PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 100 PRI NTER S NO. 3696

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 76 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HARHART, PHI LLIPS, BELFANTI, BEYER, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, DALLY, FRANKEL, GRELL
GRUCELA, HARPER, HENNESSEY, KILLION, MACKERETH, MANN,
D. OBRIEN, O NElILL, RAPP, REED, RElICHLEY, SIPTROTH, SONNEY,
STERN, R STEVENSON, TRUE, WALKO, YOUNGBLOOD, JAMES,
SAMUELSON, SAYLOR AND HARKI NS, JANUARY 30, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI CI ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 6, 2008
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AN ACT
Amending Titles 23 (Donestic Relations) and 42 (Judiciary and
Judi ci al Procedure) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, further providing for nultidisciplinary team
establishing the Child Abuse Miltidisciplinary Response
Account; providing for additional duties of the Departnent of
Public Welfare and for distribution of funds; and further
provi ding for deposits into account.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 6365(b) of Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:
8§ 6365. Services for prevention, investigation and treatnment of
child abuse.
* * %
(b) Miltidisciplinary team--The county agency shall make
avai l abl e anong its services a nmultidisciplinary teamfor the
prevention, investigation and treatnment of child abuse and shal

convene the nultidisciplinary teamat any tinme, but not |ess



t han annual | y:
(1) To review substantiated cases of child abuse,
i ncl udi ng responses by the county agency and ot her agencies
provi ding services to the child.
(2) Were appropriate to assist in the devel opnent of a
famly service plan for the child.

(3) When appropriate to endorse a child advocacy center

pur suant to Subchapter F (relating to nultidisciplinary

response to child abuse).

* * %

Section 2. Chapter 63 of Title 23 is anmended by adding a
subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER F

MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY RESPONSE TO CHI LD ABUSE

Sec.

6391. Short title of subchapter.

6392. Decl ar ati on.

6393. Definitions.

6394. Additional eligibility requirenents.

6395. Est abl i shnent of Child Abuse Miltidisciplinary Response

Account .

6396. Pur pose of account.

6397. Di stri buti on of funds.

8 6391. Short title of subchapter.

Thi s subchapter shall be known and nay be cited as the Child

Advocacy Center Fundi ng Act.

§ 6392. Decl arati on.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and decl ares as foll ows:

(1) That the protection of children who have been abused

or negl ected and who nay be further threatened by the conduct
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of persons responsible for their health, safety or welfare i s

of paranpunt i nportance.

(2) That in responding to a report of child abuse, the

best interests of the child shall be the hi ghest priority.

(3) That the best interests of a child who has been

abused or negl ected are best nmet utilizing a

mul tidi sciplinary response.

(4) That a nultidisciplinary response that effectively

utilizes the full panoply of services avail able through a

child advocacy center provides a conmunity-based,

conpr ehensi ve and coordi nated child abuse i ntervention to

ensure that throughout the investigati on and the ongoi ng

delivery of nedical, social, | egal and advocacy services to

the child, the child's best interests remain the priority.

§ 6393. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Account" or "CAMRA." The Child Abuse Miltidisciplinary

Response Account established in section 6395(a) (relating to

establi shnent of Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Response

"Child abuse." As defined in section 6303(b) (relating to

definitions), except that the termshall not be limted to acts

or onissions conmitted or all eged to have been conmmtted by a

perpetrator.

"Child advocacy center." A local public agency in this

Commpnweal th, or a not-for-profit entity incorporated in this

Commpnweal th that is tax exenpt under section 501(c)(3) of the

I nternal Revenue Code of 1986 (Public Law 99-514, 26 U S.C. §
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501(c)(3)) or any successor provision, which operates wi thin

this Commonweal th, for the prinmary purpose of providing a chil d-

focused, facility-based program dedi cated to coordi nati ng a

formalized nultidisciplinary response to suspected child abuse.

At a mninum either on site or through a partnership with

another entity or entities, a child advocacy center shall assi st

county agencies, investigative teans and | aw enforcenent by

provi di ng services, including forensic i nterviews, nedical

eval uati ons, therapeutic interventions, victimsupport and

advocacy, team case reviews and a system for case tracking.

"Eligible applicant." A county agency and a child advocacy

center endorsed by the county's nmultidisciplinary team and

district attorney, who file a joint application for a grant

pursuant to this subchapter. In counties of the first and second

class there shall be no nore than two eliqgible applicants in

each county, and in all other classes of counties there shall be

no nore than one eliqgi ble applicant per county.

