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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2582 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, MANN, HERSHEY, MJUNDY, GRUCELA, ROCK
JAMES, THOVAS, HENNESSEY, KULA, MELI O AND SI PTROTH
JUNE 4, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, JUNE 4, 2008
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, in juvenile matters,

further providing for disposition of dependent child.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6351 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anended by addi ng subsections to read:
8§ 6351. Disposition of dependent child.

* * %

(g.1) Termnation of jurisdiction.--At the required court

hearing to term nate jurisdiction over a dependent child who i s

18 yvears of age or older, the county agency shall do the

(1) Ensure that the child is present in court, unless

good cause i s shown and accepted by the court. If the child

cannot be | ocated, the county agency nust docunent efforts to

| ocate the chil d.

(2) Subnit a report to court verifying that the




1 follow ng information, docunents and services have been

2 provided to the child:

3 (i) Witten information concerning the child's

4 dependency case, including the child's fanmly history and
5 pl acenent history, the whereabouts of any siblings under
6 the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, unless the court
7 determines that sibling contact would jeopardize the

8 safety or welfare of the sibling and the date on which
9 the jurisdiction of the juvenile court would be

10 t er m nat ed.

11 (ii) The follow ng docunents:

12 (A) Social Security card.

13 (B) Certified birth certificate.

14 (© _Imuni zation and health records.

15 (D) _Education records.

16 (E) Legal docunents relating to custody.

17 (F) If applicable, proof of citizenship or

18 resi dence _as described in 55 Pa. Code § 3130.45

19 (relating to pernmanent docunents).
20 (iii) Evidence that the child has received
21 assi stance in conpleting an application for nedical
22 assi stance or other health insurance.
23 (iv) In cases where the county agency is aware_that
24 the child has or may need nental health services,
25 docunentation that:
26 (A)  The child has been referred to the | oca
27 office of nental health.
28 (B) _An assessnent of current nental health needs
29 has been conpleted by a nental health professional
30 (© _ If appropriate, a case nmanager through the
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havi

|l ocal office of nmental health has been assi gned to

the chil d.

(D) |If the assessnment reveals a need for

services, an i nteragency neeti ng has occurred anpng

the child, any fanm |y nenbers or individuals

identified as inportant to the child, the county

child wel fare agency worker, the child's county

mental health case nmanager, if any, a representative

of the county adult nental health system and any

i nvol ved service providers and rel evant systens'

representatives to develop a witten plan that

identifies appropriate services and supports for the

child's transition fromthe child welfare system

(E) The services and supports recommended

t hrough the assessnent and agreed upon during the

i nt eragency neeting described in clause (D), and

included in the witten plan, were nmade avail abl e on

or before the pl anned di scharge date, or the services

were applied for in a tinmely nanner and there i s an

expl anation as to why the services could not be nade

avai | abl e before di scharge.

(v) |In cases where the child has been identified as

ng nental retardati on, docunentation that:
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(A) The child has been registered with the | ocal

office of nental retardation.

(B) A service coordi nator has been assi gned to

the chil d.

(D) A current Prioritizati on of Urgency of Need
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for Services (PUNS) has been conpl et ed.

(E) An interagency neeting to plan for the

child's transition fromthe child welfare system

occurred at | east one year before the pl anned date of

di scharge, or at the earliest tine possible if the

child' s discharge date is set for | ess than one year

fromthe date it is recorded in the child's

per manency plan, and i ncluded the child, any famly

menbers or individuals identified as i nportant to the

child, the county child wel fare agency worker, any

i nvol ved provider of nental retardati on services,

representatives fromthe county office of nental

retardati on, the child' s supports coordi nator

representative fromthe regi onal office of

devel opnental prograns and representatives fromthe

educati on system

(vi) |In cases where the child has auti sm

ment ati on that:
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(A) The Bureau of Autism Services or its

desi gnee was contacted at | east one year prior to the

child' s planned di scharge date recorded on the

child' s permanency plan or at the earliest tine

possible if the child's discharge date is set for

| ess than one year fromthe date it is recorded in

the child' s pernmanency pl an.

(B) The child's needs have been assessed and al

appropri ate servi ces and wai vers have been appli ed

for.

(C) An interagency neeting to plan for the

child's transition fromthe child welfare system
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occurred at | east one year before the pl anned date of

di scharge, or at the earliest tine possible if the

child' s discharge date is set for | ess than one year

fromthe date it is recorded in the child's

per manency plan, and i ncluded the child, any famly

menbers or individuals identified as i nportant to the

child, the county child wel fare agency worker, a

representative fromthe regi onal office of

devel opnental prograns and representatives fromthe

educati on system

(vii) |In cases where the child has a physi cal

disability, docunentati on that contact has been made with

the | ocal agenci es which adm ni ster hone-based and

communi ty- based wai vers for adults with disabilities and

an assessnent has been nmade as to which waivers the child

may be eligible for and an appropri ate appli cati on has

been subnitted at | east six nonths prior to the pl anned

di scharge recorded in the child' s pernmanency plan or the

earliest tine possible if the child' s discharge date is

set for less than six nonths fromthe date it is recorded

in the child' s permanency pl an.

(viii) A description of the child's suitable housing

plan.

(i x) Docunentation that the child has a source of

i ncone through enpl oynent or other | eqiti nate neans,

whi ch shall not include public benefits unless the child

has been deternm ned to be unable to work due to a

disability.

(x) Docunentation of the child's educati on pl an and

t hat assi stance has been provided in applvying for
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30

adm ssion to coll ege, a vocational traini ng program or

ot her educational institution and i n obtaining financi al

aid.

(xi) Docunentation that the county agency assi sted

the child in identifying individuals who can support the

child in the child's transition to adul t hood.

(xii) Docunentation that the child has had the

opportunity to receive services through the Statew de

Adopti on and Per manency Network or any of its affiliates.

(xiii) Docunentation that an applicati on for

Suppl enental Security | ncone (SSI) benefits has been

submtted for any child with a disability.

(3) Informthe child that the child nmay request that the

court continue its jurisdiction until the child attains 21

vears of age if the child is in a course of treatnent or

i nstructi on pursuant to paragraph (3) of the definition of

"child" in section 6302.

(g.2) Continued jurisdiction.--The court may conti nue

jurisdiction if it finds that the county agency has not net the

requi renents of subsection (g.1)(2) and (3). If the court

deterni nes that continued jurisdiction is warranted pursuant to

this subsection, the continuati on shall be ordered for that

period of tinme necessary for the county agency to neet the

requi renents of subsection (g.1)(2) and (3). This subsection

shall not be construed to linmt the ability of the juvenile

court to continue jurisdiction pursuant to paradgraph (3) of the

definition of "child" in section 6302.

(g.3) Reentry.--A child who was adj udi cat ed dependent pri or

to attaining 18 years of age nay petition the court to reenter

the child welfare systemat any tine prior to attaining 21 years
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of age. The petition nmay be made by the child, the child's

former attorney or guardian ad litem the child' s forner agency

or i ndependent living care worker or any interested party. The

court may adjudi cate the child dependent if the child neets any

in section 6302.

* * %

1
2
3
4
5 of the criteria listed under the definition of "dependent child"
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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