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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1610 %5

| NTRODUCED BY DERMODY, FRANKEL, LEVDANSKY, WALKO, RAMALEY,
PETRONE, KOTI K, MARKOSEK, GERCGELY, READSHAW AND KORTZ,
JUNE 21, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, JUNE 21, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), entitled "An

act providing for a Statew de emergency tel ephone nunber 911

system providing for contributions fromtel ephone

subscri bers; providing a penalty; and meking a repeal,"

further defining "contribution rate"; and further providing

for county plan and expenditures.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "contribution rate" in section
2 of the act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), known as the
Public Safety Energency Tel ephone Act, anended Decenber 30, 2003
(P.L.384, No.56), is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Contribution rate.” A fee assessed agai nst a tel ephone

subscri ber for the nonrecurring costs, maintenance and operating
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costs of a 911 system Counties of the first [through] and
second class A may inpose a nonthly contribution rate in an
amount not to exceed $1 per line on each | ocal exchange access

line. Counties of the second class nmay i npose a nonthly

contribution rate in an anount not to exceed $2 per |line on each

| ocal exchange access |ine. Counties of the third through fifth

cl ass may i npose nonthly contribution rates in an anobunt not to
exceed $1.25 per line on each | ocal exchange access line.
Counties of the sixth through eighth class may inpose a nonthly
contribution rate in an anbunt not to exceed $1.50 per |ine on
each | ocal exchange access |ine. The contribution rate may be
used by counties for the expenses of inplenenting, expanding or
upgradi ng a 911 system Expenses eligible for reinbursenent

t hrough the contribution rate shall include tel ephone term nal
equi pnent, trunk line service installation, network changes,
building of initial data base and any other nonrecurring costs
to establish a 911 system The contribution rate nmay al so be
used to fund recurring costs pursuant to section 8(b). Expenses
not eligible for reinbursenment through the contribution rate
shall include purchase of real estate, cosnetic renodeling,
central office upgrades, hiring of dispatchers, anbul ances, fire
engi nes or other energency vehicles, utilities, taxes and ot her
expenses as determ ned by the Pennsyl vani a Enmer gency Managenent

Agency. In addition to the eligible expenses set forth above,

counties of the second class are eliqgible for reinbursenent

t hrough the contribution rate for the general costs of providing

ener gency servi ces.

Section 2. Sections 5(h) and 8(b) of the act, anmended
February 12, 1998 (P.L.64, No.17), are anended to read:

Section 5. County pl an.
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* * %

(h) Contribution rate changes.--0Once a plan and contri bution

rate has been established, the contribution rate shall renmmin

fixed for a period of at least [three] two years fromthe date

of the conmi ssion's approval of the contribution rate in the

county plan. Updating and expandi ng the present system shal

requi re an anended plan to be filed with the agency. The
contribution rate shall remain fixed for [three] two years even
if the present systemis updated and expanded. Requests for
contribution rate changes shall be subnmitted to the agency to be
forwarded to the conm ssion for approval as provided by
subsection (e). Contribution rate increases shall not be
permtted nore often than every [three] two years and shall not
take effect unless approved by the commr ssion.

* %k
Section 8. Expenditures for nonrecurring costs, training,

nobi | e conmuni cati ons equi pnent, nmai ntenance and
operation of 911 systens.

* %k

(b) Itenms included in nonrecurring costs, training, nobile
comuni cati ons equi pnent, mai nt enance and operation costs. --
Mai nt enance and operation costs may include tel ephone conpany
charges, equi pnent costs or equi pnent | ease charges, repairs,
utilities, devel opnent and mai nt enance of a naster street
address gui de, erection of street signs on State and | ocal
hi ghways, data base nai ntenance costs, personnel training,
salary and benefit costs which are directly related to the
provi sion of 911 services and costs for nobile conmunications
equi pnent, audit costs and appropriate carryover costs from

previ ous years. Mintenance and operation costs shall not
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i ncl ude any cost necessary to house the 911 system No nore than
[ 704 80% of the contribution rate collected during each

county's fiscal year may be utilized to fund personnel training,

* * %

1
2
3
4 salary and benefit costs.
5
6

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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