PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1087 PRINTER S NO. 2229

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 921 %5

| NTRODUCED BY D. EVANS, RCEBUCK, FREENMAN, GALLOWAY, JOSEPHS,
W KELLER, KING KORTZ, LEACH, Ml LHATTAN, MELI O MYERS
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYTQON, PRESTON, READSHAW
SOLOBAY, STURLA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, WALKO, YOUNGBLOGOD AND
LONG ETTI, MARCH 29, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JULY 5, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the

laws relating thereto," providing for sighring RETENTI ON <—

bonuses for certain first-year teachers; and naki ng an
appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a

section to read:
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SECTI ON 1142.2. TEACHER RETENTI ON BONUSES. - - (A) THE <

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM THAT ANNUALLY

CERTI FI ES CRI TI CAL_SHORTAGE AREAS AND AVWARDS FUNDI NG FOR ONE-

TIME RETENTI ON BONUSES TO SUCH CRI Tl CAL SHORTAGE AREAS. PAYMENTS

FOR RETENTI ON BONUSES SHALL BE PAID TO CRI TI CAL SHORTAGE AREAS

N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT. A TEACHER VWHO MEETS

THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR THE ONE-TI ME

RETENTI ON BONUS:

(1) ISHRED TO FILL A VACANCY IN A CRITI CAL SHORTAGE AREA.

(2) HOLDS A FORM OF TEACHER CERTI FI CATI ON TO TEACH I N THE

PUBLI C SCHOOLS OF TH S COWONWEALTH, VALID FOR THE SUBJECTS OR

GRADES IN WHI CH THE TEACHER | S G VI NG | NSTRUCT! ON.

(3) ISWTHN THE FIRST YEAR OF FULL-TIME TEACHI NG I N THE

ACADEM C AREA COF, BUT NOT LIMTED TO, _NMATHENATI CS, _SCI ENCE,

FOREI GN LANGUAGE OR EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS W TH

DI SABI LI TI ES.

(4) HAS ACHI EVED CONSECUTI VE SATI SFACTORY TEACHER EVALUATI ON

PERFORVMANCE RATINGS OR, IN THE CASE OF A TEACHER HAVI NG WORKED

MORE THAN FIVE (5) MONTHS BUT LESS THAN ONE (1) YEAR, HAS

OBTAI NED A SATI SFACTORY PROBATI ONARY REVI EW

(5) AGREES to teach in a critical shortage area for at | east

five (5) vyears.

(b) An PROVIDED A CRITI CAL SHORTAGE AREA RECEI VES SUFFI CI ENT <—

FUNDI NG, AN eligi ble teacher shall receive a signing RETENTI ON <—

bonus equal to twenty per centum (20% of the teacher's starting

salary to be paid to the teacher over a five-year period as

follows as | ong as the teacher continues to teach in the

20070H0921B2229 - 2 -



critical shortage area:

(1) Year one, five per centum (5%.

(2) Year two, ten per centum (109 .

(3) Year three, twenty per centum (209% .

(4) Year four, twenty-five per centum (25%.

(5) Year five, forty per centum (40% .

|F_ A CRITICAL_SHORTAGE AREA DOES NOT RECEI VE SUFFI Cl ENT_FUNDI NG

TO PROVI DE_RETENTI ON BONUSES | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S SECTI ON,

THE CRI TI CAL_SHORTAGE AREA MAY REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF RETENTI ON

BONUSES DI STRI BUTED TO ELI G BLE TEACHERS.

(c) A teacher who receives a signing RETENTI ON bonus t hrough

false or m sleading informati on or who ot herwi se i nproperly

recei ves a signing RETENTI ON bonus shall be required to refund

to the Departnent of Education the anpunt of signinhg RETENTI ON

bonus recei ved.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL NOTI FY A SCHOOL

D STRICT BY JANUARY 31, 2008, AND EACH JANUARY 31 THEREAFTER

THAT THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT HAS BEEN I DENTIFI ED AS A CRI TI CAL

SHORTAGE AREA AND IS ELIG BLE TO BE PROVI DED W TH FUNDS TO BE

USED FOR RETENTI ON BONUSES I N THE | MMEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG FI SCAL

(E) AN ELI G BLE TEACHER WHO HAS BEEN PROVIDED WTH A

RETENTI ON BONUS_UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI QN, BUT WHO

