PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 433 PRINTER S NO. 1401

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 369 %5~

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, MELI O, BEYER, PAYNE, CAUSER, ARGALL
BAKER, BELFANTI, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COHEN, DALEY,
EVERETT, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE,
G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRELL, CRUCELA, HARHAI, HARRI'S, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL, HUTCHI NSQON, KILLIQON, MAJOR,
MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, Mcl LHATTAN, M COZZIE, M LLARD, R M LLER,
MUNDY, MURT, NAILOR, O NEILL, PETRARCA, PETRI, PETRONE
PH LLI PS, PYLE, RAPP, REI CHLEY, ROAE, SAI NATO, SCAVELLQO
SI PTROTH, SONNEY, STABACK, TRUE, VEREB, WALKO, W0OJNARGCSKI,
YOUNGBLOOD AND DENLI NGER, FEBRUARY 13, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS ANMENDED,
APRI L 23, 2007

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitl ed,
2 as anmended, "An act providing for the paynent of death
3 benefits to the surviving spouse or children or parents of
4 firefighters, anbul ance service or rescue squad nenbers, |aw
5 enforcement officers or National Guard nenbers who die as a
6 result of the performance of their duties,” further providing
7 for the paynment of death benefits to nenbers of energency
8 per sonnel teans.
9 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
10 hereby enacts as foll ows:
11 Section 1. Section 1(a), (a.1l), (c) and (d) of the act of
12 June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.10l), referred to as the Energency
13 and Law Enforcenent Personnel Death Benefits Act, anmended or
14 added April 12, 2002 (P.L.213, No.20) and October 6, 2005
15 (P.L.319, No.59), are anended to read:

16 Section 1. (a) In the event a | aw enforcenent officer,
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anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber, firefighter, certified

hazardous materi al response team nenber or National Guard nenber

dies as a result of the performance of his duties, such

political subdivision, Commobnwealth agency or, in the case of

Nat i onal Guard nenbers, the Adjutant General, within 30 days
fromthe date of death, shall submt certification of such death
to the Commonweal t h.

(a.1) A firefighter, anbul ance service or rescue squad

menber, | aw enforcenent officer, certified hazardous nateri al

response team nenber or National Guard nenber who suffers a

fatal heart attack or stroke while on duty or not |ater than 24
hours after participating in a physical training exercise or
responding to an energency is presuned to have died as a result
of the performance of his duties for purposes of this act.

* * %

(c) A volunteer anbul ance service, certified hazardous

mat eri al response team or rescue squad nmenber shall be deened to

be acting in the performance of his duties for the purposes of
this act going to or directly returning froman emnmergency which

t he anbul ance service, certified hazardous materi al response

team or rescue squad attended including travel from and direct

return to an anbul ance service, certified hazardous nmateri al

response team or rescue squad nenber's home, place of business

or other place where he or she shall have been when he or she
received the call or alarmor while participating in drills in

whi ch the anbul ance service, certified hazardous nateri al

response team or rescue squad shall have participated or while

repairing or doing other work about or on any energency vehicle

or buildings and grounds of the ambul ance service, certified

hazardous material response team or rescue squad upon the
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aut hori zation of the chief of the anbul ance service, certified

hazardous material response team or rescue squad or other person

in charge while answering any energency calls for any purpose or
while riding upon any vehicles which are owned or used by the

anbul ance service, certified hazardous materi al response team or

rescue squad.

(d) Upon receipt of such certification, the Commonweal t h
shall, from noneys payabl e out of the General Fund, pay to the
political subdivision the sumof $100,000, adjusted in

accordance with subsection (f) of this section. |If the deceased

was a nmenber of a team organi zed under a Commpbnweal th agency,

the death benefit shall be paid to the Commonweal th agency

i nstead of the political subdivision. Wthin five days of

recei pt of said sumfromthe Conmonwealth, the politica

subdi vi si on or Commonweal t h agency shall pay such sumas a

benefit to the surviving spouse, or if there is no surviving
spouse, to the mnor children of the firefighter, anbul ance

service, certified hazardous nateri al response team nenber or

rescue squad nmenber or |aw enforcenent officer who died as a
result of the performance of his duty. When no spouse or m nor
children survive, the benefit shall be paid to the parent or

parents of such firefighter, anbul ance service, certified

hazardous material response team nenber or rescue squad nenber

or | aw enforcement officer.

* * %

Section 2. Section 2 of the act is anmended by addi ng an
i ntroductory paragraph and a—def+nitioen DEFIN TIONS to read:

Section 2. The follow ng words and phrases when used in this

act shall have the neanings given to themin this section unl ess

the context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Certified hazardous nateri al response team nenber" neans a

person who is part of a group of individuals who are certified

and organi zed by a Commpbnweal th agency, a | ocal agency or a

regi onal hazardous material organi zati on for the primary purpose

of providi ng emergency response services WH CH | S DI SPATCHED BY <—

A PUBLI C SAFETY ANSWERI NG PO NT to mtigate actual or potenti al

i mmedi ate threats to public health and the environnent in

response to the rel ease or threat of a rel ease of a hazardous

material, which is certified, trai ned and equi pped i n accordance

with the act of Decenber 7, 1990 (P.L.639, No.165), known as the

Hazar dous Materi al Emergency Pl anni ng and Response Act.

Hazar dous nmateri al response team nenbers WHO ARE DI SPATCHED BY A <—

PUBLI C SAFETY ANSWERI NG PO NT nay al so be certified to perform

stabilizati on acti ons needed to renpve threats to public health

and the environment from hazardous nmaterial rel eases. A MEMBER <—

OF A FOR-PROFI T HAZARDOUS NMATERI AL RESPONSE TEAM THAT WAS NOT

DI SPATCHED BY A PUBLI C SAFETY ANSWERI NG PO NT, 1S ACTI NG AS AN

AGENT ON BEHALF OF THE SPI LLER OR RESPONSI BLE PARTY OR IS

RESPONSI BLE FOR POST- EMERCGENCY OR NONEMERGENCY RESPONSE

HAZARDOUS NMATERI ALS/ HAZARDOUS WASTE CLEAN-UP ACTIVITIES IS NOT

ELI G BLE FOR COVPENSATI ON THAT IS PROVI DED FOR UNDER THI' S ACT.

* * %

"PUBLI C SAFETY ANSVERI NG PO NT" MEANS THE PENNSYLVAN A

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY- APPROVED FI RST PO NT_AT WHI CH CALLS

FOR EMERGENCY_ ASSI STANCE FROM | NDI VI DUALS ARE ANSWERED, OPERATED

24 HOURS A DAY.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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