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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1868 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MURT, ARGALL, BENNI NGHOFF, BENNI NGTON, BEYER,
Bl SHOP, BOYD, BROOKS, CALTAGQ RONE, CLYMER, COSTA, CUTLER,
DENLI NGER, DePASQUALE, EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, GEI ST, G NGRI CH
GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HARHART, HARPER, HARRI S, HELM HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, HORNAMAN, KENNEY, LENTZ, MANN, MANTZ, MARSHALL
McGEEHAN, Mol LHATTAN, MELI O METCALFE, R M LLER MOUL
MOYER, NAILOR, O NEILL, PAYNE, PEIFER, PETRONE, QU GLEY,
QUI NN, READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROCK, RUBLEY, SABATI NA, SAYLOR
SCAVELLGO, SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, STERN, SWANGER, TANGRETTI,
J. TAYLOR, R TAYLOR AND VI TALI, OCTOBER 2, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 2, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for nonetary limts
of liability.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5505 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 5505. Monetary limts of liability.
(a) GCeneral rule.--Liability of the parents under this
chapter shall be limted to:
(1) The sum of [$1,000] $2,000 for injuries suffered by
any one person as a result of one tortious act or continuous
series of tortious acts.

(2) The sum of [%$2,500] $5,000 regardl ess of the nunber



of persons who suffer injury as a result of one tortious act

or continuous series of tortious acts.

(b) Proceedings where | oss exceeds liability.--1n the event
that actual | oss as ascertained by the court or the judgnent

agai nst the child exceeds [$2,500] the applicabl e anount under

subsection (a), the parents shall be discharged fromfurther

liability by the payment of [$2,500] the applicable amunt under

subsection (a) into court. The court shall cause all aggrieved

parties to submt item zed statenents of loss in witing and
shall make distribution proportionately, whether the clains be
for injuries to the person or for theft, destruction or |oss of
property. The court nay take testinmony to assist it in nmaking
proper distribution and may appoint a master to acconplish this
purpose. All costs and fees incurred in these proceedi ngs shal

be [paid fromthe $2,500] deducted fromthe anpbunt paid into

court under subsection (a).

(c) Joint acts by children of sanme parent.--The limtations
on liability set forth in subsections (a) and (b) shall be
appl i cabl e when two or nore children of the same parent engage
jointly in the comm ssion of one tortious act or series of
tortious acts.

Section 2. This act shall apply to tortious acts conmtted
after the effective date of this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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