"l nvestigative team" An investigative team convened by the

district attorney pursuant to section 6365 (relating to services

for prevention, investigation and treatnent of child abuse).

"Lobbying activities." Any effort to influence Federal,

State or local |leqgislative or adm nistrative action, including,

but not limted to, activities intended to i nfluence the

i ssuance, anendnent or revocation of any executive or

adm ni strative order or requl ation of a Federal, State or | ocal

agency, or to influence the introducti on, anendnent, passage or

defeat of any | eqgislation by the Congress of the United States

or by any State or |ocal |eqgislative body.

"Mul tidisciplinary response.” A response to suspected child

abuse in which child protective services, |aw enforcenent,
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prosecuti on, victimsupport and advocacy agenci es and nedi cal

and nental health professionals cooperate pursuant to a witten

protocol to provide coordi nated i nterventi on that assures that

children are connected to services that are necessary to provide

for their safety, health and well -being, and that as part of the

coordi nated response, children are intervi ewed regardi ng the

suspected child abuse in a coordi nated and chil d-focused manner

to avoid duplication of fact-finding and to nmininm ze additi onal

trauma to the chil d.

"Multidisciplinary team" A nmultidisciplinary team

established in a county as required by section 6365 (relating to

services for prevention, investigation and treatnent of child

8 6394. Additional eliqgibility requirenents.

The department, in consultation with the Departnent of

Heal th, the Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crine and Del i nquency,

the Attorney General, a representative of a Statew de

associ ation representing a mpjority of the elected district

attorneys in this Commbpnweal th, a representative of a Statew de

private, nonprofit associ ati on advanci ng nul ti di sciplinary

responses to child abuse, a representative of a Statew de

organi zation representing a mpjority of the county agency

admini strators and a representati ve of a Statew de organi zati on

that has as its prinmary purpose the coordi nati on and operati on

of rape crisis prograns shall adopt criteria for deternining

whet her a child advocacy center programqualifies as a child

advocacy center as defined in section 6393 (relating to

definitions). The departnent may consi der whether a child

advocacy center neets or is striving to neet national or State

standards for child advocacy center accreditation.
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8 6395. Est abl i shnent of Child Abuse Miltidisciplinary Response

Account .

(a) Establishnent.--There is established in the State

Treasury a nonl apsing restricted recei pt account to be known as

the Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Response Account (CAMRA) for

the deposit of the additional fees as provided in 42 Pa.C.S. 8

3733(a.1)(2)(iv) (relating to deposits i nto account).

(b) Additional resources.--If additional Federal resources

are nande avail abl e for purposes appropriate to children's

advocacy centers, every effort shall be nade to include

children's advocacy centers in the funding plans subnmtted by

the departnment to the Federal Governnent.

8 6396. Pur pose of account.

(a) Perntted use. --

(1) Except as provided in subsection (b), all npbney in

t he account and any i nvestnment i ncone accrued shall be used

exclusively to provide additional resources to eligible

applicants in the form of nonmatching grants for the

est abl i shnent and conti nued operati on of child advocacy

centers.

(2) Additional Federal resources made avail abl e under

section 6395(b) (relating to establishnent of Child Abuse

Mul ti di sci plinary Response Account) shall be utilized in

accordance with federally approved fundi ng pl ans that were

submtted by the departnent under section 6395(b).

(b)Y Account adm nistration.--The departnent shall adm ni ster

t he account and establish procedures related to the applicati on

process for, determ nation of and distribution of funds to each

eliqgible applicant under this subchapter. The departnent nay

wi t hhol d annual |l y an anmount not exceedi ng 5% of the funds
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deposited into the account in the prior fiscal year to offset

the actual costs incurred by the departnent in adninistering the

(c) Gants.--Funding fromthe account shall be adm ni stered

to all eligible applicants that apply, to the extent that funds

are available in the account. No nore than 20% of the funds in

the account annually shall be granted to one eliqgi ble applicant.

For the first three years after the account is established, the

departnent shall endeavor to grant 20% of the account to

eliqgible applicants working to establish child advocacy centers

in counties not yvet served by a child advocacy center.

