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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1789 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SCAVELLO, S| PTROTH, BELFANTI, BI SHOP, CARRCLL
CRElI GHTON, CURRY, DALEY, DALLY, DeLUCA, GElI ST, GEORGE
G LLESPI E, GOCDVAN, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, KOTI K
KULA, LEACH MGEEHAN, MELI O, M LLARD, MJRT, O NEILL, PEIFER
PETRONE, PI CKETT, RElICHLEY, SOLOBAY, J. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, AUGUST 1, 2007

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, AUGUST 1, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
2 act relating to the public school system including certain

3 provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al

4 school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

5 laws relating thereto,"” further providing for CPR and

6 aut omat ed external defibrillator instruction; providing for

7 procedures regardi ng response to cardiac arrest, for

8 donations for use related to CPR instruction, for donations

9 to school entities for use in CPRinstruction, for a

10 cardi ovascul ar screening pilot programand for availability
11 of automated external defibrillator.

12 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
13 (1) Each year at |east 250,000 Anericans die of sudden
14 cardi ac arrest before they reach a hospital. Sudden cardi ac
15 arrest strikes people of all ages and degrees of fitness, and
16 usual ly strikes w thout warning.
17 (2) Many lives can be saved if bystanders quickly
18 t el ephone 911 and begi n cardi opul nonary resuscitati on (CPR)
19 or if a trained responder provides defibrillation within

20 m nut es.
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(3) Most cardiac arrest is caused by ventricul ar
fibrillation, an abnormal heart rhythmthat prevents the
heart from punpi ng bl ood, which can be treated by
defibrillation.

(4) For this reason, the near availability of an
aut omat ed external defibrillator is critical to protecting
lives in |ocations where energency personnel may not arrive
in timne.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1205.4 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
Novenber 22, 2000 (P.L.672, No.91), is anended to read:

Section 1205.4. CPR and Use of Autonated External

Defibrillator Instruction.--(a) School entities shall [be

required to offer a cardiopul nonary resuscitation training (CPR)

cl ass] nake available to district enployes and vol unteers

instruction in the principles and techni ques of cardi opul nbnary

resuscitati on (CPR) and the use of an autonnted external

defibrillator (AED), as defined in section 1423, on school

prem ses at |east once every three years. The course shall be

offered as an option to all enployes and vol unteers of the

school entity.

(b) Conpletion of training, including testing of skills and
know edge, shall be docunented by the signature and title of a
representative of the training entity and shall include the date

trai ning was conpl eted. Docunentation shall be retained in the

facility in that enploye's or volunteer's file. Training shal
be conduct ed by:
(1) the Anmerican Red Cross;
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(2) the Anmerican Heart Association;

(3) an individual certified to conduct CPR training by the
Anerican Red Cross, Anerican Heart Association or other
certifying agency approved by the Departnment of Health; or

(4) other certifying agency approved by the Departnent of
Heal t h.

(c) School [districts] entities may include this training in
t he continuing education plan submtted by the district to the

Depart ment of Education under section 1205. 1.

(c.1) Each school nurse, assistant school nurse, athletic

coach or sponsor, physical education instructor, nmarchi ng band

director, athletic trainer, cheerl eadi ng coach, and any ot her

school enpl oye specified by the secretary and each student who

serves as an athletic trainer nust participate in the

instruction in the use of an automated external defibrillator. A

person described in this subsection nust recei ve and mai ntain

certification in the use of an autonmated external defibrill ator

fromthe American Heart Associ ation, the Ameri can Red Cross or a

simlar nationally recogni zed associ ati on.

(c.2) A nonpublic or private school that receives an

autonat ed external defibrillator fromthe departnent or receives

funding froma certifying agency to purchase or | ease an

autonat ed external defibrill ator under section 1205.5 shal

adopt a policy under which the school nmkes avail able to school

enpl oyes and vol unteers instruction in the principles and

t echni ques of cardi opul nbnary resuscitati on and the use of an

autonat ed external defibrillator. The policy nmust conply with

the requirenents prescribed by this section and rul es adopted by

t he depart nent.

