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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for prohibition and
regi stration of certain assault weapons; and inposing
penal ti es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 61 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER B. 1

ASSAULT WVEAPONS BAN

Sec.

6151. Definitions.

6152. Manuf act ure, possession and transfer of assault

6153. Possessi on of assault weapon conponents.

6154. Regi strati on of assault weapons.

6155. Fees.

§ 6151. Definitions.
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The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Assault weapon." The termincludes the foll ow ng:

(1) Any sem automatic pistol or sem autonmti ¢ or punp-

action rifle that is capable of accepting a detachabl e

magazi ne and that al so possesses any of the foll ow ng:

(i) If the firearmis arifle, a pistol grip | ocated

at the rear of the trigger.

(ii) If the firearmis arifle, a stock in any

configuration, including, but not limted to, a thunbhole

stock, a folding stock or a tel escopi ng stock, that

allows the bearer of the firearmto grasp the firearm

with the trigger hand such that the web of the tri gger

hand, between the thunb and forefinger, can be pl aced

bel ow the top of the external portion of the trigger

during firing.

(iii) |If the firearmis a pistol, a shoul der stock

of any type or confiquration, including, but not limted

to, a folding stock or a tel escopi ng stock.

(iv) A barrel shroud.

(v) A nuzzle break or nuzzl e conpensat or

(vi) Any feature capable of functioning as a

protruding grip that can be held by the hand that is not

the trigger hand.

(2) Any pistol that is capable of accepting a detachabl e

magazi ne at any | ocati on outside of the pistol grip.

(3) Any semautomatic pistol or any seni autonmati c,

center-fire rifle with a fixed magazi ne that has the capacity

to accept nore than ten rounds of anmuniti on.
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(4) Any shotgun capabl e of accepting a detachabl e

(5) Any shotgun with a revol ving cyli nder.

(6) Any conversion kit or other conbi nati on of parts

fromwhich a firearmdescri bed i n paragraphs 1 through 5 can

be assenbled if the parts are in the possessi on or under the

control of any person.

"Barrel shroud." A covering, other than a slide, that is

attached to or that substantially or conpletely encircles the

barrel of a firearmand that allows the bearer of the firearmto

hold the barrel with the nonshooti ng hand while firing the

firearm w thout burning that hand. The term does not include an

extensi on of the stock along the bottom of the barrel that does

not substantially or conpletely encircle the barrel.

"Conmmi ssioner." The Conm ssioner of the Pennsyl vania State
Police.
"Conversion kit." Any part or conbination of parts desi gned

and i ntended for use in converting a firearminto an assaul t

"Det achabl e magazi ne." A nmagazine the function of which is

to deliver one or nbre anmunition cartridges into the firing

chanber of a firearm and which can be renoved fromthe firearm

wi thout the use of any tool, including a bullet or anmmunition
cartridge.
"Muzzl e brake." A device attached to the nuzzle of a weapon

that utilizes escaping gas to reduce recoil.

"Muzzl e conpensator." A device attached to the nmuzzle of a

weapon that utilizes escaping gas to control nuzzle novenent.

8 6152. Manuf act ure, possessi on and transfer of assault
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(a) Ofense defined.--No person shall nmanufacture, possess,

purchase, sell or otherwi se transfer any assault weapon, or any

assaul t weapon conversion kit, except as provi ded under

subsection (b).

(b)Y Exceptions.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to any of

the foll ow ng:

(1) The possession of an unl oaded assault weapon for the

pur pose of permanently relinquishing it to a | aw enforcenent

agency in this Commonweal th pursuant to requl ati ons adopt ed

for such purpose by the comm ssioner. Any assault weapon

relinqui shed pursuant to this subsecti on shall be destroyed.

(2) The transfer of any assault weapon by a |licensed

manuf acturer or dealer to a | aw enforcenent agency in this

Commpnweal th for use by that agency or its enpl oyees for | aw

enf orcenent pur poses.

