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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1561 =55

I NTRODUCED BY S. H SM TH, REED, BAKER, CAPPELLI, GEORGE
READSHAW MARSHALL, KILLION, PAYNE, ARGALL, GRELL, PICKETT,
WATSON, DALLY, FAI RCH LD, SCOLOBAY, GODSHALL, MJSTI O, RGCSS,
Mel LHATTAN, ADCLPH, HI CKERNELL, SAI NATO, PALLONE, TRUE
CLYMER, THOVAS, O NEILL, MAJOR, RUBLEY, PYLE, FLECK, EVERETT,
KI RKLAND, R. STEVENSQON, BENNI NGHOFF, SONNEY, RAPP, REl CHLEY,
G N&RI CH MOYER, BOYD, GEI ST, PASHI NSKI, M LLARD, GOODVAN,

PH LLI PS, G BBONS, KORTZ AND BROOKS, JUNE 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for Tools of the Trade
G ants.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 2599.4. Tools of the Trade Grants.--(a) Begi nni ng

with the 2007-2008 fiscal year, the departnent shall establish a

program of annual Tools of the Trade Grants for the benefit of

students enrolled in each of this Commonweal th's school

districts, area vocati onal -techni cal schools and career and

t echni cal educati on centers.




(b) (1) Funds obtai ned under this section shall be used by

a school district to purchase any of the foll ow ng:

(i) textbooks in any of the core acadeni c subjects;

(ii) instructional nmaterials and instructi onal equi pnent

used to support any of the core acadeni c subjects; or

(iii) applied know edge.

(2) Funds obtained under this section shall be used by an

area vocational -techni cal school or career and techni cal

educati on centers to purchase any of the foll ow ng:

(i) applied know edge; or

(ii) vocational equipnent.

(c) (1) No later than July 30, 2007, the departnent shal

noti fy each school district, vocational -technical school and

career and techni cal education center of the grant anpunt it

will receive under subsection (d).

(2) Wthin thirty (30) days of recei pt of the notification

under paragraph (1), the school district area vocati onal -

t echni cal school and career and techni cal educati on center shal

submt an application to the departnent that includes a Tools of

the Trade Grant use plan. The plan shall i ncl ude:

(i) The specific purchases to be made utili zi ng funds

obt ai ned under this section.

(ii) In the case of textbook or instructional materials and

i nstructi onal equi pment, the core acadeni ¢ subj ects bei ng

(iii) An estimated cost for each itemto be purchased.

(d) (1) During the 2007-2008 school vyear, the departnent

shall pay to each school district, area vocational -technica

school and career and techni cal education center a Tools of the

Trade grant cal cul ated as foll ows:
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(i) Calculate the sumof the 2006-2007 average daily

menbership in grades 7 through 12 for all school districts added

to the sum of the 2006-2007 average daily nenbership enrolled in

approved vocati onal education prograns for all area vocati onal -

t echni cal schools and career and techni cal educati on centers.

(ii) Dyvide the total obtained from subparagraph (i) into

twenty-five mllion dollars ($25, 000, 000).

(iii) The departnment shall pay a grant to each school

district calcul ated as fol |l ows:

(A Miltiply the district's 2006-2007 average daily

menbership i n grades seven through twelve by its 2006-2007

mar ket val ue/incone aid ratio.

(B) Miltiply the product fromclause (A) by the quotient

cal cul at ed pursuant to subparagraph (ii).

(iv) The departnent shall pay a grant to each area

vocati onal -techni cal school and career and techni cal educati on

center calculated by nultiplying the area vocati onal -t echni cal

school or career and techni cal education center's 2006-2007

average daily nmenbership enrolled i n approved vocati onal

educati on prograns by the anpunt cal cul ated pursuant to

subpar agraph (ii).

(2) Gants awarded under this section shall be paid to

school districts, area vocational -techni cal schools and career

and techni cal educati on centers on the | ast Thursday of

(3) The anmpbunt of Tools of the Trade Grant fundi ng provi ded

under this section shall be limted to funds appropri ated for

thi s purpose.