LEAVES EMPLOYMENT BEFORE HE FULFILLS H' S FI VE- YEAR COVM TMENT OF

EMPLOYMENT W TH A CRI TI CAL_SHORTAGE AREA THAT PROVI DED A

RETENTI ON BONUS, SHALL BE REQUI RED TO REFUND THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF

THE RETENTI ON BONUS RECEI VED BY THE TEACHER TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATI ON W THI N ONE YEAR OF LEAVI NG EMPLOYMENT W TH THE SCHOOL

DSTRICT WTH WH CH THE TEACHER WAS EMPLOYED AND RECEI VI NG THE

RETENTI ON BONUS. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLISH A
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PROCEDURE | N WHI CH SUCH A TEACHER MAY BE PERM TTED TO REFUND THE

TOTAL AMOUNT_OF A RETENTI ON BONUS RECEIVED IN VHOLE OR I N

I NCREMENTS W THI N THAT YEAR.

(F) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL WAI VE THE REFUND

REQUI REMENT | F THE DEPARTMENT FINDS THAT THE ELI G BLE TEACHER

WAS UNABLE TO MAINTAIN ELIGBILITY IN THE PROGRAM DUE TO AN

ADM NI STRATI VE ACTI ON ON THE PART OF THE EMPLOYI NG SCHOOL

DI STRICT FOR CAUSES OTHER THAN THOSE ENUMERATED I N SECTION 1122

OR UNABLE TO MAINTAIN ELIGBILITY DUE TO OFFICTAL_M LI TARY

LEAVE, |LLNESS OR CATASTROPHI C I LLNESS OF A MEMBER OF THE

ELI G BLE TEACHER S | MMEDI ATE FAM LY, OR PARENTAL LEAVE TO CARE

FOR A NEVBORN OR NEWLY ADOPTED CH LD AND MAY WAI VE THE REFUND

REQUI REMENT DUE TO OTHER EXTRAORDI NARY Cl RCUMSTANCES.

(G __NO MORE THAN TEN PER CENTUM (109 OF THE TOTAL SUM

APPROPRI ATED ANNUALLY SHALL BE GRANTED TO ANY SI NGLE SCHOOL

DI STRICT CERTIFIED AS A CRITI CAL_ SHORTAGE AREA.

(H_ A CRITICAL SHORTAGE AREA SHALL MEAN:

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT I N WH CH THERE ARE TEACHER VACANCI ES

IN THE ACADEM C AREAS OF, BUT NOT LIMTED TO NMATHENATI CS,

SCI ENCE, FOREI GN LANGUAGES, OR EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS

WTH DISABILITIES FOR WH CH THE DI STRI CT HAS ADVERTI SED, BUT NO

FULLY QUALI FI ED AND PROPERLY CERTI FI CATED APPLI CANTS ARE

AVAI LABLE; OR

(2) A SCHOOL DISTRICT I N WHI CH TEACHER POSITIONS IN THE

ACADEM C AREAS OF, BUT NOT_LIMTED TO, NMATHENATI CS, SClI ENCE,

FOREI GN LANGUAGES OR EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS W TH

DI SABI LI TI ES HAVE BEEN FILLED BY EMERGENCY CERTI FI CATED TEACHERS

OR IINDI VIDUALS NOT _CERTIFIED TO TEACH THE CLASS ON A PERVANENT

BASI S. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH GUI DELI NES

FOR DETERM NI NG WHI CH SCHOOL_ DI STRI CTS SHALL BE CERTI FI ED AS
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CRI Tl CAL SHORTAGE AREAS NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30, 2007.

(1) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL PROVI DE AN ANNUAL

REPORT ON THE TEACHER RETENTI ON BONUS PROGRAM TO THE EDUCATI ON

COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE EDUCATI ON COWMM TTEE OF THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATI VES AND SHALL POST THE REPORT ON I TS PUBLICLY

ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE BY APRIL 1 OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR

&) (J) The Departnent of Educati on shall adm nister the

program under this section and shall adopt such reqgul ati ons,

policies, procedures and forns as are necessary and not

i nconsi stent with this section.

Section 2. The sum of $4, 000,000, or as nuch thereof as nmay
be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of
Education for the fiscal year July 1, 2007, to June 30, 2008, to
carry out the provisions of section 1142.2 of the act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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