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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1338 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY MACKERETH, BAKER, BOYD, DePASQUALE, GEl ST,
G BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GRELL, HENNESSEY, M KELLER,
LEACH R M LLER MOUL, MJSTI O MYERS, PASHI NSKI, PETRI
PI CKETT, READSHAW SCHRCDER AND WATSON, MNAY 24, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, NAY 24, 2007

O O~NOOITAWNEF

N R R R R R R R R R R
o O 0o N o o »d Ww N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for a prototypical schoo
facility design clearinghouse; and further providing for
approved rei nbursable rental for certain | eases and approved
rei nbursabl e sinking fund charges on i ndebtedness.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 732.1. Prot ot ypi cal School Facility Design

Cl eari nghouse.--(a) The Departnment of Education shall establish

a central clearinghouse of prototypical school facility desi gns

for access by any school entity that may want to use a prototype

design in the constructi on of school facilities. The Depart nent

of Education shall conpil e necessary publicati ons and a conputer

dat abase to make the i nfornmati on on prototype desi gns avail abl e
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for review to school entities and the public at | arge.

(b) Design professionals registered in the Conmonweal t h nay

submt plans for inclusion in the conputer database that have

been subnitted and approved by the Departnent of Education in

accordance with section 731. The origi nal design professi onal of

record shall retain ownership of a prototype design

Prototypi cal school facility designs submtted shall include

informati on that the Departnent of Educati on determnes is

necessary and appropriate to facilitate this section.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall establish a gradi ng

systemto revi ew and eval uate plans submtted pursuant to this

section using standards which pronpte the foll ow ng:

(1) The use of design principles to achi eve the hi ghest

standards of health, safety, accessibility, environnental

protecti on and enerqy efficiency.

(2) The acadenic and technol ogi cal needs of students.

(3) The use of cost-effective design and constructi on

t echni ques, including the use of straight-line, right-angle

desi gn principles and avoi ding the use of curved and

nonsymmetri cal desi gn.

(4) The use of design principles that all ow for expansi on of

school facilities to accommodate future growh in student

popul ati on.

(5) The use of durable materials in construction.

(6) The preservati on of open space.

(d) The Departnent of Education shall adopt rul es necessary

to i npl ement this section.

(e) The Leqislative Budget and Fi nance Conmi ttee shal

conduct a study of the Departnment of Education's cleari nghouse

and determ ne the savings i ncurred by school entities that have
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sought access to the cl eari nghouse. The study shall be conduct ed

at the conclusion of the fifth year the cl eari nghouse is

accessi ble to school entities, shall include participati on since

i ncepti on and shall be presented within six (6) nonths of the

peri od studied to the chairman of the Educati on Conmttee of the

Senate and the chai rnan of the Educati on Conmttee of the House

of Representatives.

(f) As used in this section, the term"school entity" neans

a school district, internediate unit, area vocati onal -techni cal

school or charter school operating within this Commbnweal t h

under provisions of this act.

Section 2. Section 2574(b)(1) and (c) introductory paragraph
and (1) of the act, added March 22, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1315,
No. 417), are anmended to read:

Section 2574. Approved Rei nbursable Rental for Leases
Her eaft er Approved and Approved Rei nbursabl e Sinking Fund
Charges on | ndebt edness.--* * *

(b) For new school buildings the approved buil di ng
construction cost shall be the | esser of

(1) The cost of constructing the school buildings including

the cost of essential fixtures and equi pnment and the cost of

enpl oyi ng a constructi on nanager to oversee the new school

construction but excluding architect's fees in excess of six per

cent (6% of the contract price, or

* * %

(c) For additions [or], alterations or inprovenents,

including, but not limted to, capital inprovenents, related to

school safety to existing buildings approved buil di ng
construction cost shall be the | esser of

(1) The cost of constructing the additions [or], alterations
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1 or inprovenents, including, but not limted to, capital

2 inprovenents, related to school safety including the cost of

3 essential fixtures and equipnment and the cost of enploying a

4 construction nanager to oversee the school additions or

5 alterations but excluding architect's fees in excess of six per
6 cent (6% of the contract price, or

7 * x *

8 Section 3. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

9 (1) The addition of section 732.1 of the act shall take
10 effect in 180 days.

11 (2) The anmendnent of section 2574 of the act shall take
12 effect in 60 days.

13 (3) This section shall take effect imediately.
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