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OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225),

entitled, as anended, "An act relating to dogs, regulating

t he keepi ng of dogs; providing for the |licensing of dogs and
kennel s; providing for the protection of dogs and the
detention and destruction of dogs in certain cases;

regul ating the sale and transportation of dogs; declaring
dogs to be personal property and the subject of theft;
provi di ng for the abandonnent of animals; providing for the
assessnment of danmages done to animals; providing for paynent
of danmages by the Commonwealth in certain cases and the
l[iability of the owner or keeper of dogs for such damages;

i nposi ng powers and duties on certain State and | ocal

of ficers and enpl oyees; providing penalties; and creating a
Dog Law Restricted Account,"” further providing for
revocati on, suspension or refusal of kennel |icenses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 211(a) and (c)(1) and (3) of the act of

Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law,
anmended Decenber 11, 1996 (P.L.943, No.151), are anended and the
section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:

Section 211. Revocation, suspension or refusal of kennel



1 i censes.

2 (a) GCeneral powers of secretary.--The secretary [may revoke
3 or suspend] shall revoke a kennel license or out-of-state dealer
4 license or refuse to issue a kennel license or out-of-state

5 dealer license for any one or nore of the foll ow ng reasons:

6 (1) the person holding or applying for a |icense has

7 made a material msstatenment or msrepresentation in the

8 i cense application;

9 (2) the person holding or applying for a |icense has

10 made a material msstatenment or msrepresentation to the

11 departnment or its personnel regarding a matter relevant to
12 the |icense;

13 (3) the person holding or applying for a |icense has

14 been convicted of any violation of this act[;] or _any rules
15 or regulations set by the departnent governing the humane

16 handl i ng, transportation, veterinary care, housing, breeding,
17 socialization, feeding, watering or other hunane treatnent of
18 animal s unless the secretary makes a witten finding that the
19 violations were mnor and inadvertent, that the violations
20 did not pose a threat to the animals or that revocation is
21 i nappropriate for other good cause. In the event that the

22 secretary does nmake such a witten finding, he or she shal

23 suspend a kennel license for a period of at |east 30 days; or
24 [(4) the person holding or applying for a license has
25 failed to conply with any regul ati on promnul gated under this
26 act; or]

27 (5) the person holding or applying for a |icense has

28 been convicted of any lawrelating to cruelty to animals.

29 (a.1) Nonconpliance with regulation.--The secretary may

30 revoke or suspend a license or refuse to issue a kennel |icense
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1 or out-of-state dealer license if the person holding or applying
2 for alicense has failed to conply with any regul ation

3 pronulgated under this act other than those for the humane

4 handling, transportation, veterinary care, housing, breeding,

5 socialization, feeding, watering or other hunmane treatnent of

6 aninals.

7 * %

8 (c) Seizure and constructive seizure.--

9 (1) \Wenever the secretary revokes, suspends or refuses
10 a kennel license or an out-of-state dealer license, the

11 departnment [may] shall seize and i npound any dog in the

12 possessi on, custody or care of the person whose license is
13 revoked, suspended or refused if there are reasonabl e grounds
14 to believe that the dog's health, safety or welfare is

15 endanger ed. Reasonabl e costs of transportation, care and

16 feeding of a seized and i npounded dog shall be paid by the
17 person from whom the dog was sei zed and i nmpounded.

18 * %

19 (3) The secretary shall allow a dog to renmain in the
20 physi cal possession, custody or care of the person whose
21 kennel |icense or out-of-state dealer |license is revoked,
22 suspended or refused upon any one or nore of the follow ng
23 findings, which he or she shall outline in a witten letter
24 to the person, a copy of which shall be posted on the front
25 door of the facility:
26 (i) the secretary has no reasonabl e grounds to
27 believe that the health, safety or welfare of the dog is
28 endanger ed; or
29 (i1i) the person whose license is revoked, suspended
30 or refused has provided satisfactory evi dence or
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1 assurances that the dog will receive adequate care.

2 * * %

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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