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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1560 %5

I NTRODUCED BY S. H SM TH, REED, BAKER, CAPPELLI, GEORGE
READSHAW MARSHALL, KILLION, PAYNE, VEREB, SCAVELLO ARGALL,
WATSQON, FAI RCHI LD, SOLOBAY, GODSHALL, MclLHATTAN, SANTON
HERSHEY, MJURT, H CKERNELL, SURRA, SAI NATO, TRUE, THQOVAS,

O NEI LL, PYLE, FLECK, MOYER, R STEVENSON, DALEY, CEl ST,
SONNEY, RAPP, REICHLEY, G NGRI CH, PHI LLIPS, M LNE, G BBONS,
KORTZ, JAMES AND PALLONE, JUNE 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” establishing the Look Toward Your
Future program and further providing for Pennsylvania
accountability grants.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XV-F

LOOK_TONRD YOUR FUTURE PROGRAM

Secti on 1501-F. Est abl i shnent of program

There is hereby established in the Departnent of Educati on

the Look Toward Your Future program The program shall provide

conpetitive denonstration grants to school districts, area
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vocati onal -techni cal schools, technical institutes or

internediate units acting on behalf of a consortia of its nenber

districts, to establish career awareness prograns to provi de

students in grades seven through ten with a cl earer

under st andi ng of career opportunities available to them and the

preparati on needed to obtain enploynent in those careers. By

acquai nti ng students with the wi de range of vocati onal options

open to them it is anticipated that the programw || al so

encour age students to stay in school and graduate. Additionally,

the programwi || encourage the creati on of partnerships with

| ocal enployers and the identification of careers with the

greatest need for enpl oyees in the future.

Secti on 1502-F. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Career awareness program" An educati onal program t hat

i ntroduces students to a variety of career and vocati onal

opti ons and i ncludes such activities as job shadowi ng, field

trips and tours, career days or the adm nistrati on of career

assessnent tests and i nventori es.

"Career days." Special events that all ow students to neet

wi th enpl oyers, career devel opnent specialists, conmunity-based

organi zati on representati ves and postsecondary educators, which

events are designed to encourage students to gain i nfornmation

about careers and j ob opportunities.

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Gant." A Look Toward Your Future program grant awarded

under this article.
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"Job shadowi ng." As part of career exploration activities in

late middle and early high school, activity of a student

foll owi ng an enpl oyee for one or nore days to | earn about a

particul ar occupati on or industry, which activity is intended to

hel p the student explore a range of career objectives and to

possi bly sel ect a career pat hway.

"Program " The Look Toward Your Future program established

under section 1501-F.

"Rural school district." A public school district that has a

popul ati on of | ess than 300 per square nile. This term shal

also apply to an internediate unit, area vocational -techni cal

school or technical institute if the conposite data for al

partici pati ng school districts neet the criteria specified in

ei ther paragraph (1) or (2).

"School entity." A public school district, area vocati onal -

techni cal school, technical institute or an internedi ate unit

appl ying on behalf of its nenber districts.

"Urban school district." A public school district that has a

popul ati on greater than 850 per square nile. The termshall al so

apply to an internediate unit or area vocational -techni cal

school if the conposite data for all participati ng schoo

districts neet the criteria specified in either paragraph (1) or

(2).

Secti on 1503-F. Program r equi r enent s.

A school entity shall apply annually for a grant to i npl enent

the programin the school entity. At a mninmm the application

shall contain the foll ow ng:

(1) Ildentification of the grade | evel or |evels and

nunber of students to be included in the program

(2) ldentification of the person or persons who wl |
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1 have responsibility for establishing and nonitoring the

2 program

3 (3) Listing of the local enployers and others with whom
4 the entity will partner in the establishnment of its career
5 awar eness_program

6 (4) A description of the programto be offered,

7 including:

8 (i) Howthe programw |l identify careers to be

9 hi ghl i ght ed.

10 (ii) How the programw Il integrate with other

11 curricular areas, work-based | earning prograns_or

12 counseling activities offered by the school entity.

13 (iii) How the programw || provide students with a
14 better understanding of the changing nature of careers
15 due to technol ogi cal advances, the inpact of a gl obal
16 econony and the anticipation of the need for individuals
17 to change careers several tinmes during their lifetines.
18 (iv) How the programw || assist the school entity
19 in nmeeting the State's Acadenic Standards for Career
20 Education and Wirk set forth under 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4
21 Appendi x E (relating to Acadenic Standards for Career
22 Educati on and Wrk).
23 (v) The career information resources that will be
24 utilized.

N
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A summary of any speci al experiential

26 activities to be included in the program such as career
27 inventories, field trips and tours, job shadow ng and
28 career days.

29 Section 1504-F. Gants.

30 (a) Denobnstration sites.--
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(1) The departnent shall award program grants to ten

denonstration sites. These sites shall include: two rural

school districts, two urban school districts, one

internedi ate unit applying on behalf of its nenber districts,

one area vocational -techni cal school, one technical institute

and three school districts that are not defined as either

rural or urban.

(2) The departnent shall assure to the greatest extent

possi bl e that denonstration sites will be geographically

di sbur sed.

(b) Anount.--Grants shall be in the anobunt of $100, 000 each.

Secti on 1505-F. Reports.

(a) Departnent.--Each school entity awarded a grant under

this article shall provide programand fiscal reports as

requi red by the departnent.

(b)Y General Assenbly.--No |ater than OCctober 1, 2008, and

each October 1 thereafter, the departnent shall prepare and

submt an annual report to the Education Committee of the Senate

and the Education Committee of the House of Representatives

regardi ng the adm ni strati on and operati on of the denonstrati on

sites created under the grant program The report shall incl ude:

(1) A listing of all school entities awarded grants

under the program

(2) A description of each project, including: the nunber

of students and grade | evels served, the enpl oyers and ot her

community partners participating in the project and a sunmary

of the types of activities funded under the program

Secti on 1506- F. Limtations.

The anpbunt of qgrants provided under this article in a given

fiscal year shall be linmted to the funds appropri ated for that
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Section 2. Section 2599.2(b) of the act is anended by addi ng
a paragraph to read:

Section 2599.2. Pennsylvania Accountability Gants.--* * *

(b) The grant shall be used by a school district to attain
or maintain academ c perfornmance targets. Funds obtai ned under

this section may be used for any of the follow ng:

* * %
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(10.1) Establishing, expanding or mai ntai ni ng a career

10 awareness program as defined in Article XV-F.

11 * * %

12 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or
13 imredi ately, whichever is later.

C1L24DwVs/ 20070H1560B1960 - 6 -



