PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 890 PRINTER S NO. 1413

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 769 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUCELA, DERMODY, BELFANTI, DALEY, CGEORGE
FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, JAMES, KORTZ, MANN, PALLONE, ROEBUCK,
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STERN, YUDI CHAK, YOUNGBLOOD
CALTAG RONE AND LONG ETTI, MARCH 19, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 24, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
|aws relating thereto," further providing for school police

of ficers; and providing for school resource officers and, for <—
school security officers AND FOR TRAI NI NG <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 778 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended June
25, 1997 (P.L.297, No.30) and July 4, 2004 (P.L.536, No.70), is
amended to read:

Section 778. School Police Oficers.--(a) Any schoo
district may apply to any judge of the court of common pl eas of
the county within which the school district is situated to
appoi nt such person or persons as the board of directors of the
school district may designate to act as school police officer

for said school district. The judge, upon such application, nmay
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appoi nt such person, or so nmany of them as he may deem proper,

to be such school police officer and shall note the fact of such
appoi ntnment to be entered upon the records of the court. The

j udge may, at the request of the school district, grant the

school police officer the power to arrest as provided in

subsection (c)(2), the authority to issue citations for sunmary
offenses [or], the authority to detain students until the <—

arrival of local |aw enforcenment, THE AUTHORI TY TO CARRY A <—

(a.1) Any school district which enploys a school police
of ficer under this section shall report annually to the
Depart ment of Education, Ofice [of] for Safe Schools, the
following informati on regardi ng school police officers receiving
training as required under 53 Pa.C. S. Ch. 21 Subch. D (relating
to muni ci pal police education and training):

(1) The identity of the school district and the nunber of
school police officers it enploys.

(2) The nmunicipalities conprising the school district.

(3) The date and type of training provided to each school
police officer.

(b) Every school police officer so appointed shall, before
entering upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe to
the oath required by the seventh article of the Constitution,
before an al derman or justice of the peace or prothonotary. Such
oath shall be filed by the justice of the peace, aldernman, or
prot honotary anong his papers, and a note nade upon his docket
of the fact of the oath having been taken.

(b.1) Every school police officer who has been granted
powers under subsection (c)(2) [or], (3) or [has been authorized

to carry a firearn] (4) nust, before entering upon the duties of
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his office, successfully conplete training as set forth in 53
Pa.C.S. Ch. 21 Subch. D
(b.2) Every school police officer nust conplete ElGHT HOURS <—

OF training as set forth bythe DPepartmentof Educatioen— I N <—

SECTI ON 778. 3(A) WTH N ONE YEAR COF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S

SUBSECTI ON OR WTHI N ONE YEAR OF THE SCHOOL POLI CE OFFICER S

INITIAL H RING DATE BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(c) Such school police officer so appointed shall severally
possess and exercise all the follow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To enforce good order in school buildings, on school
buses and on school grounds in their respective school
districts. For purposes of this clause, the term"school bus"
shal |l include vehicles | eased by the school district to
transport students and vehicles of mass transit used by students
to go to and from school when the school police officer is
responding to a report of an incident involving a breach of good
order or violation of |aw

(2) If authorized by the court, to exercise the sane powers
as are now or nmay hereafter be exercised under authority of |aw
or ordinance by the police of the nunicipality wherein the
school property is |ocated.

(3) |If authorized by the court, to issue sunmary citations
or to detain individuals until local |aw enforcenent is
notifi ed.

(4) |If authorized by the court, to carry a firearm

(d) Such school police officer shall, when on duty,
severally wear a netallic shield or badge with the words "Schoo
Police," and the name of the district for which appointed. Such
shield shall always be worn in plain view when on duty except

when enpl oyed as detective.
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(e) The conpensation of such school police officers shall be
pai d by the school district for which the school police officers
are respectively appointed, as nmay be agreed upon between the
board of school directors and the school police officer.

(f) School districts and nmunicipalities my enter into
cooperative police service agreenents pursuant to 42 Pa.C. S. 8§
8953(e) (relating to Statew de municipal police jurisdiction) to
aut hori ze the exercise of concurrent jurisdiction with |Iocal |aw
enforcenent within the nunicipality where the school or school
district is located or within the nunicipality in which a school
event or activity will take place.

(g) Wen acting within the scope of this section, school
police officers shall, at all tinmes, be enployes of the school
district and shall be entitled to all of the rights and benefits
accrui ng therefrom

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed to preclude a
school district fromenploying other security personnel as the
school district deens necessary.

