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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2554 5%

I NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, SCHRODER, M GEEHAN, BARRAR, BELFANTI ,
BEYER, Bl SHOP, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE, COHEN, CONKLI N, DALEY,
DePASQUALE, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEORCE, d BBONS, GOODVAN,
GRUCELA, HARHAI, HELM JOSEPHS, KENNEY, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA,
LEACH, LONGE ETTI, MILVAINE SMTH, MELI O M LNE, MJRT,
MUSTI O, MYERS, PETRARCA, RAMALEY, READSHAW SCAVELLO, SEIP
SI PTROTH, K. SM TH, STEIL, THOVAS, VEREB, WATERS, J. VWH TE
AND YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 20, 2008

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, MAY 20, 2008
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AN ACT
Providing for health insurance coverage for dependent children
with disabilities under certain circunstances and for the
powers and duties of the Insurance Departnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Health
I nsurance Coverage for Dependent Children with Disabilities Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Insurance Departnent of the Conmonweal t h.

"Docunented disability.” A disability that would prevent a

person with the disability frommintaining a full course | oad



1 at an institution of higher education as determ ned by a

2 |licensed physician with expertise in and know edge of the

3 disability.

4 "Heal th insurance policy.” Any group health insurance

5 policy, contract or plan, or any individual policy, contract or
6 plan with dependent coverage for children, which provides

7 nmedical coverage on an expense-incurred, service or prepaid

8 basis subject to any one of the follow ng:

9 (1) The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as
10 The | nsurance Conpany Law of 1921.

11 (2) The act of December 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364),
12 known as the Heal th M ntenance Organi zation Act.

13 (3) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan

14 corporations) or 63 (relating to professional health services
15 pl an corporations).

16 "Li censed physician.” An individual who has acquired a

17 license to practice nedicine under the act of October 5, 1978
18 (P.L.1109, No.261), known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice
19 Act, the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known as
20 the Medical Practice Act of 1985, or the equivalent thereof in
21 another jurisdiction.
22 Section 3. Coverage of dependent children.
23 (a) GCeneral rule.--If the coverage for dependent children
24 includes coverage for dependent children who are full-tine
25 students and over 18 years of age, dependent coverage shall not
26 exclude benefits for a student who:
27 (1) Is enrolled less than full-time as a result of a
28 docunent ed di sability.
29 (2) Mintains a course |oad of at |east seven credit
30 hours per senester
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(b) Docunentation and certification of nedical necessity.--
To establish entitlenment to coverage under this section,
docunentation and certification of the nmedical necessity of
enrollnment that is less than full tinme nust be submtted to the
insurer by the student's attendi ng physician.

Section 4. Delivery of policy.

If a health insurance policy provides coverage or benefits to
a resident of this Commonwealth, it shall be deened to be
delivered in this Coomonwealth within the nmeaning of this act,
regardl ess of whether the health care insurer issuing or
delivering the policy is located within or outside this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 5. Regul ations.

The departnent shall pronmulgate regulations to inplenent this
act .

Section 6. Applicability.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherw se provided under
subsection (b), this act shall apply to all insurance policies,
subscri ber contracts and group insurance certificates issued
under any group master policy, delivered or issued for delivery
on or after the effective date of this section. This act shal
al so apply to all renewals of contracts on any renewal date
which is on or after the effective date of this section.

(b) Exceptions.--The provisions of this act shall not apply
to the follow ng types of insurance:

(1) Hospital indemity.

(2) Accident.

(3) Specified disease.

(4) Disability incone.

(5) GCuvilian Health and Medi cal Program of the Uniforned
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Servi ces (CHAMPUS) suppl enent.
(6) Long-termcare.
(7) Oher Iimted benefit insurance plans.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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