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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 814 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SI PTROTH, BELFANTI, BENNI NGTQON, BEYER, Bl SHOP
BOBACK, BROOKS, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, COHEN
CONKLI'N, CREI GHTON, CUTLER, DePASQUALE, Di G ROLAMO,
DONATUCCI, EVERETT, FABRI ZI O, FLECK, FRANKEL, GEI ST, G BBONS
G LLESPIE, G NG&RI CH, GRELL, GRUCELA, HARHART, HARKI NS,
HARPER, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HI CKERNELL
HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, KENNEY, KILLION, KOTIK, KULA, LEACH,
LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, MARSHALL, MARSI CO,
Mol LHATTAN, MELI O, M COZZIE, M LLARD, M LNE, MOYER, MJNDY,
MURT, MJSTI O, MYERS, NAILOR, M O BRIEN, O NEILL, PALLONE
PARKER, PAYNE, PHILLIPS, PICKETT, PYLE, QU NN, RAMALEY, RAPP
READSHAW REED, RElI CHLEY, ROCK, ROHRER, RCSS, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SEIP, K SM TH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY,
SURRA, SWANGER, THOVAS, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, WATSON,
J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI, YUDI CHAK, BRENNAN, DeLUCA AND
MANDERI NO, JUNE 23, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 23, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the nmonth of COctober 2008 as "Donestic Viol ence
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Donestic violence is a pattern of abusive behavi or
used to establish power and control over an intinmate partner;
and

VWHEREAS, Donestic viol ence often causes enotional harmto
victinms, their children, other famly nmenbers, friends,
nei ghbors and cowor kers; and

VWHEREAS, Donestic violence affects nmen and wonen in al

racial, ethnic, religious, educational, social and economc
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backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, Donestic viol ence takes many forns, whereby victins
are often subjected to abuse, harassnent, threats, vandalism
trespassi ng, burglary, theft and stal king; and

WHEREAS, Donestic violence is often escal ated, causing
victinms to suffer physical and enotional trauma, anxiety,
stress, sleep deprivation, |oss of confidence, fear and, in sone
cases, injury and death by suicide or hom cide; and

WHEREAS, One in every four wonmen and one in every nine nen
wi |l experience donmestic violence in his or her lifetinme;, and

WHEREAS, One in six wonen and one in 33 nmen have experienced
an attenpted or conpleted rape; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 1.3 mllion wonen and 835,000 nen are
physically assaulted by an intinmate partner annually in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Thirty percent to 60% of perpetrators of intimate
partner violence al so abuse children in the honme; and

WHEREAS, Intinmate partner violence results in nore than 18.5
mllion nmental health care visits each year; and

WHEREAS, The cost of intinmate partner viol ence exceeds $5.8
billion each year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct nedical
and nental health services; and

WHEREAS, Donestic violence is one of the nobst chronically
underreported crinmes; and

WHEREAS, There are many barriers to detecting donestic
vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, To increase victins' safety, authorities nust
carefully foll ow screening, reporting, docunentation and
referral requirenents; and

VWHEREAS, At-risk individuals and famlies need victim
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education relating to their legal rights, judicial proceedings,
advocacy, counseling and support services, shelter care and
crisis intervention; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the

mont h of Oct ober 2008 as "Donestic Violence Awareness Month" in
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Pennsyl vani a.
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