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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1579 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, DALEY, GCEI ST, HENNESSEY,
REI CHLEY, SEIP, SIPTROTH, SURRA AND THOVAS, JUNE 20, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 20, 2007
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AN ACT
Requi ring the Departnent of Education to manage collective
bar gai ni ng for school district personnel and to prepare a
pl an for consolidation of school districts.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public School
Ref or m Act .
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) It is necessary to consider nassive changes in the
publ i c school system of the Commonweal t h.
(2) Financing of public schools is of critical concern
to the Commonweal t h.
(3) The nobst inportant aspects of public school
fi nanci ng are:
(i) collective bargaining;

(1i) physical facilities;
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(ti1) supplies; and
(iv) transportation.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"School district." A wunit established under Article Il of
the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public
School Code of 1949.

"School district personnel."” Enployees of a school district.
Section 4. School district personnel.

(a) Collective bargaining.--The departnment shall be the
publ i c enpl oyer for purposes of collective bargaining with the
enpl oyee representative of school district personnel under the
act of July 23, 1970 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the Public
Enpl oye Rel ati ons Act.

(b) Adm nistration.--Each school district has authority over
sel ection, term nation, pronotion, denotion and discipline of
school district personnel.

(c) Applicability.--This section shall apply to collective
bar gai ni ng agreenents entered into or renewed on or after the
effective date of this section.

Section 5. Consolidation.

(a) Plan.--The departnment shall prepare a plan for
consol idation of school districts in order to do all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Reduce the nunber of school districts.

(2) Maximze utilization of:
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(1) physical facilities; and
(1i) supplies.
(3) Mnimze transportation costs.
(4) Equalize Commonweal t h fundi ng.
(5) Reconmend appropriate changes in applicable statutes
and regul ati ons.

Secti on 30. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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