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A RESOLUTI ON

Di scouragi ng the use of the "N' word.

WHEREAS, The word "nigger"” stenms fromthe Latin word "niger"
nmeani ng the col or bl ack; and

WHEREAS, The "N' word when used as a noun derogatorily refers
to a person of color; and

WHEREAS, The "N' word has traditionally been used as a word
of hate and victimzation towards African Anericans; and

VHEREAS, The "N' word, considered to be the ultimte raci al
slur, has offended and di sparaged African Anericans and ot her
et hni ¢ groups; and

WHEREAS, The "N' word was used by sl avenasters, dating from
1786 in reference to African slaves, to denote chattel and has a
context of hatred, oppression and viol ence; and

WHEREAS, Civil rights pioneer Booker T. Washington advocat ed
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the use of the word "Negro," instead of the epithetical "N
word, to refer to persons of African descent; and

WHEREAS, The "N' word connotes an individual who is ignorant,
sl ow, does not speak proper English and who is the property of
anot her, as cenented by the portrayal of African Americans in
19th and early 20th century art and literature; and

WHEREAS, The "N' word tears down the esteem and destroys the
spirit of persons at whomit is directed; and

WHEREAS, Since the beginning of the civil rights era, civil
rights | eaders such as Rosa Parks, the Reverend Dr. Martin
Lut her King, Jr., Julian Bond, Dr. John Davis, Ml com X, the
Reverend Jesse Jackson, Justice Thurgood Marshall and Booker T.
Washi ngt on have given their blood, sweat and tears to destroy
t he badges and the incidence of slavery; and

WHEREAS, The African-Anerican community remains divided on
the use of the "N' word in nodern discourse; and

VHEREAS, I n 2003 the National Association for the Advancenent
of Col ored Peopl e (NAACP) successfully influenced Merriam
Webst er | exi cographers to change the definition of the word to
reflect the degradation and di sgrace associated with it; and

WHEREAS, The City of New York has recently enacted a
nonbi ndi ng resolution to declare a synbolic noratoriumon the
use of the "N' word; and

WHEREAS, Ot her nunicipalities, states and the Congress of the
United States are considering simlar resolutions; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania has a | ong and
proud history of being at the forefront of civil rights, dating
back to its founding by WIliam Penn; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives discourage the

use of the "N' word and join in declaring a synbolic noratorium
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1 on the use of the "N' word and all its variants in this

2 Commpnweal t h.
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