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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 881 %%

I NTRODUCED BY McGEEHAN, ADOLPH, BELFANTI, BENNI NGTQN, BI SHOP
BLACKWELL, BRENNAN, BUXTQON, DALEY, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER
DePASQUALE, DONATUCCI, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GECORCE, G BBONS
GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, LEVDANSKY
LONG ETTI, MANN, McCALL, M LLARD, MAUL, MJRT, M O BRI EN,
PARKER, PAYTON, PHI LLIPS, PRESTON, RAMALEY, READSHAW
SAI NATO, SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO, SI PTROTH, STABACK, STURLA, SURRA,
WAGNER, WALKO, WOJNARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Commenor ati ng Nel son Mandela's 90th birthday on July 18, 2008,

and honoring his achievenents and sacrifices that brought

denocracy and peace to South Africa.

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a was born July 18, 1918, in Cape of
Good Hope, South Africa; and

WHEREAS, After years of exposure to the inhumanities of
apartheid, a systemof |egalized segregation policies enforced
by the ruling National Party, Nelson Mandel a began working to
pronote the advancenent of human rights issues in South Africa;
and

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a attended the University Coll ege of
Fort Hare and studied |aw at the University of Wtwatersrand,
where he later earned a degree in |law, and

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a joi ned the African National Congress

in 1944, a |liberation group that opposed the apartheid policies
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enforced by the National Party; and

WHEREAS, In 1963, Nel son Mandel a and others were found guilty
and charged with life in prison for sabotage, treason and
vi ol ent conspiracy agai nst the governnent, in what is now known
as the Rivonia Trial; and

VHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a was incarcerated from 1964 to 1988,
much of the tinme spent at the notorious Robben Island Prison,
| ocated in Cape Town, South Africa; and

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a never surrendered his political
principles while in prison, and

WHEREAS, On February 11, 1990, Nel son Mandel a was rel eased
fromprison under South Africa's President, F. W de Klerk; and

WHEREAS, Wth the coll apse of apartheid, Nelson Mandel a
peaceful |y guided the transition of South Africa into a
nonraci al denocracy, unifying a once-divided peopl e; and

VHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a was awar ded the Nobel Peace Prize in
Decenber 1993 for laying the foundation for a new denocratic
South Africa; and

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a becane the first denocratically
el ected president of the African National Congress in 1994; and

WHEREAS, During his presidency, Nelson Mandela forned the
Truth and Reconciliation Comm ssion, which investigated and
studi ed human rights violations, housing issues, educational
policies and econom c devel opnent standards in South Africa; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1996, South Africa enacted its first denocratic
constitution, which was overseen by Nel son Mandel a; and

WHEREAS, Since retiring in 1999, Nel son Mandel a continues to
actively pursue advancenents in racial equality throughout South
Africa and the rest of the world; and

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a' s acconpl i shnments have been
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acknow edged by nore than 100 awards, and he continues to
actively petition for renewed efforts to conbat the grow ng Al DS
epi denmi c; and

WHEREAS, |n 2003, Nelson Mandel a's Al DS Day Concert was held
to bring awareness to this international tragedy; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmenorate the
90t h birthday of Nelson Mandela on July 18, 2008, and honor the
contributions and sacrifices he has nmade to ensure that

denocracy and equal opportunity thrive throughout South Africa.
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