PRINTER S NO. 4252

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2743 %%

| NTRODUCED BY LENTZ, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, FRANKEL, GOODNVAN,
HENNESSEY, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA, MANN, McCALL, M GEEHAN
Mel LVAINE SM TH, MELIO, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PASH NSKI

READSHAW ROCK, SIPTROTH, SURRA, SWANGER, R TAYLOR, WHEATLEY

AND YOUNGBLOOD, AUGUST 21, 2008

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, AUGUST 21, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al

school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

laws relating thereto,” further providing for the Ofice for

Saf e School s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1302-A of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended or added June 30, 1995 (P.L.220, No.26), and July 9,
2008 (P.L. , No.61), is anmended to read:

Section 1302-A. Ofice for Safe Schools.--(a) There is
her eby established in the Departnent of Education an O fice for
Saf e School s.

(b) The office shall have the follow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To coordinate antiviolence efforts between school,

prof essi onal, parental, governnental, |aw enforcenent and
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comunity organi zati ons and associ ati ons.

(2) To collect, develop and di ssem nate i nfornmation,
policies, strategies and other information to assist in the
devel opnent of prograns to inpact school viol ence.

(3) To provide direct training to school enployes, parents,
| aw enforcenent officials and communities on effective neasures
to conmbat school viol ence.

(4) To advise school entities and nonpublic schools on the
devel opnent of policies to be used regardi ng possessi on of
weapons by any person, acts of violence and protocols for
coordination with and reporting to | aw enforcenent officials and
t he Departnent of Educati on.

(5) To develop fornms to be used by school entities for
reporting incidents involving acts of violence and possessi on of
weapons on school property.

(6) To devel op tel ephone hotlines insuring anonynmty to be

used by students, parents, teachers, school enpl oyes and nenbers

of the community to report potential or actual violence or

possessi on of weapons on school property.

(c) In addition to the powers and duties set forth under
subsection (a), the office is authorized to make targeted grants
to schools to fund prograns which address school viol ence,

i ncluding, but not limted to, the follow ng prograns:

(1) Conflict resolution or dispute managenent.

(2) Peer hel pers prograns.

(3) Risk assessnent, safety-related or violence prevention
curricul a.

(4) dassroom nmanagenent.

(5) Student codes of conduct.

(6) Training to undertake a districtw de assessnment of risk
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1 factors that increase the |ikelihood of problem behaviors anong
2 students.

3 (7) Devel oprment and inplenmentation of research-based

4 violence prevention prograns that address risk factors to reduce
5 incidents of problem behaviors anong students, including, but

6 not limted to, bullying.

7 (8) Conprehensive, districtw de school safety and viol ence
8 prevention plans.

9 (9) Security planning, purchase of security-rel ated

10 technol ogy which may include netal detectors, protective

11 lighting, surveillance equipnment, special emergency

12 communi cations equi pnent, electronic | ocksets, deadbolts and

13 theft control devices and training in the use of security-

14 related technology. Security planning and purchase of security-
15 related technol ogy shall be based on safety needs identified by
16 the school entity's board of directors.

17 (10) Institution of student, staff and visitor

18 identification systens.

19 (11) Establishment or enhancenent of school security
20 personnel, including school resource officers.
21 (12) Provision of specialized staff and student training
22 prograns, including training for Student Assistance Programteam
23 nmenbers in elementary, mddle and high schools in the referral
24 of students at risk of violent behavior to appropriate
25 community-based services, including nental health services.
26 (13) Alternative education progranms provided for in Article
27 Xl X-C
28 (14) Counseling services for students enrolled in
29 alternative education prograrns.
30 (d) Gant applications shall contain information as the
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1 office may require. The office shall conduct a thorough annual

2 evaluation of each programfor which a grant under this section
3 is nmade.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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