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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 74  >%5”

| NTRODUCED BY HARHART, DALLY, MANTZ, BENNI NGHOFF, ARGALL, BAKER
BEYER, BOYD, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, DALEY, DENLINGER, ELLI S
FAI RCH LD, GEI ST, d LLESPIE, GODSHALL, GOOCDVAN, GRELL,
GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARPER, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS,
HUTCH NSON, JAMES, M KELLER, LEVDANSKY, MARSHALL
Mol LHATTAN, MENSCH, MOYER, MJRT, MJSTI O, NAI LOR, PERRY
PH LLI PS, RAPP, READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROAE, RUBLEY, SCAVELLQ
SCHRCDER, SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STERN, R STEVENSON,
SURRA, SWANGER, TRUE, WATSON, YOUNGBLOOD AND SAI NATO,
JANUARY 30, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, JANUARY 30, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of February 2, 1965 (P.L.1860, No.586),
entitled "An act encouragi ng | andowners to nake | and and

wat er areas available to the public for recreational purposes

by limting liability in connection therewith, and repealing

certain acts,"” further providing for liability of |andowners
to recreational users.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of February 2, 1965
(P.L.1860, No.586), entitled "An act encouragi ng | andowners to
make | and and water areas available to the public for
recreational purposes by limting liability in connection
therewith, and repealing certain acts,” is anmended to read:

Section 1. The purpose of this act is to encourage owners of

| and to make | and and water areas available to the public for

recreational purposes by limting their liability toward



[ persons entering thereon for such purposes.]:

(1) recreational users; and

(2) persons or property, wherever |ocated, based on:

(i) acts of om ssion by | andowners; or

(ii) acts or acts of omnmission by recreati onal users.

Section 2. Section 2 of the act is anmended by adding a
par agr aph to read:
Section 2. As used in this act:

* * %

(5) "Recreational user" neans any person who enters or uses

| and for a recreational purpose.

Section 3. Sections 3, 4, 6 and 7 of the act are amended to
read:

Section 3. Except as specifically recognized or provided in
section 6 of this act, an owner of |land owes no duty of care to
keep the prem ses safe for entry or use by [others for

recreational purposes] recreational users, or to give any

war ni ng of a dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity on
such prem ses to [persons entering for such purposes]

recreati onal users.

Section 4. Except as specifically recognized by or provided
in section 6 of this act, an owner of |land who either directly
or indirectly invites or permts w thout charge any [ person]

recreational user to use such property [for recreational

pur poses] does not thereby:
(1) Extend any assurance that the prem ses are safe for any
pur pose.

(2) Confer upon such [person] recreational user the |egal

status of an invitee or licensee to whoma duty of care is owed.

(3) Assune responsibility for or incur liability for any
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1 injury to persons or property, wherever such persons or property

2 are located, caused by an act or_an act of om ssion of [such

3 persons] a recreational user or an act of omi ssion of a

4 | andowner .

5 Section 6. Nothing in this act limts in any way any

6 liability which otherw se exists:

7 (1) For wilful or malicious failure to guard or warn agai nst

8 a dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity.

9 (2) For injury suffered in any case where the owner of | and
10 charges the [person or persons] recreational user or users who
11 enter or go on the land [for the recreational use thereof],

12 except that in the case of land |leased to the State or a

13 subdivision thereof, any consideration received by the owner for
14 such | ease shall not be deened a charge within the neaning of

15 its section.

16 Section 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to:

17 (1) Create a duty of care or ground of liability for injury
18 to persons or property.

19 (2) Relieve any [person using the |and of another for

20 recreational purposes] recreational user fromany obligation

21 which he may have in the absence of this act to exercise care in
22 his use of such land and in his activities thereon, or fromthe
23 legal consequences of failure to enploy such care.

24 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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