PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1549 PRINTER S NO. 1994

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1254 %55

| NTRODUCED BY G BBONS, BELFANTI, CURRY, EACHUS, FREEMAN, GEI ST,
GRUCELA, PETRONE, SAYLOR, YOUNGBLOOD, MJRT, SOLOBAY, KULA,
SI PTROTH, CREI GHTON, KORTZ, HORNAMAN, GERCGELY, FABRI ZI Q
JAMES AND THOVAS, MNAY 10, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 20, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), entitled, as
anended, "An act relating to the practice of professional
nursing; providing for the licensing of nurses and for the
revocati on and suspension of such licenses, subject to
appeal, and for their reinstatenment; providing for the
renewal of such |icenses; regulating nursing in general;
prescri bing penalties and repealing certain | aws," adding <—
defini-tiens PROVI DI NG FOR THE DEFI NI TI ON OF "CLI NI CAL NURSE <—
SPECI ALI ST"; and providing for clinical nurse specialists.
The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 2 of the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317,

No. 69), known as The Professional Nursing Law, is anended by

addi ng elauses A CLAUSE to read: <—
Section 2. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the

foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs

unl ess the context provides otherw se:

* * %

(15) "dinical nurse specialist" neans a regi stered nurse

licensed in this Commponweal th who is certified by the State
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Board of Nursing as a clinical nurse specialist.

" . A . . " <

Section 2. Section 3 of the act, anended Decenber 20, 1985
(P.L.409, No.109), is anended to read:

Section 3. Registered Nurse, Cinical Nurse Specialist, Use

of Title and Abbreviation "R N" or "C.N.S."; Credentials;
Fraud.--(a) Any person who holds a license to practice

prof essional nursing in this Conmonweal th, or who i s naintained
on inactive status in accordance with section 11 of this act,
shall have the right to use the title "registered nurse" and the
abbreviation "R N." No other person shall engage in the practice
of professional nursing or use the title "regi stered nurse" or
the abbreviation "R N." to indicate that the person using the
same is a registered nurse. No person shall sell or fraudulently
obtain or fraudulently furnish any nursing diplom, |icense,

record, or registration or aid or abet therein.

(b) Any—person AN | NDI VIDUAL who holds a |license to practice <—

professional nursing in this Commonweal th who neets the

requi renents to be a clinical nurse specialist shall have the

right to use the title "clinical nurse specialist" and the

abbreviation "C.N.S." No other person shall have that right.

Section 3. Sections 6.2 and 7 of the act are anended by
addi ng subsections to read:

Section 6.2. Education Progranms, Approved Lists,
Distribution; Student Credits Were School Renoved from List.--*

* *

(c) Educational prograns for the education of clinical nurse

specialists that are operated within a regionally accredited
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college or university and that culmnate in at | east a naster's

deqree or doctorate in nursing or a post-nmaster's certificate in

nursing, wth a concentration in the role of the clinical nurse

specialist and that are approved by a national accrediting body

for nursing educati on prograns recogni zed by the board shall be

consi dered approved prograns ONLY for the purposes of conferring <—

certification to practice as a clinical nurse specialist:

(1) Wthin ninety (90) days of the effective date of this

subsection, the board shall announce on its Internet website the

recogni zed national accrediting bodies for purposes of this

subsecti on.

(2) Wthin one hundred ei ghty (180) days of the effective

date of this subsecti on, educati on prograns neeti ng these

requi renents shall subnmit the nane, address and tel ephone nunber

of the program nane and curriculumvitae of the program

director; and proof of accreditation to the board by a nati onal

accrediting body recogni zed by the board for inclusion on the

li st of approved clinical nurse specialist educati on prograns.

(3) Prograns created nore than six (6) nonths after the

effective date of this subsection shall subnmt the i nfornmation

required in this subsection to the board for inclusion on the

|i st of approved prograns.

Section 7. Gaduates of Schools of Oher States, Territories
or Doni ni on of Canada.--* * *

(c) The board may issue a certification to clinical nurse

speci ali sts who have conpl eted a course of study consi dered by

the board to be equivalent to that required in this Conmmponweal t h

at the tinme such course was conpl eted or who is |licensed or

certified by another state, territory or possessi on of the

United States or a foreign country as deened equi valent to
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Pennsyl vania's certification requirenents, and who has net al

the requirenments as to character and prelimnary educati on

el sewhere in this act.

