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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2704 %55

| NTRODUCED BY MAHONEY, RAMALEY, KULA, CALTAG RONE, CUTLER
DENLI NGER, G BBONS, HALUSKA, KING Kl RKLAND, LEVDANSKY
LONG ETTIl, REICHLEY, ROCK, SIPTROTH, STURLA, SURRA AND
J. VH TE, JULY 9, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JULY 9, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for conbination of
school districts; providing for referendum on conbi nati on of
school districts and for assistance for countyw de school
districts; and further providing for elections or
appointnments in newy forned districts and for duties of
superi nt endents.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 224 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added Decenber
7, 1965 (P.L.1034, No.385), is anended to read:

Section 224. Conbination of School Districts.--Any two or
nore school districts or adm nistrative units nmay conbine to

create a larger school district. [The] Except as provided in

section 224.1, the board of school directors of each school

district desiring to formsuch a conbination shall, by a

majority vote, adopt a resolution outlining the areas to be
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conbi ned and file an application for approval with the

[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Departnent of Education.

The [ Superintendent of Public Instruction] Departnent of

Educati on shall place on the agenda of the State Board of
Educati on each such application for its consideration.

The State Board of Education shall review each application
upon its agenda and approve such applications as it deens w se
in the best interest of the educational system of the
Conmonweal t h.

The State Board may continue the application on its agenda
and may permt any school district or interested party,
aggrieved by the petition, to file its objection. Such objection
shall set forth the basis for and facts of aggrievenent.

If an application is not approved it shall be returned to the
applying districts for resubm ssion in accordance with such
recommendati ons as may be attached thereto.

When an application receives approval, the State Board of
Education shall direct the [Superintendent of Public

Instruction] Departnment of Education to issue a certificate

creating the new school district, listing the name, constituting
conponents, classification and effective date of operation.
Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 224.1. Ref er endum on Conbi nati on of School

Districts.--(a) In any county with a school district of the

2nd, 3rd or 4th class, the county conmi ssioners may, by npjority

vote, adopt a resolution to place a question on the ballot to

deternmine the will of the electors with respect to conbi ni ng al

school districts in the county i nto one countyw de school

district. A copy of the resolution shall be filed with the board

of elections of the county.
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1 (b) The county board of elections shall place on the ball ot
2 a question fairly representing the content of the resol ution

3 filed under subsection (a) at the next primary or general

4 election at |least 90 days after the filing of the resol ution.

5 The election shall be conducted in accordance with the act of

6 June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the "Pennsyl vani a

7 Election Code.”

8 (c) If two-thirds of the electors voting on the question

9 under subsection (b) vote in the affirmative, the secretary

10 shall transmt notice of the vote to the county conm Ssioners
11 and the affected school districts.

12 (d) Upon receipt of notice under subsection (c), the board
13 of directors of the school districts within the county shal

14 file an application with the Departnent of Education for

15 approval of the conbination under section 224.

16 Section 224.2. Assistance for Countyw de School Districts.--
17 1f two or nore school districts conbine to create a countyw de
18 school district and at |east one of the school districts is a
19 school district of the 2nd, 3rd or 4th class, the districts
20 shall be eligible for the follow ng:
21 (1) Services of advisors and |egal counsel fromthe
22 Departnent of Education relating to the conbination of the
23 school districts.
24 (2) Upon application to the Departnent of Education, a grant
25 of two million dollars ($2,000,000) to the new countyw de school
26 district for expenses related to the conbination of the school
27 districts.
28 (3) Participation in the Pennsylvani a Enpl oyee Benefit Trust
29 Fund if participation is approved by all organi zations

30 representing enpl oyes of the new countywi de school district and
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is not in violation of any coll ecti ve bargai ni ng agreenent. The

cost of insurance premiuns resulting fromparticipation is the

responsi bility of the school district and the enpl oyes. The

Commpnweal th shall not be obligated to pay any of the cost of

partici pati on.

(4) At the discretion of the new countyw de school district,

retenti on of aspects of the identity of the conbi ni ng school

districts including:

(i) Nanes of school buildings and other facilities.

(ii) School district nicknanes and mascots.

(iii) Any other indicia of school district identity.

Section 3. Section 308 of the act, anended Decenber 7, 1965
(P.L.1034, No.385), is anended to read:

Section 308. Elections or Appointnents in Newly Forned
Districts.--(a) At the first municipal election occurring nore
than thirty (30) days subsequent to the formation of such new
school district, a board of school directors for such district
shall be el ected or appointed, as provided in this act. Such
school directors shall be elected or appointed for such terns
that the nunber and terns of those whose places are to be filled
at each succeedi ng nmuni ci pal election shall be the sanme as the
nunber and terns of those whose places are filled at the
corresponding election in other school districts of the sane
cl ass.

[When] (b) Except as provided under subsection (d), when two

or nore school districts are conbined into a single district as
the result of State Board approval, the directors then in office
in each conmponent school district shall, until the end of their
respective terns, be directors of the newy fornmed school

di strict. Vacancies occurring in such incunbent positions shal
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not be filled. At the first municipal election follow ng the
date of establishnment of the new district and at each subsequent
muni ci pal election, three directors shall be elected at |arge
for six year ternms. Their termof office shall begin on the
first Monday of Decenber follow ng their election.

(c) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of law to the contrary,

when two or nore school districts are conbined into a countyw de

school district, a countywi de board of school directors shall be

formed by the first Monday of Decenber foll owi ng the date of

establi shnent of the new school district to adm ni ster the new

countywi de school district. The board shall consist of three (3)

directors appointed by the conm ssioners of the county. The

county conmi ssioners shall consider, but are not linmted to,

candi dates for director with the foll owi ng backgrounds:

(1) Educati on.

(2) Business.

(3) Managenent .

(4) Local governnment.

(5) Construction.

(6) Mai nt enance.

(d) A director appoi nted under subsection (c) shall serve a

termof six (6) years. The inauqural board of school directors

shall serve the foll owi ng terns:

(1) One director serving a two (2) year term

(2) One director serving a four (4) year term

(3) One director serving a six (6) year term

A director shall not serve for nore than two (2) terns or twelve

(12) years, whichever is |ess.

(e) The school directors of the conponent districts of the

new district before the date of establishnent or the board of
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school directors after establishnent, may, if they choose,
develop a plan to divide the new school district into three or
nine regions in the sanme manner as provided in section 303 of
this act.

Section 4. Section 1081 of the act, anended January 14, 1970
(1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 1081. Duties of Superintendents.--The duties of
di strict superintendents shall be to visit personally as often
as practicable the several schools under his supervision, to
note the courses and nmethods of instruction and branches taught,
to give such directions in the art and nethods of teaching in
each school as he deens expedi ent and necessary, [and] to report
to the board of school directors any insufficiency found, so
t hat each school shall be equal to the grade for which it was
established and that there nay be, as far as practicable,

uniformty in the courses of study in the schools of the several

grades, to hire professional, tenporary professional or

nonpr of essi onal enpl oyes and such other duties as may be

required by the board of school directors. The district

superi ntendent shall have a seat on the board of schoo

directors of the district, and the right to speak on all matters
before the board, but not to vote.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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