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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2740 %%

I NTRODUCED BY QUI NN, BOYD, BEYER, WATSON, Bl SHOP, CARROLL
Cl VERA, DePASQUALE, FLECK, FRANKEL, GALLOWAY, GEl ST,
G LLESPI E, G NGRI CH, HARKINS, HARPER, HENNESSEY, KOTI K,
McGEEHAN, R M LLER, MOYER, MUNDY, M O BRIEN, O NEILL
PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, ROCK, ROSS, SAYLOR, S| PTROTH, STERN, WALKO
AND J. VWH TE, SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556, No.101), entitled

2 "An act providing for planning for the processing and

3 di sposal of nunicipal waste; requiring counties to submt

4 pl ans for rmunicipal waste managenent systens within their

5 boundari es; authorizing grants to counties and nunicipalities
6 for planning, resource recovery and recycling; inposing and

7 collecting fees; establishing certain rights for host

8 muni ci palities; requiring municipalities to inplenent

9 recycling prograns; requiring Commonweal th agencies to

10 procure recycled materials; inposing duties; granting powers
11 to counties and municipalities; authorizing the Environmental
12 Qual ity Board to adopt regul ations; authorizing the

13 Depart ment of Environnmental Resources to inplenent this act;

14 provi di ng renedi es; prescribing penalties; establishing a

15 fund; and naking repeals,” further providing for definitions,
16 for municipal inplenentation of recycling progranms and for

17 facilities operation and recycling.

18 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

19 hereby enacts as foll ows:

20 Section 1. The definition of "recycling” in section 103 of
21 the act of July 28, 1988 (P.L.556, No.101), known as the

22 Muinici pal Waste Pl anni ng, Recycling and WAste Reduction Act, is

23 anended and the section is anended by adding a definition to
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read:
Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Fl uorescent |l anp or tube." A gas-di scharge | anp, reqgardl ess

of size or shape, that uses electricity to excite mercury vapor

produci ng a short-wave ultraviolet |light that then causes a

phosphor to fl uoresce, producing visible light. The term

i ncl udes conpact fl uorescent |ighting.

* * %

"Recycling.” The collection, separation, recovery and sale
or reuse of netals, glass, paper, |eaf waste, plastics,

fluorescent | anps or tubes and other materials which would

ot herwi se be di sposed or processed as nunici pal waste or the
mechani zed separation and treatnent of municipal waste (other
t han t hrough conbustion) and creation and recovery of reuseable
materials other than a fuel for the operation of energy.
* %k
Section 2. Sections 1501(c) and 1502(b) and (c) of the act
are amended to read:
Section 1501. Municipal inplenentation of recycling prograns.
* %k
(c) Contents.--The source-separation and collection program
shall include, at a mnimum the follow ng el enments:
(1) An ordinance or regul ati on adopted by the governing
body of the municipality, requiring all of the follow ng:
(i) Persons to separate at |least three materials

deened appropriate by the nmunicipality from ot her
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muni ci pal waste generated at their homes, apartnents and
ot her residential establishnments and to store such
materials until collection. The three materials shall be
chosen fromthe follow ng: clear glass, colored glass,

al um num steel and binetallic cans, high-grade office
paper, newsprint, corrugated paper [and], plastics_and

fluorescent | anps or tubes. Nothing in the ordinance or

regul ati on shall be deened to inpair the ownership of
separated materials by the person who generated them

unl ess and until such materials are placed at curbside or
simlar location for collection by the nunicipality or
its agents.

(ii) Persons to separate |eaf waste from ot her
muni ci pal waste generated at their homes, apartnents and
ot her residential establishnments until collection unless
t hose persons have otherw se provided for the conposting
of | eaf waste. The governing body of a municipality shal
all ow an owner, |andlord or agent of an owner or |andlord
of multifamly rental housing properties with four or
nore units to conply with its responsibilities under this
section by establishing a collection systemfor
recycl able materials at each property. The coll ection
system nmust include suitable containers for collecting
and sorting materials, easily accessible |ocations for
the containers and witten instructions to the occupants
concerning the use and availability of the collection
system Owners, |andlords and agents of owners or
| andl ords who conply with this act shall not be liable
for the nonconpliance of occupants of their buildings.

(1i1) Persons to separate high grade office paper,
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1 al um num corrugated paper and | eaf waste, fluorescent

2 | anps or tubes and other materials deened appropriate by
3 the nmunicipality generated at conmercial, rmunicipal or

4 institutional establishnments and from conmunity

5 activities and to store the material until collection.

6 The governing body of a nmunicipality shall exenpt persons
7 occupying comercial, institutional and muni ci pal

8 establishments within its municipal boundaries fromthe
9 requi renents of the ordinance or regulation if those

10 per sons have ot herwi se provided for the recycling of

11 materials they are required by this section to recycle.
12 To be eligible for an exenption under this subparagraph,
13 a commercial or institutional solid waste generator nust
14 annual Iy provide witten docunentation to the

15 muni ci pality of the total nunmber of tons recycl ed.

16 * %

17 Section 1502. Facilities operation and recycling.

18 * %k

19 (b) Drop-off centers.--
20 (1) Two years after the effective date of this act, no
21 person may operate a mnunicipal waste landfill, resource
22 recovery facility or transfer station unless the operator has
23 established at |east one drop-off center for the collection
24 and sale of at least three recyclable materials. The three
25 mat eri als shall be chosen fromthe follow ng: clear glass,
26 colored glass, alum num steel and binmetallic cans, high
27 grade office paper, newsprint, corrugated paper [and],
28 pl astics and fluorescent | anps or tubes. The center nust be
29 | ocated at the facility or in a place that is easily
30 accessi ble to persons generating municipal waste that is
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processed or disposed at the facility. Each drop-off center

must contain bins or containers where recyclable naterials

may be placed and tenporarily stored. If the operation of the
drop-of f center requires attendants, the center shall be open
at | east eight hours per week, including four hours during
eveni ngs or weekends.

(2) Each operator shall, at |east 30 days prior to the
initiation of the drop-off center program and at | east once
every six nonths thereafter, provide public notice of the
avai lability of the drop-off center. The operator shall place
an advertisenent in a newspaper circulating in the
muni ci pality or provide notice in another nmanner approved by
t he departnent.

(c) Renoval of recyclable materials.--Two years after the
effective date of this act, no person nay operate a resource
recovery facility unless the operator has devel oped a program
for the renbval to the greatest extent practicable of recyclable
mat eri als, such as plastics, high grade office paper, alum num

cl ear glass [and], newspaper and fluorescent |anps or tubes from

the waste to be incinerated.

* * %

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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