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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to oppose the

New Yor k/ New Jer sey/ Phi | adel phi a netropolitan airspace

redesi gn proposal s.

VWHEREAS, The basic air traffic structure of the New York/ New
Jersey/ Phi | adel phia netropolitan area airspace was desi gned and
i npl enented in the 1960s and was |ast nodified in 1987 with the
Expanded East Coast Pl an (EECP); and

WHEREAS, The EECP proved i nadequate in addressing the changes
in volunme and type of aircraft used by the National Airspace
System and al so caused nmaj or noise problens that resulted in a
congressional nandate in the Aviation Safety and Capacity
Expansi on Act of 1990, requiring the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration (FAA) to performan environnmental inpact study of
the EECP and mitigate the noise; and

WHEREAS, In the 1995 final environmental inpact study, the
FAA conmitted to mtigate noise in a follow up regional study;

and
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VHEREAS, I n 2001, the FAA determ ned that aircraft noise
pol lution was the strongest and nost w despread concern rai sed
by the public, however, the FAA failed to include the reduction
of aircraft noise as a formal goal of its regional redesign
project; and

VHEREAS, On Decenber 20, 2005, the FAA issued a draft
envi ronnment al i npact statenent containing several proposals to
redesi gn the New Yor k/ New Jer sey/ Phi | adel phia netropolitan
ai rspace; and

WHEREAS, The airspace redesign involves a 31,000 square ml e,
five-state area with a population of 29 mllion residents and 21
airports, with particular focus placed on air traffic operations
at five mpgjor airports, including the Philadel phia International
Airport in the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vania; and

WHEREAS, The FAA began i npl enentati on of the airspace
redesi gn in Decenber 2007; and

WHEREAS, The FAA did not conduct proper environmental reviews
or seek proper input fromthe public and air traffic controllers
at Phil adel phia International Airport; and

WHEREAS, The FAA has shunned additi onal public hearing
requests nade by Federal and State | egislators representing
affected areas; and

WHEREAS, Since sout heastern Pennsyl vani a does not have a
regional airport authority, it lacks the ability to coordinate
ai rport planning and operations, ensuring underuse of regional
airports and the overuse of the Phil adel phia International
Ai rport; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th shoul d not appropriate State noney
for inmprovenents to the infrastructure of the Phil adel phia

International Airport until such tine as the FAA fully addresses
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the safety and environnmental inpact of the airspace redesign
plan and offers a nodified plan that incorporates the use of
regional airports; and

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Coalition Against Aircraft Noise and
the GCitizens Coalition Against Noise Pollution oppose these
proposal s, arguing that the interests of the citizens of
af fected areas have not been considered and that the proposals
no | onger pronote aircraft noise reduction; and

VWHEREAS, It is in the best interest of the Commonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a to oppose the FAA's proposal to redesign the New
Yor k/ New Jer sey/ Phi | adel phia nmetropolitan airspace; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania call upon the Congress of the
United States to i mredi ately suspend the FAA s inplenmentation of
t he New Yor k/ New Jer sey/ Phi | adel phia netropolitan airspace
redesi gn and hol d additional hearings seeking the input of
el ected officials and concerned citizens; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Adm nistrator of the Federal Aviation Adm nistration and
each nenber of the Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal Del egati on now
serving in the United States Senate and House of

Represent ati ves.
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