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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 198 %5

| NTRODUCED BY McCALL, Ml LVAINE SM TH, GABI G ARGALL, BAKER
BARRAR, BELFANTI, BENNI NGTON, BEYER, BI ANCUCCI, BI SHOP
BOBACK, BOYD, BRENNAN, BUXTON, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER
COHEN, CONKLI'N, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, DALLY, DeLUCA
DePASQUALE, DERMODY, DeWEESE, Di G ROLAMO, EACHUS, D. EVANS,
EVERETT, FABRI ZI O, FAI RCH LD, FREEMAN, FRANKEL, GEI ST,
GECRCE, @ BBONS, G LLESPIE, A NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOODVAN,
GRELL, GRUCELA, HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, JAMES, KENNEY,
KI RKLAND, KORTZ, KOTI K, KULA, LENTZ, MAHER, MAHONEY, MAJOR,
MANTZ, MARKOSEK, MARSI CO, McGEEHAN, Ml LHATTAN, M LLARD,
MOYER, MUNDY, MJSTI O NAILOR, O NEILL, PALLONE, PARKER
PAYNE, PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, PRESTON, RAPP, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RGSS, SAI NATO, SAMUELSON, SANTONI, SAYLOR,
SCAVELLO, SH MKUS, SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STABACK,
R STEVENSQON, SURRA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH,
WALKO, WANSACZ, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK,
APRI L 13, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 13, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Honori ng Jacobus Franci scus "Jint' Thorpe by designating May 19,
2007, as "Jim Thorpe Day" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe was born on May 28, 1887, and was rai sed
as a nenber of the Native American nation Sac and Fox; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe was the grandson of the nation's chief,
Bl ack Hawk, and was given the native name of Bright Path; and

WHEREAS, The acconplishnments and | egacy of Jim Thorpe were
not only part of his great "bright path,” but have al so been an
inspiration to people worldw de; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe overcane great tragedy in his youth to
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attend the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, beginning in 1907;
and

VWHEREAS, Wiile at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, Jim
Thor pe was coached by | egendary football coach G enn Scobey
"Pop" Warner and was awarded All-Anerican honors in 1911 and
1912; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe honorably represented the Sac and Fox
Nation and the United States at the 1912 A ynpic Ganes in
St ockhol m Sweden; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe was the first United States athlete to
win the pentathlon and the decathlon in one O ynpic year; and

WHEREAS, Jim Thorpe's athletic feats and the worl dw de
publicity established the viability of the nodern A ynpic Ganes;
and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe was awarded gifts by King Gustav V of
Sweden and Czar Nicholas Il of Russia to honor himfor his gold
medal s in the pentathlon and decat hl on; and

WHEREAS, A ticker-tape parade was held in New York City upon
Jim Thorpe's return to the United States from Sweden; and

WHEREAS, Jim Thorpe's A ynpic nedals were revoked after he
was found to have violated strict rules regarding amateurismin
force at the tine; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe's nedals were not reinstated until 1982,
nearly 30 years after his death, when the International O ynpic
Committee recogni zed the inproper application of the
di squalification procedures; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe had an illustrious professional career
after the Aynpics in which he played baseball for the New York
G ants, G ncinnati Reds and Boston Braves, football for the

Canton Bul | dogs and basketball for two years after his
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retirement from professional football; and

WHEREAS, Jim Thorpe is considered one of football's founding
fathers as a result of his career as a professional footbal
pl ayer with the Canton Bull dogs, one of the four teans to make
up the Anmerican Professional Football Association, which |ater
becanme the National Football League; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe, while coaching and playing for the
Canton Bul | dogs, further supported the sport of football by
becom ng the Anerican Professional Football Association's first
president; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe was voted Anerica's Geatest All-Around
Mal e Athlete, was chosen as the greatest football player of the
hal f-century in 1950 by an Associ ated Press poll of
sportswiters and was named American Broadcasting Conpany's Wde
Wrld of Sports Athlete of the Century, which earned himthe
honor of having his picture on a special-edition Weaties cereal
box; and

WHEREAS, Ji m Thorpe was naned the Greatest Anmerican Foot bal
Player in History in a 1977 national poll conducted by Sport
Magazi ne; and

WHEREAS, In being inducted into the Football Hall of Fame in
1963, Jim Thor pe was post hunmously recogni zed for his dedication
to the sport; and

WHEREAS, The Ji m Thorpe Award, established in 1986, honors
t he best defensive back in college football; and

WHEREAS, Jim Thorpe's final resting place is in Jim Thorpe,
Car bon County; and

WHEREAS, Jim Thorpe's life was defined by his athletic
aptitude and his |l egacy of inspiring people around the world to

light the way of their own "bright paths"; therefore be it
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1 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate May 19,

2 2007, as "Jim Thorpe Day" in Pennsyl vani a.
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