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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1077 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BEYER, MANN, DALLY, SIPTROTH, CONKLIN, KENNEY,
MENSCH, M O BRI EN, J. TAYLOR, SAMUELSON, CI VERA AND
YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRI L 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for safe schools advocates
in certain school districts and for the Safe Schools Advocate
Grant Program and nmaki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng sections
to read:

Section 1314-A. Safe Schools Advocate in School Districts of

O her dasses.--(a) (1) The board of directors of a school

district may, by affirmati ve vote, establish a safe school s

advocate for the school district. The board of school directors

that establishes a safe schools advocate shall require the

advocate to establish and maintain an office within the school

district.

(2) The board of school directors that establi shes a safe




1 schools advocate under this section shall notify the depart nent
2 inwiting no later than thirty (30) days followi ng the date

3 that the board of school directors votes affirmatively to

4 establish a safe schools advocate.

5 (b) The safe schools advocate shall have the power and its
6 duties shall be:

7 (1) To nonitor the school district's conpliance with this
8 article, including:

9 (i) the school district's reporting to the office of

10 incidents involving acts of violence, possession of a weapon or
11 possession, use or sale of controlled substances as defined in
12 the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as "The

13 Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act," or

14 possession, use or sale of alcohol or tobacco by any person on
15 school property;

16 (ii) obtaining copies of the school district's reports to
17 the office and review ng and analyzing them

18 (iii) the school district's conpliance with the procedures
19 set forth in the nmenorandum of understanding with the
20 appropriate police departnent regarding incidents involving acts
21 of violence and possession of weapons; and
22 (iv) obtaining docunentation, on a weekly basis during those
23 tinmes when school is in session, of all witten or verbal
24 contacts by school district personnel with the appropriate
25 police departnent consistent with the requirenents of the
26 nenorandum of under st andi ng.
27 (2) To nonitor the school district's conpliance with the
28 nmandatory expul sion requirenents of section 1317. 2.
29 (3) To receive inquiries fromschool staff and parents or

30 quardi ans of students who are victinse of acts of viol ence on
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school property.

(4) To establish a protocol, in consultation with the

Juvenil e Court Judges' Conm ssion, to assure tinely recei pt by

the school district of informati on regardi ng students who have

been adj udi cated del i nquent pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. 8 6341(b. 1)

(relating to adjudi cation) and to nmonitor the school district's

use of that information to ensure that victins of acts of

vi ol ence by a student are protected.

(5) To establish a programto assure extensive and

conti nui ng public awareness of informati on regarding the rol e of

t he advocate on behalf of victins of acts of violence on school

property, which may include the mailing of information to the

parents or guardi ans of students in the school district or other

fornms of communi cati on.

(6) To review and anal yze Federal and State statutes which

may be an i npedi nent to school safety and the i nposition of

di scipline for the conni ssion of acts of violence on school

property and to prepare, no |later than one year fromthe

establi shnent of the safe schools advocate, and as necessary

fromtine to tine thereafter, reports nmaki ng recommendati ons for

changes to the statutes which would pronpote school safety and

facilitate effecti ve and expedi ent disciplinary action. The

reports shall be submtted to the secretary.

(7)) To review and anal yze court decisions applicable to the

school district's disciplinary process and procedures, to nmake

reconmendati ons to the school district regardi ng any negati ve

i npact these deci si ons have upon the effective nmi ntenance of

school safety and to nmake recommendati ons relating to the

exi sting provisions of consent decrees.

(8) To prepare an annual report regarding the activities of
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t he advocate during the prior fiscal year and any

reconmendati ons for renedial |eqgislation, regul ati ons or school

district adm nistrative reforns, which shall be subnmtted to the

school district superintendent, the secretary, the chairperson

of the Education Committee of the Senate and the chairperson of

t he Educati on Conmmittee of the House of Representatives by

August 15 of each year.

(9) To npnitor infractions of the school district's code of

conduct to identify students whose conduct woul d constitute an

offense under 18 Pa.C.S. 8 2701 (relating to sinple assault).

