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A RESOLUTI ON

Est abl i shing an advisory comrittee to study wandering by persons

with Al zheiner's di sease, autism and ot her conditions,

devi ces to assist such persons and prograns for them

WHEREAS, Al zheiner's disease is a progressive and fatal brain
di sease that causes nmenory |oss, inpairs cognitive function and
changes behavi or; and

VHEREAS, Al zheiner's disease is the nost common form of
denentia in the United States; and

VHEREAS, The Al zheinmer's Association estimates that there are
approxi mately 280, 000 residents of this Commonweal th who are at
| east 65 years old and suffer from Al zhei nmer' s di sease; and

VHEREAS, The Al zheinmer's Association estinmates that at |east
60% of peopl e who have Al zhei mer's di sease wander and could
beconme | ost; and

WHEREAS, Autismis a neurological disorder that inpairs

social interaction, cognitive function and both verbal and
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nonver bal communi cati on; and

VHEREAS, The United States Centers for Di sease Contro
estimates that one of every 150 children has a form of autism
and

WHEREAS, According to the 2000 United States Census,
2,922,221 children 17 years of age or younger resided in this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, There are approximately 19,481 autistic children
residing in this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Wandering is a characteristic of many autistic
children; and

VHEREAS, Persons with other conditions, such as other forns
of denentia or developnental disabilities, may al so wander; and

WHEREAS, The search for a person who has wandered can be very
expensive, and it can take many hours, involve nmany police
officers, firefighters, famly nmenbers, friends or other
vol unt eers; and

WHEREAS, The longer it takes to find a person who has
wandered, the higher the risk of that person being found injured
or deceased; and

WHEREAS, Advances in technol ogy have resulted in the
avai lability of devices that can assist in the search for
per sons who have wandered; and

VHEREAS, Forner United States Vice President, Hubert H
Hunphrey, is credited with saying that "the noral test of
government i s how that governnent treats those who are in the
dawn of life, the children; those who are in the twlight of
life, the elderly; and those who are in the shadows of life, the
sick, the needy and the handi capped”; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Joint
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State Governnent Comm ssion to establish an advisory commttee
to undertake a study of wandering, devices that can aid in
nmonitoring or |ocating the whereabouts of potential wanderers
and prograns that have been devel oped to deal w th wanderers,
i ncludi ng searching for them and be it further

RESCLVED, That the study include, but not be limted to, the
foll ow ng issues:
(1) The nunber of residents who may be at risk of
wanderi ng and denographi c i nformati on about them i ncluding
the types of hones or facilities in which they reside and the
persons who are their caretakers.
(2) Actual incidents of wandering, including how a
search was conducted and the outcone of the incident.
(3) Devices and systens that have been devel oped to
noni t or the whereabouts of potential wanderers or to assi st
in |locating wanderers.
(4) Prograns devel oped by other states or |ocal
governments or by organi zations to assist in |ocating
wander er s.
(5) The cost of any devices or prograns and information
regardi ng who pays these costs.
(6) Reconmendations for a programor prograns that the
Commonweal th, | ocal governnments, or both, can develop to
assist in the nonitoring or searching for persons who wander;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee include, but not be
limted to, representatives from Al zheiner's di sease advocacy
groups, autism advocacy groups, police departnents, fire
departnents, long-termcare providers, fam |y menber caretakers

of persons with Al zheinmer's disease or autism and county
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conmi ssioners or other |ocal government officials; and be it
further
RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee report its findings and

recommendations to the General Assenbly within 18 nonths of the
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date this resolution is adopted.
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