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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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AN ACT
Requiring certain staffing levels at health care facilities
provi ding renal dialysis services; and providing for powers
and duties of the Departnent of Health.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Dialysis
Services Staffing Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Dialysis.” A process by which dissolved substances are
removed froma patient's body by diffusion fromone fluid
conpartnment to anot her across a sem perneabl e nmenbr ane.

"End- stage renal disease" or "ESRD." That stage of renal

i mpai rment that appears irreversible and pernmanent, and requires



a regular course of dialysis or kidney transplantation to
maintain life.

"ESRD facility.” A health care facility which is approved to
furnish a type of end-stage renal disease service.

"Health care facility.” As defined in section 802.1 of the
act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the Health Care
Facilities Act.

Section 3. Staffing requirenents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An ESRD facility must have properly
trai ned personnel present in adequate nunber to neet the nedical
and nonnedi cal needs of patients receiving dialysis.

(b) Staff.--Wenever a patient is receiving dialysis, the
ESRD facility shall provide the follow ng staff:

(1) Two licensed health care professionals, including
one full-time registered nurse licensed in Pennsylvania and
one health care professional experienced in rendering care
for renal dialysis patient care.

(2) An adequate nunber of personnel such that
patient/staff ratio is appropriate to the |evel of dialysis
care being given to neet the needs of the patient.

(3) A licensed physician who is onsite or on call.

Section 4. Admnistration and enforcenent.

(a) Adm nistration.--The departnment shall devel op and
i npl enment procedures as may be necessary and appropriate in
order to obtain conpliance with this act. The procedures shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, nonitoring and inspection
pr ocedur es.

(b) Enforcenent.--The departnent may suspend or revoke the
license of a health care facility for a violation of this act in

accordance with the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known
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1 as the Health Care Facilities Act.
2 Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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