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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng Novenber 15, 2006, as "Pennsylvania G S Day" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani ans recogni ze the vital role of
technology in the future growh of this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The geospatial technology industry is an informtion
technol ogy field that uses geographic information systenms (3G5),
gl obal positioning systenms (GPS) and digital nmapping to analyze
i nformati on about the |ocation and spatial context of people,
pl aces and things; and

WHEREAS, Ceospatial technol ogies are essential tools in
government at all levels to assist effective decision nmaki ng and
efficient service delivery in public safety, emergency response,
epi dem ol ogy, flood mappi ng and control, econom c devel opnent,
education, workforce analysis, public health, transportation,
agriculture, environmental protection, |aw enforcenent, |and-use
pl anni ng, historical preservation and nmany other critical tasks

of governnent; and
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WHEREAS, G S applications are widely used in private industry
in nedicine, real estate, insurance and ri sk managenent,
forestry, ground and air transportation, |ogistics,

t el ecommuni cati ons, mneteorol ogy, package shipping and delivery,

travel and tourism advertising, oil and natural gas exploration
and extraction, |andscape architecture, agriculture, mning and
other fields; and

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Labor has identified
geospati al technol ogy, biotechnol ogy and nanot echnol ogy as the
three technologies with the greatest potential for growth and
job creation; and

WHEREAS, Enpl oynent in the geospatial technology industry is
growi ng by 10%to 13% per year, and demand for geospati al
technol ogy services is creating new jobs in a w de range of
occupational fields; and

WHEREAS, Ei ghty-seven percent of geospatial product and
service providers nationw de report that they have difficulty
filling positions requiring geospatial technology skills; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is a |leader in research and training in
geospati al technol ogy and possesses nany of the nation's |eading
geospatial technology firns; and

WHEREAS, An investnent today in our geospatial infrastructure
by governnent, private industry and academi a will keep this
Commonweal th in the forefront of the geospatial technol ogy
i ndustry of tonorrow, therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate, in recognition of "National
Geogr aphy Awar eness Wek," Novenber 12 through 18, 2006,
desi gnat e Novenber 15, 2006, as "Pennsylvania G S Day" in

Pennsyl vani a.
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