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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 647 5

| NTRODUCED BY VANCE, EARLL, O PAKE, RAFFERTY, WAUGH M WHI TE,
BOSCOLA, WONDERLI NG AND C. W LLIAM5, APRIL 28, 2005

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, OCTOBER 17, 2006
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for BACKGROUND <—
CHECKS OF PROSPECTI VE EMPLOYEES AND FOR di squalifications
relating to teacher's certificate.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 111(C. 1) OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 <—
(P.L.30, NO 14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, ADDED
JULY 11, 2006 (P.L.1092, NO 114), 1S AMENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 111. BACKGROUND CHECKS OF PROSPECTI VE EMPLOYES;
CONVI CTI ON OF EMPLOYES OF CERTAI N OFFENSES. --* * *

(C1) (1) BEGNNING APRIL 1, 2007, ADM NI STRATORS SHALL
REQUI RE THE APPLI CANT TO SUBM T W TH THE APPLI CATI ON FOR
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EMPLOYMENT A COPY OF THE FEDERAL CRI M NAL HI STORY RECORD IN A
MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON.
(2) AT AMN MM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL

PRESCRI BE A METHOD FOR APPL| CANTS TO SUBM T A SET OF

FI NGERPRI NTS TO BE TRANSM TTED TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF

| NVESTI GATI ON FOR FEDERAL CRI M NAL HI STORY RECORD | NFORVATI ON

PURSUANT TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATI ON APPRCOPRI ATl ON OF

TITLE Il _OF PUBLIC LAW92-544, 86 STAT. § 1115.

(3) WHEN THE APPLI CANT PROVI DES A COPY OF THE FEDERAL
CRIM NAL HI STORY RECORD, |IT SHALL BE NO MORE THAN ONE (1) YEAR
CLD. ADM NI STRATORS SHALL MAI NTAIN A COPY OF THE REQUI RED
I NFORMATI ON AND SHALL REQUI RE EACH APPLI CANT TO PRCDUCE A
FEDERAL CRI M NAL HI STORY RECORD THAT MAY NOT BE MORE THAN ONE
(1) YEAR OLD AT THE TI ME OF EMPLOYMENT. THE ORI G NAL FEDERAL
CRI M NAL HI STORY RECORD SHALL BE RETURNED TO THE APPLI CANT.

* x *

SECTION 2. SECTION 1209 OF THE ACT, AMENDED APRIL 15, 1959
(P.L.41, NO 16) AND JUNE 24, 1959 (P.L.485, NO 110), IS AMENDED
TO READ:

Section 1209. Disqualifications.--No teacher's certificate
shall be granted to any person who [has]:

(1) Has not submitted, upon a blank furnished by the

[ Superi ntendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of Education, a

certificate froma physician [legally qualified to practice

medi cine], certified registered nurse practitioner or physician

assistant |licensed or certified in this Cormonweal th, or in any

other state or the District of Colunbia, setting forth that
[said] the applicant is neither nmentally nor physically
disqualified[,] by reason of [tuberculosis or any other] a

comuni cabl e di sease or [by reason of] nmental disorder from
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successful performance of the duties of a teacher[; nor to any
per son who has not].

(2) Does not have a good noral character[, or who is].

in any form or any intoxicating drink as a beverage[, or to any
appl i cant who has].

(4) Has a nmmjor physical disability or defect, unless [such
a] the person submits a certificate signed by an official of the
coll ege or university fromwhich [he] the person was graduated
or of an appropriate rehabilitation agency, certifying that in
t he opinion of [such] the official the applicant, by [his] work

and activities, has denonstrated that [he] the applicant is

sufficiently adjusted, trained and notivated to performthe

duties of a teacher, notwi thstanding [his] the applicant's

i npedi nment .

Section 2 3. Any regulations of the Departnent of Education <—
that are inconsistent with this—aet THE AMENDVENT OF SECTI ON <—
1209 OF THE ACT are hereby abrogated to the extent of the
i nconsi stency.

Section 3 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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