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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 167 *%5°

| NTRODUCED BY DALLY, BASTI AN, BEYER, CALTAGQ RONE, DALEY, GEI ST,
G NGRI CH, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, W KELLER
PEI FER, PICKETT, RAPP, RElICHLEY, RUBLEY, SAMUELSQON, SAYLOR,
SCAVELLGO, SI PTROTH, STERN, J. TAYLOR, WALKO AND YOUNGBLOOD
MARCH 29, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 29, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study
the length of the school day and the school year throughout
the nation and the State and to report its findings to the

General Assenbly.

WHEREAS, The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law
107-110, 115 Stat. 1425) requires greater accountability from
school personnel, individual schools, school districts and state
governments to i nprove student achi evenent, collectively and
i ndi vidual ly; and

WHEREAS, At a tinme when we are expecting nore from our
school s and school staff, there should be a simlar expectation
that the State should provide sufficient tine in the school day
and the school year to acconplish these goals; and

WHEREAS, The recent rating of Pennsylvania' s public schools
i ndicates that nearly 40% of the schools do not neet the Federal

target of "adequate yearly progress"” and require sone

nodi fications in the school program and
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WHEREAS, The State Board of Education is currently proposing
to revise its regulations set forth at 22 Pa. Code Ch. 11
(relating to student attendance) as a neans of acconmopdati ng
greater flexibility, including flexibility in the instructional
year and instructional days; and

VWHEREAS, Sections 1501 and 1504 of the Public School Code of
1949 establish the statutory paraneters for a 180-day school
year and a school day of 5.5 hours per day, with an alternative
of 900 hours of instruction at the elenentary |level and 990
hours of instruction at the secondary |evel, as the equival ents
of a school year for reinbursenent purposes; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has a strong interest in
providing direction to the State Board of Education in the form
of conments or legislation to pronote greater thoroughness and
efficiency within the public school system therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
be directed to study the length of the school year and school
day nationally; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
study the use of the alternative school year based on nunber of
hours anong school districts in this Coormonwealth as a neans of
determ ning the preval ence of using | ess than a 180-day school
cal endar; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings to the House of Representatives not |ater

t han January 30, 2008.
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