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A RESOLUTI ON
Urgi ng Amrerican autonobile manufacturers and the autonotive
retail industry to offer a wider variety of vehicles that are
powered by diesel, bi-fuel and flex fuels for sale to the

Ameri can notoring public.

WHEREAS, Di esel fuel has powered engi nes since Rudolf D esel
first received his patent for an internal conbustion engine in
1898; and

WHEREAS, Di esel engi nes have been used in cars since 1935 and
have been a comon alternative to traditional gasoline engines
since the oil crisis of the 1970s; and

WHEREAS, Today, diesel cars account for approxi mately 40% of
new car sales in Europe conpared to less than 4%in the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Di esel engines are approxi mately 20% nore efficient

t han standard gasoline engines and this increased fuel econony

all ows di esel engines to operate cl eaner than standard gasoline
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engines and to emt |ess carbon dioxide; and

VHEREAS, Emi ssions standards and bi odi esel bl ends have led to
reduced | evel s of carbon nonoxi de, sulfur and other greenhouse
gases emtted from di esel engines; and

WHEREAS, Aut onobil es powered by conpressed natural gas, bi-
fuel vehicles capable of using standard gasoline or natural gas
and fl ex-fuel vehicles capable of running on various fuel types
are not as readily available in the United States as in other
countries; and

WHEREAS, Natural gas as an autonotive fuel is cleaner and
| ess expensive than gasoline, and flex fuels |ike ethanol burn
much cl eaner than traditional fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, Although sonme Anerican aut onobil e manufacturers
of fer vehicles with diesel, bi-fuel and flex-fuel engines,
foreign manufacturers lead this industry and few of such cars
are available for sale to the American public; and

VHEREAS, Both the United States Covernnent and the
Commonweal th of fer incentives for the purchase of alternative
fuel vehicles, such as those powered by bi-fuel and flex-fuel
engi nes; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly, in conjunction with the
Governor, recently enacted Act 78 of 2008 requiring biodiesel
and et hanol bl ending content requirenents and Act 2 of the
Speci al Session of 2008 establishing production incentives for
t he bi odi esel industry; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge Anmerican
aut onobi | e manufacturers to produce nore diesel -powered, bi-fuel
and flex-fuel autonobiles for sale to the Anerican notoring
public; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Anmerican
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1 autonotive retail industry to offer nore vehicles with a w der
2 variety of engine options powered by diesel, bi-fuel and flex-

3 fuels for sale to the American notoring public.
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