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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 824 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WHEATLEY, BI SHOP, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE, COHEN
FRANKEL, G NGRI CH, GRUCELA, HERSHEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS,
KI RKLAND, KORTZ, KOTI K, KULA, LEVDANSKY, MELI O, MJNDY, MJRT,
MYERS, PARKER, READSHAW SCAVELLO, S| PTROTH, THOVAS,
YOUNGBLOOD, K. SM TH, HENNESSEY AND RUBLEY, JUNE 25, 2008

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 30, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
prepare a report on the availability of after-schoo
progranmm ng and the after-school needs of children and youth
in this Commonweal t h.
WHEREAS, Nearly 1.8 mllion school-age children and youths in

this Cormonweal th return fromschool to a honme where each parent

and—yoeuth is absent due to enpl oynent outside the honme; and <—

WHEREAS, These children spend an average of nore than six
hours per week unsupervised after school; and

WHEREAS, According to the national report "Anerica after 3
P.M," 26% of youths not in after-school progranms would be
likely to participate if an after-school program were avail abl e
in the conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Just 8% of children in Pennsylvania working famlies
are in after-school progranms, while 28% of children in
Pennsyl vania working famlies are "l atchkey kids" with no adult

supervision in the afternoon; and
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WHEREAS, After-school prograns provide safe, challenging,
engagi ng and fun | earning experiences to help children and youth
devel op their academ c, cultural, enotional, physical and soci al
skills; and

WHEREAS, Children and youth who regularly attend high-quality
after-school progranms have better grades and conduct in school,
nore academ ¢ and enrichment opportunities and better peer
rel ati ons and enotional adjustnent; and

WHEREAS, Teens who do not participate in after-schoo
prograns are also three tinmes nore likely to engage in risky
behavi or, including drug and al cohol use, snoking and sexual
activity; and

WHEREAS, After-school prograns are supported with private and
public funds, both Federal and State, including 21st Century
Community Learning Centers, subsidized child care, school-age
child care, work force investnment boards, ELECT Student Works
and tutoring prograns; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Finance Conmittee to prepare a report on
the after-school needs of children and youth in this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the report assess the after-school
opportunities for children and youth and their famlies and
i ncl ude:

(1) Areviewof the availability, types and | ocations of

after-school progranms across this Conmonweal t h.

(2) Geographical gaps where there are not avail abl e,
af f ordabl e and accessi bl e after-school prograns for children
and youth across this Commonweal t h.

(3) Statistical information on the nunber of children and
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1 youths currently being served in after-school prograns.

2 (4) The cost per child to provide various types of high-
3 qual ity after-school progranm ng.

4 (5) The extent to which public funding is avail able by

5 funding stream for after-school programm ng.

6 (6) The extent to which private funding, both parent fees
7 and corporate and foundation grants, are available for after-
8 school prograrns;

9 and be it further

10 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Comm ttee
11 report its findings and recommendati ons to the Children and

12 Youth Committee of the House of Representatives and the

13 Appropriations Commttee of the House of Representatives no

14 later than 12 nonths after adoption of this resolution.
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