(d) For purposes of this section, a school entity shall be
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defined as a | ocal school district, internmediate unit, [or] area

vocati onal -t echni cal school or charter school.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 1205. 5. Pr ocedur es Regardi ng Response to Cardi ac

Arrest.--(a) Each school entity, nonpublic and private schoo

shal|l devel op safety procedures to followin responding to a

medi cal energency involving cardiac arrest, including the

appropri ate response tine in adm ni steri ng cardi opul nonary

resuscitati on, using an automated external defibrillator, or

calling a | ocal energency nedi cal services provider.

(b)Y A nonpublic or private school that recei ves an autonated

external defibrillator fromthe Departnent of Educati on or

recei ves funding fromthe departnent to purchase or | ease an

autonat ed external defibrillator shall conply with this section.

Secti on 1205. 6. Donati ons for Use Related to CPR and

Aut omat ed External Defibrillator Instruction.--(a) The

departnent may accept donati ons, includi ng donati ons of

equi pnent, for use in providing CPR and AED i nstruction to

students, school enpl oyes and vol unteers. The Departnent of

Educat i on:

(1) shall distribute the donations to school entities for

t he purpose of CPR and AED instructi on under sections 1205.4 and

1205.7; and

(2) nmay use a portion of the donations to the extent

necessary to pay admi nistrative expenses related to the

donati ons.

(b)Y A school entity nmay accept fromthe departnent donati ons

t he departnment recei ves under subsection (a) for use in

providing instruction to students in the principles and

t echni ques of CPR. A school entity nay accept other donati ons,
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i ncl udi ng donati ons of equi pnent, for use in providing the

i nstructi on.

(c) To the extent that resources are available to a school

entity under this section, the school entity shall provide

instruction to students in the principles and techni ques of CPR

(d) A school entity nmay use resources other than those nnde

avai |l abl e under this section to provide instruction to students

in the principles and techni ques of CPR

(e) The departnent nmay adopt rules as necessary to inpl enent

this section.

Section 1205.7. CPR Instruction: Donati ons to School

Entities for Use in CPR Instruction.--(a) To the extent that

resources are available to a school entity under section 1205.6,

a school entity shall provide instruction to students in the

pri nci pl es and techni ques of CPR

(b) A school entity that provides instruction to students in

the principles and techni ques of CPR may accept fromthe

Departnment of Educati on donati ons the departnent receives under

section 1205.6 for use in providing instruction to students in

the principles and techni ques of CPR. A school entity nmay accept

ot her donati ons, including donati ons of equi pnent, for use in

providing the instruction.

(c) A school entity nmay use resources other than those nnde

avai | abl e under section 1205.6 to provide instruction to

students in the principles and techni ques of CPR

Section 1402.1. Cardi ovascul ar Screening Pil ot Program --(a)

There is hereby established a pil ot program under whi ch sixth

grade students at participating school entities are adni ni stered

a cardi ovascul ar screeni ng, including an el ectrocardi ogram and

an echocar di ogr am
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(b)Y The Secretary of Educati on shall select school entities

to participate in the pilot program |In selecting school

entities, the secretary shall ensure that the cardi ovascul ar

screening is admnistered to an ethnically di verse range of

students.

(c) The Departnent of Education may accept grants and

donations for use in admnistering the pil ot program

(d) Participating school entities shall:

(1) provide the results of a student's cardi ovascul ar

screening to the student's parent or gquardi an; and

(2) provide a summary of the results of the cardi ovascul ar

screenings to the departnent in a nmanner that does not identify

specific students. Not |ater than January 1, 2009, the

departnent shall prepare and deliver to the General Assenbly a

report sunmarizing the results of the cardi ovascul ar screeni ngs.

Thi s subsecti on expires June 1, 2009.

(e) The departnent nmay adopt rul es necessary to adm ni ster

this section.

Section 3. Section 1423 of the act, added May 17, 2001
(P.L.4, No.4), is anmended to read:

Section 1423. [Automatic] Autonated Externa
Defibrillators.--(a) For the fiscal year 2001-2002, the
departnment shall establish a one-tinme automatic external
defibrillator programto assist school entities in acquiring
automatic external defibrillators.

