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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 170 %5

I NTRODUCED BY SI PTROTH, BELFANTI, BI ANCUCCI, FAI RCH LD
HENNESSEY, KOTI K, KULA, PALLONE, PRESTON, READSHAW SANTONI
STABACK, SURRA, YOUNGBLOOD, BARRAR AND KI RKLAND
MARCH 29, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 29, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the United States Secretary of Honel and Security to

provi de the assistance needed for inplenentation of the REAL

I D Act of 2005 and urging the Congress of the United States

to provide the fundi ng needed for inplenentation of the act.

WHEREAS, In May 2005 the Congress passed and President Bush
signed into law the REAL I D Act of 2005, which was attached to
t he Emergency Suppl emental Appropriations Act for Defense, the
A obal War on Terror, and Tsunam Relief, 2005 (H R 1268, P.L.
109-13); and

WHEREAS, Under the REAL I D Act of 2005 (REAL ID), a state
nmust i npl ement new m ni num Federal standards for the issuance of
driver's licenses (DL) and identification cards (1D by May 2008
or the Federal Governnent will not recognize the state's DL/ID
for Federal purposes; and

WHEREAS, REAL ID unifies the disparate identification

credentialing anong states and makes it harder to fraudulently

obtain or produce a driver's license or identification card; and
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WHEREAS, Certain REAL ID provisions were inpelled by the
| awful presence in the United States of the Septenber 11, 2001,
terrorists who possessed legitimate driver's |icenses and
identification cards; and

WHEREAS, Title Il of REAL ID repeals the provisions of a
Decenber 2004 | aw that established a cooperative state-Federal
process to create Federal standards for driver's |icenses and
directly inposes prescriptive Federal standards for the issuance
of driver's licenses and identification cards; and

WHEREAS, Funds are needed for states to conply with REAL ID
requirenents to issue a newdriver's license and identification
card to citizens; to recredential existing |license and
identification card holders, including 8.9 mllion in the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania; to ensure the physical security of
| ocations where driver's |licenses and identification cards are
produced and the security of the raw materials from which they
are made; to provide additional training and background checks
for Departnent of Motor Vehicle enployees; to upgrade, adapt and
mai ntai n existing systens; and to conpl ete the extensive
docunent verification requirenments; and

WHEREAS, REAL | D provides the Departnment of Honel and Security
(DHS) with the authority to make grants to states to assist in
conformng to the mnimum Federal standards to carry out the |aw
but does not appropriate any funding to defray inplenmentation or
ongoi ng costs; and

WHEREAS, It has been estinmated that the cost of inplenenting
REAL ID to the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania could be up to $100
mllion or nore; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Honel and Security has issued its

draft regul ations, which estinmate the cost of inplenenting REAL
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ID for all states conbined at $23.1 billion over 10 years, of
which $10 billion to $14 billion is costs to states; and

WHEREAS, It remains unclear how much total funding wll
actually conme fromthe Federal Government and how nuch the
states will have to bear costs of this mandate by raising fees
on driver's licenses and identification cards or by other
potential cost-recovery nmeasures; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania is in i medi ate
need of significant, assured funding fromthe Federal Governnent
to successfully carry out the REAL ID requirenents and conply
with this congressional nandate; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the United States Secretary of
Honel and Security to provide the assistance needed for REAL ID
i npl enentation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Congress
to appropriate the funding necessary to support inplenmentation
and ongoing costs of REAL IDto states; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the United States Secretary of Honmeland Security, to the
presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each nenber

of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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