PRINTER S NO. 2967

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2100 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY SAYLOR, N CKOL, MACKERETH, MELI O WALKO, BARRAR
BELFANTI, BENNI NGTON, BRENNAN, CAPPELLI, COHEN, FLECK,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, CGEORGE, G NGRI CH, HALUSKA, HARHART, HERSHEY,
JOSEPHS, KOTI K, M| LHATTAN, M LNE, MOYER, MJNDY, MJRT, MYERS
NAILOR, M O BRI EN, PETRONE, RUBLEY, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY
STABACK, STURLA, THOVAS, J. VH TE AND YOUNGBLOCD
DECEMBER 6, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, DECEMBER 6, 2007

AN ACT

Provi di ng mandat ory i nsurance coverage for general anesthesia
for dental care for certain persons.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Tooth decay is the single nost conmon chronic

1
2
3
4
5 di sease of childhood. Dental treatnent for children is
6 inperative to maintain their health.

7 (2) Children suffer significant norbidity fromtooth
8 decay, including pain, infection, dysfunction, poor

9 appear ance and m ssed school days.

10 (3) The necessity for dentists to utilize general

11 anest hesia may occur on the very young, disabled or special
12 needs patients, where the dental treatnent is not deened
13 possi bl e wit hout general anesthesia by the dentist.

14 (4) Because general anesthesia for dental treatnment is

15 not covered by sonme health insurance policies, the result can
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be treatnment with conprom sed outcones, parents subjected to

i ncurred expenses or treatnment not performed, at the expense

of the child s health.

(5) Mandatory insurance coverage for general anesthesia
for dental treatnment is essential to ensure that all children
receive the dental treatnment they need to maintain good
heal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Children's
and Special Needs Patient's Access to Quality Dental Care Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Associ ated nedical costs." Hospitalization and rel ated
nmedi cal expenses, such as the adm nistration of general
anest hesi a when dental treatnment nmust be perforned in a dental
of fice.

"Dental care." The diagnosis, treatnent planning and
i npl enentation of services directed at the prevention and
treatment of diseases, conditions and dysfunctions relating to
the oral cavity and its associated structures and their inpact
upon the human body, or the inplenentation of professional
dental care, which includes diagnostic, preventive, therapeutic,
restorative, oral and nmaxillofacial, surgical, endodontic,
prost hodontic, orthodontic, periodontic and aesthetic (cosnetic)
services provided to dental patients by a legally qualified

denti st or physician operating within the scope of the dentist's
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or physician's training.

"Eligible dental patient."

(1) A dental patient who is severely disabled nentally,
physi cal |y, devel opnentally, enotionally or behaviorally and
the patient is an extrenely uncooperative, unnmanageabl e,
anxi ous, fearful individual or is an unconmunicative
i ndi vidual with dental needs deened sufficiently inportant
t hat dental care cannot be deferred.

(2) Children under five years of age.

"Ceneral anesthesia.” A controlled state of unconsci ousness,
i ncl udi ng deep sedation, that is produced by a pharnacol ogic
nmet hod, a nonphar macol ogi ¢ net hod or a conbinati on of both and
that is acconpanied by a conplete or partial |oss of protective
refl exes that include the patient's inability to nmaintain an
ai rway i ndependently and to respond purposefully to physical
stinmulation or verbal comrand.

"Health care facility.” Any health care facility providing
clinically related health services, including, but not Iimted
to, a general or special hospital, including psychiatric
hospitals, rehabilitation hospitals, anbulatory surgica
facilities, long-termcare nursing facilities, cancer treatnent
centers using radiation therapy on an anbul atory basis and
i npatient drug and al cohol treatnent facilities, both profit and
nonprofit and including those operated by an agency or State or
| ocal governnment. The termshall also include a hospice. The
termshall not include an office used primarily for the private
or group practice by health care practitioners where no
reviewable clinically related health service is offered, a
facility providing treatnment solely on the basis of prayer or

spiritual neans in accordance with the tenets of any church or
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1 religious denomnation or a facility conducted by a religious

2 organization for the purpose of providing health care services

3 exclusively to clergy or other persons in a religious profession
4 who are nenbers of the religious denom nations conducting the

5 facility.

6 "Heal th insurance policy.” An individual or group health,

7 sickness or accident policy, subscriber contract or certificate
8 issued by an entity subject to this act or any of the follow ng:
9 (1) The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The
10 Insurance Conpany Law of 1921.

11 (2) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known
12 as the Health Mintenance Organi zation Act.

13 (4) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan

14 corporations) or 63 (relating to professional health services

15 plan corporations).

16 (5) Medical assistance.

17 The term does not include any of the follow ng types of

18 policies: accident only, fixed indemity, limted benefit,

19 credit, dental, vision, specified disease, Medicare
20 supplenental, Cvilian Health and Medi cal Program of the Uniform
21 Services (CHAMPUS) supplenent, long-termcare, disability
22 incone, workers' conpensation or autonobile nmedical paynent.
23 Section 3. Required coverage.
24 (a) GCeneral rule.--
25 (1) Every health insurance policy shall cover general
26 anest hesi a and associ ated nedi cal costs provided to an
27 eligible dental patient.
28 (2) A health insurance carrier may require authorization
29 of hospitalization for dental care procedures in the sane
30 manner that prior authorization is required for
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hospitalization for other covered di seases or conditions.

(3) A policy of accident and health i nsurance providing
coverage to a resident of this Commonweal th nust al so provide
coverage for general anesthesia and associ ated nedi cal costs
derived by its administration and billed by a dentist for an
eligible dental patient excluding dental care covered under
the health plan, regardl ess of whether the services are
provided in a health care facility or a dental office.

(4) This act shall not be construed to require coverage
for the dental care for which the general anesthesia is
provi ded.

(5) The provisions of this act shall not apply to dental
care rendered for tenporal mandi bul ar joint disorders.

(b) Coverage subject to annual deductible, copaynent or
coi nsurance requirenents.--The coverage required under this act
shall be subject to the annual deductible, copaynment or
coi nsurance requirenments inposed by an entity subject to this
act for simlar coverages under the sane health insurance policy
or contract.
Section 4. Delivery of policy.

If a health insurance policy provides coverage or benefits to
a resident of this Commonwealth, it shall be deened to be
delivered in this Coomonwealth within the nmeaning of this act,
regardl ess of whether the health care insurer issuing or
delivering the policy is located within or outside this
Conmonweal t h.
Section 5. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.

Section 6. Applicability.
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This act shall apply to all health insurance policies issued
under any group master policy or individual policy delivered or
i ssued for delivery on or after the effective date of this act
only to residents of this Commobnwealth and to renewal s of such
policies on or after the effective date of this act.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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