(3) The possession of an assault weapon that was |legally

possessed on the effective date of this act, if the person

|l egal | y possessing the assault weapon has conplied with al

of the requirenments of section 6154 (relating to reqgi stration

of assault weapons).

(4) The possession of an assault weapon that has been

permanently disabled so that it is incapable of discharging a

projectile.

(c) Public nuisance.--Any assault weapon or assault weapon

conversion kit, the nmanufacture, possessi on, purchase, sale or

other transfer of which is prohibited under subsection (a), is a

publ i ¢ nui sance.

(d) Penalty.--Any person who viol ates subsection (a) conmits

a felony of the first degree.

8 6153. Possessi on of assault weapon conponents.
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1 (a) Ofense defined.--No person shall possess or have under
2 the person's control both of the following at the sane tine,

3 except as provided under subsection (b):

4 (1) a sem autonatic or punp-action rifle or

5 sem automati c _pistol capable of accepting a detachable

6 magazi ne; and

7 (2) any nmmgazine capable of use with that firearmthat

8 contains nore than ten rounds of anmunition.

9 (b) Exceptions.--Subsection (a) shall not apply to any

10 person while lawfully doing either of the follow ng:

11 (1) engaging in shooting at a duly licensed, lawully
12 operated shooting range; or

13 (2) participating in a sporting event officially

14 sanctioned by a club or organi zation established in whole or
15 in part for the purpose of sponsoring sport shooting events.
16 (c) Penalty.--Any person who violates subsection (a) conmts
17 a felony of the first degree.

18 8 6154. Registration of assault weapons.

19 (a) Gandfathered assault weapons.--A person may continue to
20 possess an assault weapon that the person |legally possessed on
21 the effective date of this subchapter, if the person does all of
22 the follow ng:
23 (1) Wthin 90 days following the effective date of this
24 subchapter, submits to a background check identical to the
25 background check conducted in connection with the purchase of
26 a firearmfroma licensed gun deal er
27 (2) Unless the person is prohibited by [aw from
28 possessing a firearm inmmediately registers the assault
29 weapon with the Pennsylvania State Police pursuant to
30 requl ati ons adopted for such purpose by the conm ssioner.
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(3) Safely and securely stores the assault weapon

pursuant to regqul ati ons adopted for such purpose by the

conmmi Ssi oner .

(4) Annually renews both the regi strati on and the

backqgr ound check.

(5) Possesses the assault weapon only on property owned

or inmmedi ately controll ed by the person, while engaged in the

| egal use of the assault weapon at a duly licensed firing

range or while traveling to or fromeither of these | ocations

for the purpose of engaging in the | egal use of the assault

weapon, provided that the assault weapon is stored unl oaded

and in a separate | ocked contai ner during transport.

(b)Y Inherited assault weapons.--Notw t hstandi ng any ot her

provi sion of this subchapter, any person who, after the

effective date of this subchapter, acquires title to an assault

weapon by inheritance, bequest or succession shall, within 30

days of acquiring title, do one of the foll ow ng:

(1) conply with all of the requirenments of subsecti on

(a);

(2) dispose of the assault weapon pursuant to secti on

6152(b) (1) (relating to manufacture, possession and transfer

of assault weapons): or

(3) pernanently disable the assault weapon so that it is

i ncapabl e of di schargi ng a projectile.

(c) Conpliance check.--The Pennsyl vania State Police may, no

nore than once per year, conduct an inspection to ensure

conpliance with this subsecti on.

(d) Penalty.--Any person who viol ates subsection (a) or (b)

commits a felony of the third degree.

30 8 6155. Fees.
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The Pennsyl vania State Police may charge a fee for each

regi strati on and for each registrati on renewal under section

6154 (relating to reqgistration of assault weapons). Such fee

shall not exceed the costs incurred by the Pennsyl vania State

Police in adninistering the reqgi strati on program establ i shed

under secti on 6154.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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