(b) The department, in consultation with the Departnent of
General Services, shall issue an invitation to bid for the cost
of automatic external defibrillators. The departnent shal

accept the bid of the | owest responsible bidder and permt any

school entity to purchase the devices at the contract bid price.
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(c) To be eligible to obtain or purchase automatic external
defibrillators under the programa school entity nust:

(1) Assure that two (2) or nore persons assigned to the
| ocati on where the automatic external defibrillator will be
primarily housed are trained as required in subsection (d).

(2) Ensure that the device will be secured in a safe and
readily accessible |location and agree to properly maintain and
test the device according to the manufacturer's operational
gui del i nes.

(3) Submt a valid prescription for the device froma
| icensed nedical practitioner in this Conmonwealt h.

(4) Agree to provide the training required by subsection
(d).

(d) School personnel who are expected to use the [autonmatic]
aut omat ed external defibrillator shall conplete training in

cardi opul nonary resuscitation and in the use of an [automati c]
aut omat ed external defibrillator provided by the American Heart
Associ ation, the American Red Cross or through an equival ent
course of instruction approved by the Departnent of Health.

(e) A school entity may include the training required by
subsection (d) in its continuing professional education plan
submtted to the departnent under section 1205. 1.

(f) The provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. 8§ 8331.2 (relating to good
Samaritan civil immunity for use of autonmated external
defibrillator) shall apply to school enployes who render care
with an [automatic] automated external defibrillator.

(g) Fromfunds appropriated for this purpose, the
departnment, upon request, shall provide: up to two (2)
[automatic] automated external defibrillators to each school

district; one (1) [automatic] automated external defibrillator
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to each internediate unit; and one (1) [automatic] automated
external defibrillator to each area vocational -technical school

(h) No school entity shall be required to participate in the
automatic external defibrillator program

(i) No later than June 30, 2002, the secretary shall submt
a report to the General Assenbly describing the effectiveness of
this section in outfitting the Commonweal th's school entities
with [automatic] autonated external defibrillators.

(j) The department nay adopt guidelines as necessary to
adm ni ster this section.

(k) As used in this section--

"[ Automatic] Automated external defibrillator” neans a
portabl e device that uses electric shock to restore a stable
heart rhythmto an individual in cardiac arrest.

"Departnent” means the Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"School entity" neans an area vocational -technical school, a
charter school, an internediate unit, a nonpublic school or a
school district.

"Secretary" neans the Secretary of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1423.1. Availability of Autonated External

Defibrillators.--(a) Every school entity, nonpublic and private

school shall have at | east one autonnted external defibrill ator

on the school's prenises or canmpus at all tines. The board of

school directors shall adopt a policy regardi ng the pl acenent

and use of AEDs and the nunber of personnel who nmust receive

training as required by section 1205. 4.

(b)Y Whenever school entities' facilities are used for
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1 school -sponsored or _school - approved interscholastic athletics,
2 and whenever such events or athletics are held at any |ocation,
3 the school entity whose facilities are being used shall, in

4 cooperation with the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic

5 Agency (PIAA), nake avail able an autonat ed external

6 defibrillator and at | east one school enploye who is trained

7 pursuant to section 1205.4 at each interscholastic athletic

8 contest or conpetition. The presence of energency services

9 personnel shall fulfill the requirenent.

10 (c) This section does not:

11 (1) waive any liability or imunity of a school entity or
12 its officers or enployes; or

13 (2) create any liability for or a cause of action against a
14 school entity or its officers or enployes.

15 (d) Every school entity, nonpublic and private school shal
16 ensure that every AED on the school's prenises or canpus is

17 properly tested and nmintained in accordance with the

18 nmanufacturer's operational guidelines.

19 (e) This section applies to a nonpublic or private school
20 that receives an automated external defibrillator fromthe
21 departnent or receives funding fromthe departnent to purchase
22 or lease an automated external defibrillator under section
23 1205.6.
24 Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days or
25 inmmediately, whichever is |ater.
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