(i) As used in this section:

"School police officer" neans an officer enpl oyed by a school

district who has been granted powers under subsection (c)(2),

(3) or (4), or any conbination thereof. The term does not

i nclude a school resource officer under section 778.1 or a

school security officer under section 778. 2.

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 778.1. School Resource O ficer.--(a) A school

resource officer has the duty to enforce good order in school

bui | di ngs, on school buses and on school grounds in the school

district. A school resource officer nmay exercise all the powers

and duties granted to that officer as a conmn ssi oned | aw
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enforcenent officer.

(b)Y A school resource officer nust maintain training as

required in 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 21 Subch. D (relating to nunici pal

police education and training) and as—reqguiredbythe Department <—
of —Education— COVWPLETE El GHT HOURS OF TRAINING AS REQUI RED I N <—

SECTI ON 778. 3(A) WTH N ONE YEAR COF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S

SECTION OR WTHI N ONE YEAR OF THE SCHOOL RESOURCE COFFI CER' S

INITIAL H RING DATE BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(c) A school district which enpl oys a school resource

officer shall report annually to the Ofice for Safe Schools the

followi ng i nformati on regardi ng school resource officers

receiving training as required in this section:

(1) The nane of the school district and the nunber of school

resource officers it enpl oys.

(2) The nmunicipalities conprising the school district.

(3) The date and type of training provided to each school

resource officer.

(4) The | aw enforcenent agencies that conni ssion officers

within that school district and the name of the conmandi ng

officer of each agency.

(d) As used in this section:

"School bus" shall include vehicles | eased by the school

district to transport students and vehicles of mass transit used

by students to go to and from school when the school police

officer is responding to a report of an incident involving a

breach of good order or violation of |aw

"School resource officer" neans a | aw enforcenent officer

commi ssi oned by a | aw enforcenent agency whose duty station is

in a school

Section 778.2. School Security Oficer.--(a) A school
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security officer has the duty to enforce good order in school

bui | di ngs, on school buses and on school grounds in the school

district.

(b) A school security officer nust pmaihtatn—trabningas <—
reguired-—by—the bPepartrent—of Education— COWLETE El GHT HOURS OF <—
TRAI NI NG AS REQUI RED | N SECTI ON 778. 3(A) AND EI GHT HOURS OF

TRAINING AS REQU RED I N SECTION 778.3(B) WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTION OR WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE SCHOOL

SECURITY OFFICER' S INTTIAL H RING DATE BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(c) A school district which enploys a school security

officer shall report annually to the Ofice for Safe Schools the

follow ng i nformati on regardi ng school security officers

receiving training as required in this section:

(1) The nane of the school district and the nunber of school

security officers it enpl oys.

(2) The nmunicipalities conprising the school district.

(3) The date and type of training provided to each school

security officer.

(d) As used in this section:

"School bus" shall include vehicles | eased by the school

district to transport students and vehicles of mass transit used

by students to go to and from school when the school police

officer is responding to a report of an incident involving a

breach of good order or violation of |aw

"School security officer" neans a nonconni ssi oned officer

enpl oyed by a school district or a vendor who is assigned to a

school for routine safety and security duti es and who has not

been granted powers under section 778 (c)(2), (3) or (4).

SECTION 778.3. TRAINING --(A) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON <—

SHALL PROVI DE AND FUND TRAI NI NG FOR SCHOOL POLI CE COFFI CERS
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SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFI CERS AND SCHOOL SECURI TY OFFI CERS FOCUSI NG

ON TOPI CS SPECIFI C TO THE SCHOOL SETTI NG THE DEPARTIMENT SHALL

ESTABLI SH THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM W THI N SI X MONTHS OF THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON. THE TRAI NI NG SHALL BE COFFERED AT

REG ONAL LOCATI ONS AT LEAST TW CE ANNUALLY. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

AVWARD A CERTI FI CATE OF COVPLETI ON UPON SUCCESSFUL COWVPLETI ON OF

THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM

(B) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL PROVI DE AND FUND

TRAI NI NG FOR SCHOOL _SECURI TY COFFI CERS FOCUSI NG ON SAFETY

PROCEDURES. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM

WTH N SI X MONTHS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON. THE

TRAINING SHALL BE OFFERED AT REG ONAL LOCATI ONS AT LEAST TW CE

ANNUALLY. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL AWARD A CERTI FI CATE OF COVPLETI ON

UPON SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON OF THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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