(d) Prohibited use.--Recipients of funds under this

subchapter are prohibited fromusing these funds to contri bute

to or be made available to any political party or associ ation or

t he canpai gn of any candidate for public or party office or

simlar political activities or to support or oppose candi dates

for public or party office or to support or oppose any ball ot

questions or to engage in | obbying activities, except that a

reci pient of funds may engage in | obbying activities in response

to a request froma governnental agency, |egislative body,

comm ttee, nenber or staff thereof nade to the recipient.

8§ 6397. Distribution of funds.

Al noney deposited in the account and any i nvestnent i ncone

accrued are hereby annually appropriated to the departnent and

shall be distributed annually, upon requisition of the

secretary, for the purpose set forth in section 6396(a)

(relating to purpose of account).

Section 3. Section 3733(a.l1l) of Title 42, amended Novenber
30, 2004 (P.L.1618, No.207), is anmended to read:

§ 3733. Deposits into account.
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1 * x *
2 (a.1) Additional fees.--

3 (1) In addition to the court costs and filing fees

4 authorized to be collected by statute:

5 (i) An additional fee of [$10] $12 shall be charged
6 and coll ected by the prothonotaries of the Pennsylvania

7 Suprene, Superior and Commonweal th Courts for each

8 initial filing for which a fee, charge or cost is now

9 aut hori zed.

10 (ii) An additional fee of [$10] $12 shall be charged
11 and coll ected by the prothonotaries, clerks of orphans’
12 courts and registers of wills of all courts of conmon

13 pl eas, or by any officials designated to performthe

14 functions thereof, for the initiation of any civil action
15 or | egal proceeding.

16 (iii) An additional fee of $10 shall be charged by
17 the clerks of courts of all courts of common pl eas, or by
18 any officials designated to performthe functions

19 thereof, for the initiation of any crimnal proceeding

20 for which a fee, charge or cost is now authorized and a
21 conviction is obtained or guilty plea is entered.

22 (iv) An additional fee of $10 shall be charged and
23 coll ected by the mnor judiciary, including magisteri al
24 di strict judges, Philadel phia Minicipal Court,

25 Phi | adel phia Traffic Court and Pittsburgh Magi strates

26 Court, for the initiation of a | egal proceeding for which
27 a fee or cost is now authorized, except that in crimnal,
28 summary and traffic matters the fee shall be charged only
29 when a conviction is obtained or guilty plea is entered.
30 (v) An additional fee of $10 shall be charged and
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1 coll ected by the recorders of deeds and clerks of court,
2 or by any officials designated to performsimlar

3 functions, for each filing of a deed, nortgage or

4 property transfer for which a fee, charge or cost is now
5 aut hori zed.

6 (2) The additional fees identified in paragraph (1)

7 shall be fixed and charged for the fiscal years as indicated:
8 (i) For the fiscal year 2002-2003, $9 of each

9 additional fee shall be deposited into the Judicial

10 Conput er System Augnent ati on Account, and $1 of each

11 additional fee shall be deposited into the Access to

12 Justice Account under section 4904 (relating to

13 establ i shment of Access to Justice Account).

14 (1i) For the fiscal years 2003-2004 and 2004- 2005,
15 $8.50 of each additional fee shall be deposited into the
16 Judi ci al Conputer System Augnentation Account, and $1.50
17 of each additional fee shall be deposited into the Access
18 to Justice Account under section 4904.

19 (ti1) For the fiscal year 2005-2006 and each fisca
20 year thereafter, except as provided in subparagraph (iv),
21 $8 of each additional fee shall be deposited into the
22 Judi ci al Conputer System Augnentation Account, and $2 of
23 each additional fee shall be deposited into the Access to
24 Justice Account under section 4904.
25 (iv) Each additional fee collected in paragraph
26 (1)(i) and (ii) shall be deposited as follows:
27 (A) $8 of the additional fee shall be deposited
28 into the Judicial Conputer System Augnentation
29 Account ;.
30 (B) $2 of the additional fee shall be deposited
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1 into the Access to Justice Account under section

2 4904; and

3 (©) $2 of the additional fee shall be deposited
4 into the Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Response

5 Account established under 23 Pa.C.S. 8 6395 (relating
6 to establishnent of Child Abuse Multidisciplinary

7 Response Account).

8 (3) The noneys charged and col | ected under this

9 subsection shall be paid to the court inposing the fee, which
10 shall transfer the noneys to the Departnent of Revenue for

11 deposit into the appropriate account. For the purposes of

12 paragraph (1)(v), the court shall be the court of comon

13 pl eas.

14 Section 4. This act shall take effect +mrediately IN 90 <—
15 DAYS.
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