(e) (1) The departnent shall establish reporting procedures

and auditing guidelines to ensure that grant funds are utilized
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in accordance with subsection (b)(1) and (2).

(2) School districts, area vocati onal -techni cal schools and

career and techni cal education centers shall maintain separate

accounts in their budgets to facilitate nonitoring the use of

the grant funds.

(3) In no case shall a school district, area vocati onal -

techni cal school or career and techni cal educati on center use

grant funds for adnm nistrative costs as defined by the

depart nent.

(4) The departnent shall reduce the anobunt of State grant

subsi dy paynent to a school district by the anobunt of any grant

funds provided under this section if the school district does

not utilize the grant funds in accordance wi th subsecti on (b)

and the applicati on subn tted pursuant to subsection (c).

(5) No school district, area vocati onal -techni cal school or

career and techni cal education center may place grant funds

recei ved under this section in a reserve account.

(f) No later than February 1, 2008, and February 1 of each

vear thereafter, the departnent shall subnit a report to the

chairnen and mnority chairnen of the Educati on Conmittee and

the Appropriations Conmttee of the Senate and the chairnen and

mnority chairnen of the Education Committee and the

Appropriations Conmmttee of the House of Representatives

sunmari zi ng the operation of the programfor that fiscal vyear.

The report shall incl ude:

(1) A description of the operation of the program

(2) A sunmary of the total anpbunt of grant funds paid to

each school district, area vocational -techni cal school and

career and techni cal education center.

(3) A listing of each school district, area vocati onal -
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t echni cal school and career and techni cal educati on center and

t he purchases under subsection (b) for which the grant funds

(g) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Applied know edge." Information technol ogy, conputer

equi pnent, educati on software and rel ated advanced technol ogi es

necessary to increase students' access to worl dw de i nfornmati on

and their expertise in this regard.

"Core academ c subject." A core acadenic subject as defi ned

in 22 Pa. Code 8 403.2 (relating to definitions).

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Gant." Tools of the Trade Grant awarded under this
section.
"I nstructional equipnent." Instructional equi pnment, other

than fi xtures annexed to and form ng part of real estate, which

is suitable for and to be used by children or teachers. The term

i ncludes, but is not limted to, projection equipnment, recording

equi pnent, | aboratory equi pnent and any ot her educati onal

equi pnent that may be of benefit to the instruction of public

school children of this Commobnweal t h.

"Instructional materials." Books other than textbooks,

peri odi cal s, docunments, panphl ets, photoqgraphs, reproductions,

pi ctorial or graphic works, nusical scores, maps, charts, gl obes

and sound recordi ngs, including, but not limted to, those on

di scs and tapes, processed slides, transparencies, fil ns,

filnmstrips, kinescopes and video tapes or any other printed and

published materials of a simlar nature nade by any met hod.

"Local education agency." A school district, area
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vocati onal -t echni cal school or career and techni cal educati on

center.

"Text book." A book, a systemof instructional materials

including digital texts, or a conbinati on of a book and

suppl enentary i nstructional nmaterials, that conveys i nfornmati on

to a student or otherwi se contributes to the | earni ng process.

The term i ncl udes a book, reusabl e workbook or nmanual , whet her

bound or in | oose-leaf form intended for use as a pri nci pal

source of study naterial for a qgiven class or group of students,

a copy of which is expected to be available for the individual

use of each pupil in such class or group and that is acceptabl e

for use in any public, elementary or secondary school of this

Commpnweal t h.

"Vocati onal equi pnent." Equipnent that neets industry

standards for the purpose of providing training to students to

support approved career and techni cal educati on prograns ali gned

with targeted i ndustry clusters and high priority jobs

(1) advanced materials and di versified manufacturing;

(2) agriculture and food production;

(3) building and constructi on;

(4) business and financial services;

(5) informati on and conmuni cati on servi ces;

(6) life sciences, including bionmedical and health care;

(7) logistics and transportation; and

(8) |lunber wood and paper.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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