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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 2060 *%5%

I NTRODUCED BY D. VWH TE, CORVAN, KASUNI C, FERLO, BOSCCLA,
PI LEGE, LEMMOND, PICCOLA, ERICKSON, RAFFERTY, EARLL, CONTI
LOGAN, WAUGH AND GREENLEAF, APRIL 17, 2006

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, APRIL 17, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to

conduct a conprehensive study and cost review of personal

care hone services in Pennsylvania, including the actual

costs incurred to operate a personal care hone.

WHEREAS, There are 1,549 licensed personal care hones wthin
Pennsyl vani a, both nonprofit and for profit, that serve
approxi mately 50,000 residents; and

WHEREAS, Personal care homes are designed to provide safe,
humane, confortabl e and supportive residential settings for
adults who do not require the services in or of a licensed |ong-
termcare facility but who require assistance or supervision
with activities of daily living; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Wl fare oversees the
i censi ng of personal care hones through |icensing regul ations
in 55 Pa. Code Ch. 2600, which contains the mninmumrequirenents
that shall be nmet to obtain a |license to operate a personal care

honme; and

WHEREAS, Personal care hone |icensing regulations strengthen
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health and safety protections for personal care honme residents
based on current information and research and i ncorporate state-
of -t he-art program concepts; and
WHEREAS, New regul atory requirenents contained in 55 Pa. Code
Ch. 2600 have inposed additional costs on personal care hones,
t hus i ncreasing operational costs; and
WHEREAS, A conprehensive review of the operational costs
i ncurred by personal care homes has not been conducted; and
WHEREAS, Regul ati ons under 55 Pa. Code Ch. 2600 will have a
significant inmpact on the approximately 50,000 residents in
Pennsyl vani a' s personal care hones; and
WHEREAS, A conprehensive review woul d be beneficial for
per sonal care hone operational and adm ni strative purposes;
therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and
Fi nance Comm ttee to conduct a conprehensive study and cost
revi ew of personal care home services in Pennsylvania, including
the actual costs incurred to operate a personal care hone; and
be it further
RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
prepare a report of its findings which, at a m ninum includes:
(1) A conparison of the cost of operating a snal
personal care hone, defined as serving eight or fewer
residents, and the cost of operating a | arge personal care
home, defined as serving nine or nore residents.
(2) A conparison of the costs for personal care hones
that serve SSI residents and personal care honmes that do not.
(3) A conparison of the cost of operating both small and
| arge personal care honmes prior to and after the

i npl enentation of 55 Pa. Code Ch. 2600.
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(4) Costs determned to be one-tine costs and costs
determ ned to be ongoing, including staff and adm ni strator
training costs.

(5) Potential effects of the additional regulatory
requirenents outlined in 55 Pa. Code Ch. 2600 on personal
care hones throughout Pennsyl vani a.

(6) An analysis of the potential inpact personal care
home closings will have on current residents and the possible
effect on the Conmonweal t h' s budget.

(7) The inpact on residents of personal care homes which
may have closed or will close due to the effects of

addi tional regulatory requirenents;

and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee

report all findings, conclusions and recomendations to the

16 Senate within six nonths of the adoption of this resolution.
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