Section 4. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 8.5. dinical Nurse Specialist; Qualifications.--(a)

The board may certify a licensed regi stered nurse as a clinical

nurse specialist if the nurse satisfies the requirenents

established by this act. Certification of a clinical nurse

specialist by the board shall expire on the sane date as the

li cense of that nurse expires. Begi nning on the effective date

of this section, a nurse shall not qualify for initial

certification by the board unl ess the nurse holds a naster's

deqree, doctoral deqree or post-naster's certificate from an

educati onal programin nursing that has been approved by the

board and that prepares graduates to practice as a clinica

nurse speci ali st and:

(1) holds current national certification as a clinical nurse

specialist in a designated specialty or in an area pertinent to

t he desi gnated specialty;

(2) neets equival ence requirenents as specified in

requl ati ons of the board where there is no certification

exam nation available in the specialty area; and

(3) neets all other board requirenments to practice as a

clinical nurse specialist.

(b) Persoens | ND VI DUALS who conpl eted an educati onal program

in a related discipline previously recogni zed for nati onal

certification as a clinical nurse specialist froma board-

recogni zed national certification organi zati on shall be issued

certification by the board upon:

(1) subnmitting evidence of having current Anerican Nurses
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1 Association or Anmerican Nurses Credentialing Center

2 certification; and

3 (2) submtting an application to the board.

4 <—
5

6

7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
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16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23  activities—which—normallyconstitutethe praectice—ofnursing—as
24  defined—in-—seetion—2—
25 (G AS A CONDI TI ON OF BIENNI AL CERTI FI CATE RENEVWAL BY THE <—
26 BOARD, A CLINICAL NURSE SPECI ALI ST SHALL:
27 (1) PAY A RENEWAL FEE AS SET BY THE BOARD.
28 (2) INTHE TWO YEARS PRI OR TO CERTI FI CATI ON RENEWAL,
29 COVPLETE AT LEAST THI RTY (30) HOURS OF CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON

30 APPROVED BY THE BOARD, AS REQUI RED BY SECTION 12. 1.
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(D) FOR CERTI FI CATI ON UNDER THI S ACT, A LI CENSED REG STERED

NURSE SHALL FILE A BOARD- PREPARED APPL| CATION W TH THE BOARD AND

PAY A FEE AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE BOARD BY REGULATI ON.

(E) A CLINICAL NURSE SPECIALI ST PRACTICING IN TH' S

COMVONVEALTH SHALL MAI NTAIN A LEVEL OF PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY

COVERAGE AS REQUI RED FOR A NONPARTI Cl PATI NG HEALTH CARE PROVI DER

UNDER THE ACT_OF MARCH 20, 2002 (P.L.154, NO 13), KNOW AS THE

"MEDI CAL CARE AVAI LABILITY AND REDUCTI ON OF ERROR (MCARE) ACT,"

AND SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE TO PARTICI PATE I N THE MEDI CAL CARE

AVAI LABI LI TY AND REDUCTI ON OF ERROR ( MCARE) FUND.

SECTI ON 8.6. SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR CLI NI CAL NURSE

SPECIALIST.--(A) NOTHING IN THI S ACT SHALL PERM T A CLI NI CAL

NURSE SPECI ALI ST TO ENGAGE | N THE PRACTI CE OF MEDI CI NE OR

SURGERY AS DEFINED I N THE ACT COF DECEMBER 20, 1985 (P.L. 457,

NO 112), KNOWN AS THE "MEDI CAL PRACTI CE ACT COF 1985"; PERFORM

ACTS OF MEDI CAL_DI AGNCSI S; OR PRESCRI BE MEDI CAL THERAPEUTI C OR

CORRECTI VE MEASURES. THE RESTRICTIONS IN TH S SUBSECTI ON APPLY

TO BOTH PHYSI CAL_AND MENTAL DI SORDERS.

(B)  NOTHING IN TH'S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT OR

PROHIBIT A CLIN CAL NURSE SPECI ALI ST FROM ENGAG NG | N THOSE

ACTIVITIES WH CH NORVALLY CONSTI TUTE THE PRACTI CE OF NURSI NG,

I NCLUDI NG A NURSI NG DI AGNGSI'S, AS DEFINED IN SECTI ON 2.

Section 5. The State Board of Nursing shall promulgate
regul ations to inplenent the anmendnment or addition of sections
2(15) and (16), 3, 6.2(c), 7(c), 8.5 and 8.6 of the act within
18 nmonths of the effective date of this act.

Section 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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