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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 159 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEY, OLIVER, TRUE, MACKERETH, WATSON, KAUFFMAN
REI CHLEY, G NGRI CH, SONNEY, M|l LHATTAN, RCSS, Bl SHOP,
KI RKLAND, MYERS, MANDERI NO, Ml LVAINE SM TH, CURRY, CAPPELLI
NAI LOR, SANTONI, CALTAG RONE, PETRONE, FAI RCHI LD, MANN,
YUDI CHAK, HERSHEY, HARHAI, SCAVELLO GODSHALL, RAYMOND,
R STEVENSON, PYLE, EVERETT, RUBLEY, HARHART, J. EVANS
HUTCH NSON, W KELLER, BELFANTI, M SM TH, YOUNGBLOOD, KOTI K
PI CKETT, PElIFER, SAYLOR, SOLOBAY, FABRIZI O O NEILL,
LEVDANSKY, DALLY, PETRI, KULA, BOBACK, PETRARCA, GOODVAN,
GRELL, MARKGCSEK, HESS, GEI ST, KORTZ, BOYD, M CQOZZI E,
HENNESSEY, JAMES, FREEMAN AND PRESTON, MARCH 22, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
MARCH 22, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Conm ssion to conduct a
conprehensi ve study on the waiting list for comunity-based
nmental retardation services.

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 23,000 Pennsylvania citizens with
mental retardation are on the waiting list for conmunity-based
mental retardation services; and

WHEREAS, Many of the individuals on the waiting list for
communi ty-based nental retardation services live with caregivers
who are unable to continue to provide themw th necessary care
due to age, infirmty or other obligations; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 3,800 individuals are listed in the

energency category of the waiting |ist and need services

i mredi ately; and
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WHEREAS, Approximately 9,100 individuals are listed in the
critical category of the waiting list and will need services
wi thin one year; and

WHEREAS, Every nonth, 150 to 200 individuals are added to the
waiting list; and

WHEREAS, Since 1999, Pennsylvani a has enacted various funding
initiatives to expand comuni ty-based nental retardation
services to reduce the waiting list, but funding falls short of
t he amobunt needed to provide the necessary services for al
i ndividuals in the energency and critical categories; and

WHEREAS, Upon reaching age 21, many young adults w th nental
retardati on have aged out of the education systemonly to find
there is no funding avail able for comunity-based services and
to find thenmsel ves w t hout support or services; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Joint
State Governnent Comm ssion to establish an advisory commttee
to study the extent of the waiting list for comrunity-based
mental retardation services in Pennsylvania, including the
under |l yi ng causes of the waiting |ist, strategi es undertaken by
other states to elimnate the waiting |ist and recommendati ons
and actions of Federal, State and county governnents to
elimnate the waiting list; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee be conposed of
approximately 12 nmenbers representing the Ofice of
Devel opnental Prograns of the Departnent of Public Wlfare, the
Pennsyl vani a Devel opnental Disabilities Council, the Disability
Ri ghts Network of Pennsyl vania, the Pennsylvania Waiting List
Canpai gn, Vision for Equality, Speaking for Qurselves, the Arc
of Pennsyl vani a, the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Resources for

People with Mental Retardation, Tenple University's Institute on

20070H0159R1008 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N
= O

Disabilities, the Pennsylvania Association of Rehabilitation
Facilities, the County Comm ssioners Associ ati on of Pennsylvani a
and the Mental Health/ Mental Retardation Program Admi nistrators
Associ ati on of Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee may include
representatives fromother conmunity and governnent agencies
involved in issues with communi ty-based nental retardation
services; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conmm ssion report
its findings to the House of Representatives six nonths after

the date of adoption of this resolution.
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