(c) The safe schools advocate shall, on behalf of victins of

acts of violence on school property, victins of conduct that

woul d constitute an act of violence and victins of students who

have committed two or nore infractions as set forth in

subsection (b)(9):

(1) provide assistance and advice, including informati on on

support services provided by victi massi stance offices of the

appropriate district attorney and through | ocal conmmunity-based

victi m servi ce agenci es;

(2) provide information to the parent or quardi an of the

student victimregarding the disciplinary process and any acti on

ultimately taken agai nst the student accused of commtti ng the

act of viol ence;

(3) in cases involving the possessi on or use of a weapon,

advi se the parent or guardi an of the victimwhether the school

district properly exercised its duty under section 1317.2;:

(4) in cases where the advocate has recei ved a request by

the parent or quardian of the victim to attend fornal

di sci plinary proceedi ngs;

(5) with the consent of the parent or quardi an of the
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victim present information in the disciplinary proceedi ng,

whi ch may include oral or witten presentati ons, incl uding

testinony by the victimor the parent or guardi an of the victim

regardi ng the i npact on the victimand the victinms famly and

the appropriate disciplinary acti on and which may i ncl ude direct

Oor cross-exam nati on of w tnesses;

(6) where the perpetrator of an act of violence is returning

to school after placenent under a consent decree, adjudication

of deli nquency or conviction of a crininal offense, assist the

parent or guardian of the victimin providing i nput to the

school district and the appropriate juvenile or crinmnal justice

authority to ensure the victims safety on school property;

(7) in cases where the district has failed to report the act

of violence to the appropriate police departnent as required by

t he nmenor andum of understandi ng, to report such act of viol ence

directly; and

(8) provide informati on and make recommendati ons to the

office of the district attorney regardi ng the i npact of the act

of violence on the victimand the victinis fam|ly.

(d) Upon di scovery of the conm ssion of an act of viol ence

upon a student, the school district shall inmediately notify the

victims parent or guardi an of the safe schools advocate. The

formof this notice shall be devel oped by the advocate and

provided to the school district. This formshall include the

address and tel ephone nunber of the advocate and a bri ef

descri ption of the purposes and functions of the safe school s

advocate. The principal of each school within the school

district shall post a notice not less than 8 1/2 by 11 inches

entitled "Safe Schools Advocate" at a pronmnent | ocation within

each school buil ding, where such notices are usually posted. The

20070H1077B1312 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

formof this notice shall also be devel oped by the advocate and

provided to the school district.

(e) Each school administrator in a school district shal

cooperate with the safe schools advocate to i nplenent this

section and shall provide the advocate, upon request, w th al

avai |l abl e i nformati on authorized by State law. In regard to

i ndi vi dual cases of acts of violence, only informati on pernitted

to be shared under subsection (f) shall be discl osed.

(f) The advocate and all enpl oyes and agents of the safe

school s advocate shall be subject to and bound by secti on 444 of

the General Educati on Provisions Act (Public Law 90-247, 20

US. C § 12329) and 34 CFR Pt. 99 (relating to famly

educati onal rights and privacy).

(g) This section shall not apply to the extent that it would

conflict with the requirenents of the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. 8§ 1400

et seqg.) or other applicable Federal statute or requl ati on.

(h) As used in this section:

"Act of violence" shall nean the possessi on of a weapon on

school property or an offense, including the attenpt,

solicitation or conspiracy to conmit the offense, under any of

the foll owi ng provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. (relating to crines and

(1) § 2501 (relating to crininal hom cide).

(2) § 2702 (relating to aggravated assault).

(3) § 3121 (relating to rape).

(4) § 3122.1 (relating to statutory sexual assault).

(5) § 3123 (relating to involuntary devi ate sexual

i nt ercourse).

(6) § 3124.1 (relating to sexual assault).
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(7) § 3125 (relating to aggravated i ndecent assault).

(8) § 3126 (relating to i ndecent assault).

(9) § 3301 (relating to arson and rel ated of f enses).

(10) § 3701 (relating to robbery).

(11) § 3702 (relating to robbery of notor vehicle).

"School district" shall nmean a school district of the first

class A and a school district of the second cl ass.

Section 1315-A. Safe Schools Advocate G ant Program --(a)

The Departnment of Education shall adnmi nister a program to be

known as the Safe Schools Advocate Grant Program in order to

i ssue onetine grants to school districts that establish safe

school s advocates under section 1314-A.

(b)Y Gant funds shall be used only for start-up costs of

establ i shing safe school s advocates. No school district shal

receive a grant in excess of $50, 000.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall award grants under the

program from any funds appropri ated expressly for that purpose

or that are otherwi se nade avail able to the departnent.

(d) The departnent shall adopt such procedures, rules and

forns as are necessary to inplenent this grant program

Section 2. The sum of $2,000, 000 is hereby appropriated to
t he Departnent of Education for the purpose of nmaking grants
under the Safe School s Advocate Grant Program for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 2007.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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