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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1557 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DALLY, DENLI NGER, GEI ST, G NGRI CH, GRUCELA,
HENNESSEY, JAMES, LEACH AND WATSON, JUNE 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
confidential comunications to clergynen.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5943 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania

Consol i dated Statutes is anended to read:

§ 5943. Confidential comunications to clergynen.

No clergyman, priest, rabbi, Christian Science practitioner

or mnister of the gospel of any regularly established church or
religious organi zati on, except clergynmen or mnisters[,] who are
sel f-ordai ned or who are nmenbers of religious organizations in

whi ch nenbers ot her than the | eader thereof are deenmed cl ergynen

or mnisters, who while in the course of his duties has acquired

i nformati on fromany person secretly and in confidence shal
conpel l ed, or allowed w thout consent of such person, to
di sclose that information in any | egal proceeding, trial or

i nvestigation before any governnent unit.



1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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