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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 468 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, STEIL, SIPTROTH, BLACKWELL, CALTAG RONE
FRANKEL, JAMES, KORTZ, KULA, M LNE, PARKER, READSHAW AND
RUBLEY, OCTOBER 22, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
OCTOBER 22, 2007

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e e = = =
o N o o~ W N P O

A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the President and Congress of the United States to anmend

the REAL ID Act in order to reduce the costs of this unfunded

mandat e on the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania and all ot her

st ates.

WHEREAS, On May 11, 2005, the REAL ID Act was enacted as part
of a supplenental spending bill; and

WHEREAS, Under the REAL ID Act, states nust begin to
i npl enent, unless they apply for an extension, new Federal
standards for the issuance of drivers' |icenses and
identification cards by May 11, 2008, which nust be fully
i npl enented by May 2013, or the Federal Government will not
recogni ze the drivers' licenses and identification cards for
Federal purposes; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Honmel and Security issued draft
rul emaki ng in March 2007 regardi ng the inplenentation of the
REAL I D Act; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Homel and Security received

comments fromthe public on the draft rulemaking and is in the



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

process of devel oping final rul emaking, which is expected to be
released in the fall of 2007; and

WHEREAS, The Senate of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
adopted Senate Resol ution No. 126 on June 29, 2007,
menorializing the Congress of the United States to repeal or
delay the creation of a national identification card and the
i npl enentation of the REAL ID Act; and

WHEREAS, In the House of Representatives of the Commonweal t h
of Pennsylvania, the Intergovernnental Affairs Commttee has
consi dered various pieces of legislation introduced in the House
of Representatives concerning the inplenentation of the REAL ID
Act; and

WHEREAS, One of the neasures considered by the commttee was
House Resol ution No. 296, which is a concurrent resol ution
opposi ng the inplenentation of costly Federal standards enacted
under the REAL I D Act because of the |ack of Federal funds to
i npl enent the standards and because the standards raise privacy
concerns and encroach on existing State policies; and

VWHEREAS, House Resol ution No. 296 was voted out of conmmittee
on June 5, 2007, and the resolution was adopted by the House of
Representati ves on June 18, 2007, by a vote of 200-0; and

WHEREAS, After the passage of House Resol ution No. 296, the
commttee appointed a REAL ID task force to continue to nonitor
the status of the REAL ID Act and its inpact on the citizens of
t he Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, The task force has net with stakehol ders, including
t he Departnent of Transportation, in its continuing effort to
study the REAL I D Act and to keep abreast of the | atest
devel opnents; and

VWHEREAS, The task force and stakehol ders have identified
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1 several revisions to the REAL ID Act which would substantially

2 reduce the cost of inplenentation, estimated to be $153 mllion
3 over the first five years and $23 million annually for the

4 Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, yet still allow for the effective
5 inplenentation of the REAL ID Act; and

6 WHEREAS, The first recommended change is to revise the

7 tinmeline for the REAL I D Act depl oynent and i npl enentati on and

8 base it upon the availability and full functionality of al

9 required electronic verification systens, since several of the
10 electronic verification systens to be used in inplenentation are
11 not yet operable; and

12 WHEREAS, Secondly, because the current in-person reenroll nent
13 requirenents are the single-nost costly conponent of the REAL ID
14 Act, it is recommended that the in-person reenroll nment

15 requirenent be elimnated for all current drivers' |icenses and
16 identification card holders, 9.0 mllion people, and

17 reenrollment be permtted through electronic verifications; and
18 WHEREAS, Thirdly, since citizens have becone accustoned to

19 wutilizing the Internet for basic driver's |icense and
20 identification card transactions, it is recomended that the
21 initial and ongoing in-person requirenents for basic
22 transactions, such as a license renewal or a |icense change of
23 address, be elimnated; and
24 WHEREAS, Finally, since several of the security standards
25 proposed by the REAL ID Act for licensing facilities are
26 burdensone and costly, it is further recomrended that the
27 facility security standards be restructured to allow for
28 practical and applicable security standards that align with
29 other public access facilities; and
30 WHEREAS, |f these recomended changes are made to the REAL ID
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Act, the cost for inplenmentation of REAL ID could be reduced by
$100 mllion over the first five years and $14 mllion annually
thereafter; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania urge the President and Congress of
the United States to amend the REAL ID Act in order to reduce
the costs of this unfunded mandate on the Commonweal t h of

Pennsyl vania and all other states required to inplenent the act;
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and be it further
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RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
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the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of

=
N

each house of Congress, to each nenber of Congress from
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Pennsyl vania and to the Secretary of Honmel and Security.
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