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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 622 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNIC, M WHI TE, COSTA, LAVALLE, RAFFERTY,
LOGAN, TARTAGLI ONE AND KI TCHEN, APRIL 18, 2005

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, APRIL 18, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 17, 1961 (P.L.659, No.339), entitled

"An act relating to bitum nous coal m nes; anending,

revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating

thereto; providing for the health and safety of persons

enpl oyed in and about the bitum nous coal m nes of

Pennsyl vani a and for the protection and preservation of

property connected therewth; prescribing powers and duties

in connection therewith; prescribing penalties; and repealing
existing laws,"” further providing for duties of mne

i nspect ors.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 228 of the act of July 17, 1961 (P.L.659,
No. 339), known as the Pennsylvania Bitum nous Coal Mne Act, is
amended to read:

Section 228. Duties of Mne Examners.--(a) |In a gassy
mne, wthin three hours imedi ately precedi ng the begi nning of
a coal - producing shift, and before any worknen in such shift,
ot her than those who may be designated to nake the exam nations
prescribed in this section, enter the underground areas of such
mne, certified persons designated by the m ne foreman of such

mne to do so shall nake an exami nation, as prescribed in this
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section, of such areas. Each person designated to act as such a
m ne exam ner shall be directed to examne a definite

under ground area of such mne, and in maki ng his exam nati on,
such m ne exam ner shall inspect every active working place and
pl aces i medi ately adjacent thereto in such area and nake tests
therein with an approved safety |anp for accunul ati ons of

nmet hane and oxygen-deficiency in the air therein. Wile
perform ng the duties of a m ne exam ner, the mne exam ner may
use an approved electric cap lanp or flashlight provided it is
turned out while maki ng an exam nation for gas. The m ne

exam ner shall exam ne seals and doors to determ ne whether they
are functioning properly; inspect and test the roof, face, and
rib conditions in the working places; inspect active roadways,
every unfenced roadway, travel ways, approaches to abandoned
wor ki ngs, and accessible falls in active sections for explosive
gas and ot her hazards; and inspect to determ ne whether the air
in each split is traveling in its proper course and in nornal

vol une. Such m ne exam ner shall place his initials and the date
at or near the face of each place he exam nes. If such mne

exam ner in making his exam nation, finds a condition which he
considers to be dangerous to persons who may enter or be in such
area, he shall indicate such dangerous place by posting a
"danger" sign conspicuously at a point which persons entering
such dangerous place would be required to pass. No person, other
than Federal or State mine inspectors, or the mne foreman or
hi s assistant, or persons authorized by the mne foreman or his
assistant to enter such place for the purpose of elimnating the
dangerous condition therein, shall enter such place while such
sign i s posted.

Wthin three hours i mmedi ately precedi ng the begi nni ng of any
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shift during which a conveyor belt is schedul ed to operate

whet her or not worknen are scheduled to work in the vicinity of

t he conveyor belt or the conveyor belt entry, exani nations shal

be conducted of all conponents of the conveyor belt and al

conponents of the conveyor belt entry.

Duri ng shifts on which a conveyor belt is not bei ng operat ed,

but is scheduled to be operated on follow ng shifts whether or

not worknen are scheduled to work in the vicinity of the

conveyor belt or the conveyor belt entry, the pre-shift

exanm nation shall be conducted in its entirety prior to the

start of the conveyor belt.

A suitable record book shall be kept at the m ne office, on
the surface, of every mne wherein mne exani ners are enpl oyed,
and inmedi ately after the exam nation of such mne or any
portion thereof by a mne exam ner, whose duty it is to make
such exam nation, he shall enter in said book, with ink, a
record of such exam nation, and sign same. This record shal
show the tinme taken in naking the exam nation, and also clearly
state the nature and | ocation of any danger that may have been
di scovered in any roomor entry or other place in the mne, and
i f any danger or dangers have been di scovered, the m ne
exam ners shall imrediately report the |location thereof to the
m ne foreman. No person shall enter the mne until the mne
examners return to the mne office on the surface, or to a
station located in the intake entry of the mne (where a record
book as provided for in this section shall be kept in a fire-
proof vault and signed by the person maeking the exam nation),
and report to the mne foreman or the assistant mne foreman, by
t el ephone or otherwise, and a witten report nade thereof by the

person receiving the report, that the mne is in safe condition
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for the nen to enter. When a station is located in any mne, it
shall be the duty of the mne exam ners to sign also the report
entered in the record book in the mne office on the surface.
The record books of the mine exam ners shall at all tines during
wor ki ng hours be accessible to the m ne inspector, any person
working in said mne and authorized representatives of the

enpl oyes of the m ne.

A second exam nation by the sane or other m ne exam ner shal
be made during working hours of every working place where nen
are enpl oyed, and a report of said exam nation shall be nmade in
the m ne exam ner report book in the sane manner as the first
exam nation. No person on a non-coal producing shift (other than
a certified person designated under this paragraph) shall enter
any underground area in a gassy m ne, unless such area, which
shall include all places on that particular split of air, has
been exam ned as prescribed in this subsection within three
hours i nmedi ately preceding his entrance into such area.

(b) In non-gassy mnes, a pre-shift exam nation shall be
made each day during which coal is produced, and a report of
said exam nation shall be nmade in a report book provided for
t hat purpose. Such exam nation shall be made within three hours
i mredi ately preceding the beginning of the first coal - produci ng
shift on such day.

Wthin three hours i mmedi ately precedi ng the begi nni ng of any

shift during which a conveyor belt is schedul ed to operate

whet her or not worknen are scheduled to work in the vicinity of

t he conveyor belt or the conveyor belt entry, exani nations shal

be conducted of all conponents of the conveyor belt and al

conponents of the conveyor belt entry.

Duri ng shifts on which a conveyor belt is not bei ng operat ed,
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but is scheduled to be operated on follow ng shifts whether or

not worknen are scheduled to work in the vicinity of the

conveyor belt or the conveyor belt entry, the pre-shift

exam nati on shall be conducted in its entirety prior to the

(c) For purposes of pre-shift exam nations, the shifts shal

be a period of not greater than ei ght hours.

1
2
3
4
5 start of the conveyor belt.
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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