PRINTER S NO. 367

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 68 %5

I NTRODUCED BY RAMALEY, GERGELY, G BBONS, WAGNER, KI NG
BENNI NGTQON, BI ANCUCCI, BUXTON, CALTAG RONE, COSTA, CURRY,
DeLUCA, EVERETT, FAIRCHI LD, G NGRICH, CRELL, HARHAI
HENNESSEY, KOTI K, LEVDANSKY, MACKERETH, Ml LHATTAN, MJSTI Q
NAI LOR, PETRARCA, PETRONE, READSHAW REED, SANTONI, SCAVELLO,
SCHRCDER, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, SWANGER, TRUE, VULAKOVI CH, WALKQO
WANSACZ, WHEATLEY, WOJNARCSKI, YUDI CHAK AND FABRI ZI O,
FEBRUARY 9, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, FEBRUARY 9, 2007
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Est abl i shing a biparti san conm ssion to conduct a conprehensive
study of the inpact of reducing the size of the Ceneral

Assenbl y.

VWHEREAS, Under section 16 of Article Il of the Constitution
of Pennsylvania, the Conmonwealth is divided into 50 senatori al
and 203 representative districts; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the sixth nost popul ous state and
ranks seventh in constituents per Senate district and fourteenth
in constituents per House district in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Many Pennsyl vani ans have expressed support for
reduci ng the nunber of legislative districts in this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Several bills proposing to anend the Constitution of

Pennsyl vania to reduce the size of the General Assenbly have

been i ntroduced; and
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WHEREAS, These bills vary greatly in the scope of proposed
reductions to the size of the CGeneral Assenbly, ranging from
radi cal to nodest reductions; and

VWHEREAS, Data has been collected to show how nuch
Commonweal t h taxpayers currently spend on the General Assenbly,
including its nenbers, staff and other operational support; and

WHEREAS, Various interested parties have used this data to
suggest a savings by reducing the size of the General Assenbly,
but there has been no conprehensive study of potential savings
and ot her issues relating to downsizing the General Assenbly;
and

WHEREAS, Information and studies cited by sone who seek to
reduce the size of the General Assenbly are based on ot her
states' particular circunmstances and experiences and thus nmay
not be conpletely relevant to the Comonweal t h' s uni que
condi tions; and

WHEREAS, Wil e the potential benefits of reducing the nunber
of legislative districts in this Commonweal th include cost
savi ngs for Pennsylvani a taxpayers, a streanlined |egislative
process and enhanced participation in the process by al
| egi slators and their constituents, possible downsides include
| ess representation for rural areas, difficulty accessing
constituent services in larger districts, nore expensive
political canpaigns and increased power in the hands of
| obbyi sts and special interests; and

WHEREAS, It is necessary to collect appropriate and
applicable information on the potential inpact of |egislative
downsi zi ng, given the significant effect that a reduction in the
size of the General Assenbly would have on the Commonweal th's

government and residents; therefore be it
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RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish a bipartisan conm ssion to conduct a conprehensive
study of the current nunber of legislative districts within this
Commonweal t h, proposals to anmend the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania to reduce the size of the General Assenbly and the
potential inpact of the proposed reduction on cost, constituent
services, work perforned by nenbers and staff, |egislative
ef fectiveness and efficiency and representation of constituent
interests; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion review and anal yze information
relating to the Commonweal th specifically and to other state
| egi sl atures generally when conducting the study; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the comm ssion review and consider information
relating to the foll owi ng questions when anal yzing the current
nunber of legislative districts within this Commonweal th and
proposal s to reduce the size of the General Assenbly and when
maki ng reconmendati ons regardi ng the proposed downsi zi ng of the
| egi sl ature:

(1) Wether a reduction in the size of the General
Assenbly would result in a cost savings for Pennsylvani a
t axpayers.

(2) Wether a reduction in the size of the General
Assenbly would | ead to an increase or a decrease in the size
of the staff conpl enent.

(3) How a reduction in the size of the General Assenbly
affects constituent services and the ability of legislators
to effectively represent constituent interests.

(4) \Wether there is an optimal size for a

representative district and a senatorial district in this
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Commonweal t h.

(5) How a reduction in the size of the General Assenbly

affects the | egislative process;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the conmm ssion be conprised of nenbers as
fol | ows:

(1) The Speaker of the House of Representatives or a
desi gnee who is a nenber of the House of Representatives.

(2) The Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives
or a designee who is a nenber of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(3) The President pro tenpore of the Senate or a
desi gnee who is a nenber of the Senate.

(4) The Mnority Leader of the Senate or a designee who
is a menber of the Senate.

(5) The Governor or his designee.

(6) The Attorney General or his designee.

(7) One person, to be appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, with expertise in Pennsylvania
constitutional |aw.

(8) One person, to be appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the House of Representatives, with expertise in
Pennsyl vani a constitutional |aw.

(9) One person, to be appointed by the President pro
tenpore of the Senate, with expertise in Pennsylvania
constitutional |aw.

(10) One person, to be appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the Senate, with expertise in Pennsylvania constitutional
I aw.

(11) Four persons with expertise in the area of
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Pennsyl vani a governnment and the | egislative process, to be

appoi nted by the Governor;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That appointnents to the conm ssion be made within
30 days of the adoption of this resolution by the House of
Representatives and the Senate; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the bipartisan comm ssion report its findings

and recomrendations to the General Assenbly no |ater than
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November 1, 2008.
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