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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 40  *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY VWHEATLEY, WATERS, KULA, PARKER, PAYTON, CAPPELLI,
DALEY, DePASQUALE, FABRI ZI O FAI RCH LD, GALLOWAY, GERGELY,
GOCDMVAN, GRUCELA, JAMES, JOSEPHS, MCALL, MGEEHAN, MJRT,
MYERS, OLIVER, PALLONE, RANMALEY, READSHAW SI PTROTH AND
VEREB, JANUARY 31, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JANUARY 31, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng February 7, 2007, as "National Black H V/ Al DS
Awar eness Day" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
reports that the devastating effect of H V/ AIDS has reached an
epi dem c | evel anong African Americans; and

WHEREAS, At every stage--from H V di agnosis through the death
of persons with AIDS--the hardest-hit racial or ethnic group is,
by far, African Americans; and

WHEREAS, Anong di seases that disproportionately affect
African Anmericans, H V/AIDS has a particularly damagi ng effect;
and

WHEREAS, Even though African Americans conprise approxi mately
13% of the United States popul ation, one-half of the estinated
new Hl V/ Al DS di agnoses in the United States in 2004 were for
African Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, O the nore than half a mllion people with A DS who
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have di ed, 38% were African Anericans; and

VHEREAS, More African-Anerican children were afflicted with
AIDS in 2004 than were children of all other races and
ethnicities conbi ned; and

WHEREAS, AIDS has becone a | eading cause of death for African
Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, African Americans with AIDS do not live as |ong as
people in other racial or ethnic groups who have AIDS; and

WHEREAS, |n 2002, the nost recent year for which data is
avai l abl e, H V/ AIDS was the second | eading cause of death for
all African Americans ages 35 to 44; and

WHEREAS, In the sanme year, H V/ AIDS was the nunber one cause
of death for African-American wonen ages 25 to 34; and

WHEREAS, February 7 is "National Black H V/ Al DS Awar eness
Day"; and

VHEREAS, Thi s annual observance was created to raise
awar eness anong African Anericans about HHV/AIDS and its
devastating i npact on African-American communities; and

WHEREAS, The day is part of a national nobilization effort to
encourage African Anericans to |l earn nore about the threat posed
by the di sease, obtain testing and treatnent and nake a
commtnment to fight H V/ AIDS;, and

WHEREAS, Awareness is a vital step in stopping the spread of
this disease; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize
February 7, 2007, as "National Black H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day" in
Pennsyl vania to ensure that the residents of this Commonweal th
are aware of the destructive effect of H V/AIDS on the African-

Ameri can conmmunity.
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