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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 544 *%&”

| NTRODUCED BY SANTONI, SHAPI RO, ARGALL, BRENNAN, COHEN, DALEY,
DENLI NGER, DONATUCCI, FRANKEL, FREENMAN, GCEI ST, CGEORGE
GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, JAMES, KULA,
LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, MELIO MOUL, MJSTI O, MYERS, M O BRI EN,
PETRONE, READSHAW SHI MKUS, S| PTROTH, K. SM TH, SURRA,
J. TAYLOR, THOMAS, WALKO, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND
YUDI CHAK, DECEMBER 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
DECEMBER 13, 2007
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Establishing a task force to study issues concerning steroid use
by hi gh school students throughout this Conmonwealth and to
make reconmendati ons to the General Assenbly on how to
prevent such use.

WHEREAS, According to a study conducted by the United States
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, steroid use anong
teen athletes has nore than doubl ed over the | ast decade, wth
an especially alarmng increase anong teenage girls; and

VWHEREAS, Research has shown that the use of steroids and
ot her perfornmance-enhanci ng drugs has profoundly harnful effects
on the physical and nmental health of teens; and

VWHEREAS, The docunented health risks of steroid use include,
anong ot hers, the increased chance of suffering a heart attack
or stroke, of developing |iver and other cancers and of

triggering nood and hornonal i nbal ances; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th nust take i mredi ate steps to assess
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and conbat this problembefore it becones a public health
crisis; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish a steroid use and prevention task force to gather
i nformati on, establish facts and devel op recomendati ons
concerning steroid use and preventi on anong hi gh school students
in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force be conprised of 17 nenbers with
expertise in assessing and reducing teen steroid use by virtue
of their involvenment in the fields of education, health,
athletics and | aw, including:

(1) Two persons appointed by the President pro tenpore
of the Senate, including at |east one nenber of the Senate.

(2) Two persons appointed by the Mnority Leader of the
Senate, including at | east one nenber of the Senate.

(3) Two persons appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, including at | east one nenber of the House
of Representatives.

(4) Two persons appointed by the Mnority Leader of the
House of Representatives, including at |east one nenber of
t he House of Representatives.

(5) Two persons appointed by the Governor, one of whom
shall be a licensed Pennsyl vani a pediatrician.

(6) The Secretary of Education or his designee.

(7) The Secretary of Health or his designee.

(8) The chairman of the State Board of Education or his
desi gnee.

(9) The president of the Pennsylvania School Boards
Associ ation or his designee.

(10) The executive director of the Pennsylvania
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Interschol astic Athletic Association or his designee.
(11) A high school coach appointed by the president of
t he Pennsyl vani a Coaches' Associ ati on.
(12) A school nurse who is a nenber of the Pennsylvania
St at e Educati on Associ ati on (PSEA) appoi nted by the president
of the PSEA
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the chairman of the task force be sel ected by
majority vote of the nmenbers of the task force; and be it
further
RESCLVED, That the task force be responsible for:
(1) Holding public hearings to gather information on the
physi cal and psychol ogi cal effects of steroid use on
t eenagers.
(2) Determning the extent of the problem anong high
school student-athletes in this Commonweal t h.
(3) Developing a Statew de steroid education programto
be taught in the schools of this Commobnweal t h.
(4) Determning the nost appropriate academ c setting,
such as physical education or health class, in which to
i npl enent sai d educational program
(5) Examning the effects and preval ence of other
per f ormance enhancers, such as nutritional supplenents, and
determ ning whether to include information on themin the
proposed educati onal program
(6) Crafting a conprehensive policy on steroid use and
prevention to be introduced throughout this Commonweal th's
school s.
(7) Holding a Summit on Steroid Use and Prevention for

hi gh school athletic directors and ot her school
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adm ni strators in this Commonweal th, to be convened in the

fall of 2008, to educate school personnel about the issue of

teen steroid use and about concrete steps they can take to

elimnate the problemin their individual schools;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the task force serve w thout
conpensation, but be reinbursed for all necessary and reasonabl e
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the reasonabl e expenses incurred by the task
force be equally divided between the Senate and the House of
Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force be authorized to hold hearings,
take testinony and nake its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary in this Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force prepare a report containing its
findings and recommendati ons, together with any necessary
| egislation, and deliver it to the General Assenbly by Septenber
30, 20009.
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