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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 90  *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY YOUNGBLOOD, CRUZ, COHEN AND BLACKVELL,
JANUARY 30, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 30, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for civil claimfor damages
i ntercept.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 4308.2. Cvil claimfor damages intercept.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Upon resolution of a civil claimfor

damages, regardl ess of whether a |l awsuit or conpl ai nt has been

filed on the claim and where the claimant is entitled to

receive a nonetary award or settlenment as a result of such

resolution, the attorney for the clai mant shall:

(1) Subnit a certification to the district attorney's

child support enforcenent unit in the county of the

claimant's resi dence or the donestic rel ati ons secti on where

no district attorney's child support enforcenent unit exists.

The certification shall include the full name, address,
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Soci al Security nunber and date of birth of the cl ai nant

entitled to receive the nonetary award or settl enent.

(2) Wthhold di shursenent of any noneys due to the

claimant for 30 days after the subni ssion of the

certification.

(b)Y Obligor check. --

(1) After receipt of a certification under subsecti on

(a), the district attorney's child support enforcenent unit

or the donestic relations section shall ascertain whether the

claimant has a child support obligation.

(2) After calcul ati on of anpbunts owed for attorney fees,

wi tness fees, fees for health care providers and paynent of

li ens which may be subject to the award, including, but not

limted to, taxes, nechanics' |liens, court costs and rel ated

itens, the attorney for the claimant shall w thhold any npbney

remai ning out of the award or settl ement pendi ng revi ew by

the district attorney's child support enforcenment unit or

donestic rel ati ons section hearing officer for determ nation

of any child support obligation.

(c) Hearing.--Any party to a child support action shall be

entitled to a court hearing to deternmine the applicati on of any

nmoney wi thhel d pursuant to this section. This hearing may not

consi der nodification of the existing arrears or anount of

support, but shall be used solely to determne if any nobney

recovered as a result of the award or settl enent should be used

to pay the child support.

(d) Notice.--The attorney for the clai nant may di sburse

nmoney due to the clai mant for purposes other than those

specified in subsection (a) if notice that the cl ai rant owes any

child support arrearages is not received fromthe district
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attorney's child support enforcenment unit or the donestic

rel ati ons section within the 30-day peri od.

(e) Imunity.--An attorney for a clai nant who has not

recei ved notice fromthe district attorney's child support

enforcenent unit or the donestic relations section within the

30-day period and di sburses noney due to that clai nmant after the

30-day period for purposes other than those specified in

subsection (a) shall be inmmune fromcivil or criminal liability.

(f) Liability.--An attorney who w t hhol ds npney pendi ng a

deternmination by the district attorney's child support

enforcenent unit or the donestic relati ons section shall not be

li able for paynents whi ch otherwi se woul d have been nmade

pur suant to subsection (a) which were not so identified to the

(g) Witten determ nation.--An attorney who receives a

witten deternination by the district attorney's child support

enforcenent unit or the donestic relations section within the

30-day period and as soon as practicable forwards the noney to

the district attorney's child support enforcenment unit or the

donestic rel ati ons section for paynent to the child support

obligee shall not be liable to the claimant or to the claimant's

creditors.

(h) Challenge.--The attorney shall not be required to

chall enge the district attorney's child support enforcenent

unit's or the donmestic relations section's determ nation as to

child support obligati on unless retai ned by the claimant to do

SO.

(i) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "noney

due to the clai mant" does not include npbney for attorney fees,

w tness fees, court costs, fees for health care providers,
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1 paynent of liens which may be subject to the award, including,

2 but not limted to, taxes, nmechanics' liens and related itens,

3 which shall be disbursed innmediately.

4 Section 2. This act shall apply to all matters pending on or
5 after the effective date of this act.

6 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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