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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 44  >=%5°

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, EARLL, RAFFERTY, D. VWH TE, FOLMER, PUNT,
ARMSTRONG, El CHELBERGER, O PAKE, ROBBI NS, WOXZN AK, ORI E,
SCARNATI, REGOLA AND WAUGH, FEBRUARY 13, 2007

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, APRIL 17, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for
conpensati on of judges and for exclusive jurisdiction of
Suprene Court; and making rel ated repeal s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 17 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER C

COVPENSATI ON

Sec.

1741. Conpensati on of judges.

1742. Excl usi ve jurisdiction of Suprene Court.

8 1741. Conpensati on of judges.

(a) Base sal aries.--Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of

law to the contrary:

(1) A person who is elected or appointed to a termas a

justice of the Suprene Court, judge of the Superior Court,
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judge of the Commonweal th Court, judge of a court of conmmbn

pl eas, judge of the Phil adel phia Mini ci pal Court, judge of

the Phil adel phia Traffic Court or nmgisterial district judge

after the effective date of this section shall receive a

salary that is equal to the salary payable to persons who

held that particular judicial office on the day prior to the

effective date of this section, plus $1 and any appli cabl e

cost-of -living adjustnent or adjustnents under subsection

(b).

(2) A person who serves a termas a justice of the

Suprene Court, judge of the Superior Court, judge of the

Commpnweal th Court, judge of a court of commpn pl eas, judge

of the Phil adel phia Miuni ci pal Court, judge of the

Phi | adel phia Traffic Court or nmgisterial district judge on

the effective date of this section shall receive a salary

that is equal to the sal ary payable to persons hol di ng that

particular judicial office on the day prior to the effective

date of this section, plus $1 and any appli cabl e cost - of -

l'i ving adj ustnent or adjustnents under subsection (b).

(b)Y Cost-of-living adjustnents. --

(1) For the 12-nonth peri od begi nning January 1, 2008,

and each January 1 thereafter, the annual sal aries for

persons subject to subsection (a)(1) or (2) shall be

i ncreased by the percentage change, if any, in the Consuner

Price Index for Al Urban Consuners (CPlI-U) for the

Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey, Del aware and Maryl and area for the

nost recent 12-nonth period for which fiqures are officially

reported by the United States Departnent of Labor, Bureau of

Labor Statistics, inmmediately prior to the date the

adjustnent is due to take effect.
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(2) In no event shall deflation result in a negative

cost-of -living adjustnent to a sal ary under subsection (a)(1)

or (2).

(c) Limtation.--

(1) No justice of the Suprene Court shall receive any

annual salary insofar as that salary is based on any i ncrease

in the base salary of a circuit court judge of the United

States Court of Appeals that occurs after the effective date

of this section.

(2) No judge of the Superior Court or Conmonweal th Court

shall receive any annual salary insofar as that salary is

based on any increase in the base salary of a judge of the

United States District Court that occurs after the effective

date of this section.

(3) No judge of a court of commopn pl eas or Phil adel phi a

Muni ci pal Court, Phil adel phia Traffic Court or nmagi steri al

district ustiece JUDGE shall receive any annual sal ary <—

i nsofar as that annual salary is based on any increase in the

base salary of a United States nagi strate judge that occurs

after the effective date of this section.

8§ 1742. Excl usi ve jurisdiction of Suprene Court.

The Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court shall have excl usive

jurisdiction to hear any challenge to or to render a declaratory

j udgnent concerni ng the constitutionality of this subchapter.

The Suprenme Court is authorized to take such action as it deens

appropri ate, consistent with the Suprene Court retaining

jurisdiction over such a matter, to find facts or to expedite a

final judgment in connection with such a chall enge or request

for declaratory relief.

Section 2. Repeals are as follows:
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1 (1) As nmuch of section 2.1 of the act of Septenber 30,
2 1983 (P.L.160, No.39), known as the Public Oficial

3 Conpensation Law, that is inconsistent with the addition of
4 42 Pa.C. S. Ch. 17 Subch. C, is repeal ed.

5 (2) The General Assenbly declares that the repeal under
6 par agraph (3) is necessary to effectuate the addition of 42
7 Pa.C.S. Ch. 17 Subch. C

8 (3) The provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 18, added July 7,
9 2005 (P.L.201, No.44), repeal ed Novenber 16, 2005 (P.L. 385,
10 No. 72) and repeal declared unconstitutional 905 A 2d 918 (Pa.
11 2006), are repeal ed.
12 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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