PRINTER S NO. 466

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 402 %5

I NTRODUCED BY PETRI, CALTAG RONE AND YOUNGBLOOD,
FEBRUARY 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, FEBRUARY 13, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for hearing and

procedure for relinqui shment of parental rights.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2503 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes is repeal ed:

[8 2503. Heari ng.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Upon presentation of a petition prepared
pursuant to section 2501 (relating to relinquishment to agency)
or section 2502 (relating to relinquishnment to adult intending
to adopt child), the court shall fix a tinme for hearing which
shall not be less than ten days after filing of the petition.
The petitioner nust appear at the hearing.

(b) Notice.--

(1) At least ten days' notice of the hearing shall be

given to the petitioner, and a copy of the notice shall be

given to the other parent, to the putative father whose
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parental rights could be term nated pursuant to subsection

(d)

not

foll

and to the parents or guardian of a petitioner who has
reached 18 years of age.

(2) The notice to the petitioner shall state the

OW ng:

"To: (insert petitioner's nane)

A petition has been filed asking the court to put an
end to all rights you have to your child (insert nane of
child). The court has set a hearing to consider ending
your rights to your child. That hearing will be held in
(insert place, giving reference to exact room and
bui | di ng nunber or designation) on (insert date) at
(insert tinme). Your presence is required at the hearing.
You have a right to be represented at the hearing by a
| awyer. You should take this paper to your |awer at
once. |If you do not have a | awyer or cannot afford one,
go to or tel ephone the office set forth belowto find out

where you can get |egal help.

(Tel ephone nunber)........
(3) The copy of the notice which is given to the

putative father shall state that his rights nay al so be

subj

ect to termnation pursuant to subsection (d) if he fails

to file either an acknow edgnent of paternity or claim of

paternity pursuant to section 5103 (relating to

acknow edgnent and claimof paternity) and fails to either

appear at the hearing for the purpose of objecting to the

termnation of his rights or file a witten objection to such
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termnation with the court prior to the hearing.

(c) Decree.--After hearing, which shall be private, the
court may enter a decree of termnation of parental rights in
the case of their relinquishnment to an adult or a decree of
term nation of parental rights and duties, including the
obl i gation of support, in the case of their relinquishnent to an
agency.

(d) Putative father.--If a putative father will not file a
petition to voluntarily relinquish his parental rights pursuant
to section 2501 (relating to relinquishnent to agency) or 2502
(relating to relinquishment to adult intending to adopt child),
has been given notice of the hearing being held pursuant to this
section and fails to either appear at that hearing for the
pur pose of objecting to termnation of his parental rights or
file a witten objection to such termnation with the court
prior to the hearing and has not filed an acknow edgnent of
paternity or claimof paternity pursuant to section 5103, the
court may enter a decree termnating the parental rights of the
put ati ve father pursuant to subsection (c).

(e) Right to file personal and nedical history
information.--At the tine the decree of termnation is
transmtted to the parent whose rights are term nated, the court
shall advise that parent, in witing, of his or her continuing
right to place and update personal and medical history
i nformati on, whether or not the nedical condition is in
exi stence or discoverable at the tinme of adoption, on file with
the court and with the Departnment of Public Welfare pursuant to
section 2905(d) (relating to inpounding of proceedi ngs and
access to records).]

Section 2. Section 2504 of Title 23 is anended to read:
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8§ 2504. [Alternative procedure] Procedure for relinquishment.

(a) Petition to confirmconsent to adoption.--If the parent
or parents of the child have executed consents to an adopti on,
upon petition by the internmediary or, where there is no

i nternedi ary, by the adoptive parent, the court shall [hold a

hearing for the purpose of confirmng a] confirmthe consent to
an adoption upon expiration of the tinme periods under section
2711 (relating to consents necessary to adoption)[.] and the

court may enter a decree of term nation of parental rights in

the case of their relinqui shnment to an adult or a decree of

term nation of parental rights and duties, including the

obligati on of support, in the case of their relinqui shnment to an

agency. The original consent or consents to the adoption shal
be attached to the petition.

[(b) Hearing.--Upon presentation of a petition filed
pursuant to this section, the court shall fix a tinme for a
heari ng which shall not be |less than ten days after filing of
the petition. Notice of the hearing shall be by personal service
or by registered mail or by such other neans as the court may
require upon the consenter and shall be in the formprovided in
section 2513(b) (relating to hearing). Notice of the hearing
shall be given to the other parent or parents, to the putative
fat her whose parental rights could be term nated pursuant to
subsection (c) and to the parents or guardian of a consenting
parent who has not reached 18 years of age. The notice shal
state that the consenting parent's or putative father's rights
may be termnated as a result of the hearing. After hearing,
whi ch shall be private, the court may enter a decree of
term nation of parental rights in the case of a relinqui shnment

to an adult or a decree of term nation of parental rights and
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1 duties, including the obligation of support, in the case of a

2 relinquishnment to an agency.

3 (c)] (b) Putative father.--1f a putative father will not

4 execute a consent to an adoption as required by section 2711,

5 has been given notice of the hearing being held pursuant to

6 [this section] section 2513 (relating to hearing) and fails to
7 either appear at that hearing for the purpose of objecting to

8 termnation of his parental rights or file a witten objection
9 to such termination with the court prior to the hearing and has
10 not filed an acknow edgnment of paternity or claimof paternity
11 pursuant to section 5103 (relating to acknow edgnment and cl aim
12 of paternity), the court may enter a decree termnating the

13 parental rights of the putative father [pursuant to subsection
14 (b)].

15 [(d)] (c) Right to file personal and nedical history

16 information.--At the time the decree of termnation is

17 transmtted to the parent, the court shall also advise, in

18 witing, the parent whose rights have been term nated of his or
19 her continuing right to place and update personal and nedi cal
20 history information, whether or not the nmedical condition is in
21 existence or discoverable at the tinme of adoption, on file with
22 the court and with the Departnment of Public Welfare pursuant to
23 section 2905(d) (relating to inpounding of proceedi ngs and
24 access to records).
25 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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