PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 61 PRINTER S NO. 2096

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 71  >%

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, RAFFERTY, COSTA, PUNT, WONDERLI NG
KI TCHEN, RHOADES, TARTAGLI ONE, ORI E, O PAKE, BOSCCOLA, STACK
AND WASHI NGTON, JANUARY 31, 2005

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 26, 2006
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for Ofice for Safe

School s; and requiring the establishnent of policies relating

to bullying.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1302-A(c) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anmended June 26, 1999 (P.L.394, No.36), is anmended to read:

Section 1302-A. Ofice for Safe Schools.--* * *

(c) In addition to the powers and duties set forth under
subsection (a), the office is authorized to make targeted grants
to schools to fund prograns which address school viol ence,

i ncluding, but not limted to, the follow ng prograns:

(1) Conflict resolution or dispute managenent.

(2) Peer hel pers prograns.

(3) Risk assessnent, safety-related or violence prevention



curricul a.

(4) dassroom nmanagenent.

(5) Student codes of conduct.

(6) Training to undertake a districtw de assessnment of risk
factors that increase the |ikelihood of problem behaviors anong
students.

(7) Devel oprment and inplenmentation of research-based

vi ol ence prevention prograns that address risk factors to reduce
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i ncidents of probl em behavi ors anong students including, but not

10 limted to, bullying.

11 (8) Conprehensive, districtw de school safety and viol ence
12 prevention plans.

13 (9) Security planning, purchase of security-related

14 technol ogy which may include netal detectors, protective

15 [lighting, surveillance equipnment, special emergency

16 conmmuni cations equi pnent, electronic | ocksets, deadbolts and

17 theft control devices and training in the use of security-

18 related technology. Security planning and purchase of security-
19 related technology shall be based on safety needs identified by
20 the school entity's board of directors.

21 (10) Institution of student, staff and visitor

22 identification systens.

23 (11) Establishment or enhancenent of school security

24 personnel, including school resource officers.

25 (12) Provision of specialized staff and student training

26 prograns, including training for Student Assistance Programteam
27 nmenbers in elementary, mddle and high schools in the referral
28 of students at risk of violent behavior to appropriate

29 community-based services, including nental health services.

30 (13) Alternative education progranms provided for in Article
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Section 2.

The act

(14) Counseling services for students enrolled in

al ternative education prograrns.

i s amended by adding a section to read:
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SECTI ON 1303.1-A. POLICY RELATING TO BULLYING --(A) NO

LATER THAN JUNE 30, 2007, EACH SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL ADOPT A

POLI CY RELATI NG TO BULLYI NG OR AMEND THE SCHOCL ENTITY'S CODE OF

STUDENT CONDUCT REQUI RED UNDER 22 PA. CODE 8§ 12.3(C) (RELATING

TO SCHOOL RULES) TO I NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO BULLYI NG THE

POLI CY OR AMVENDMENT TO THE CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT SHALL

DELI NEATE DI SCI PLI NE CONSEQUENCES FOR BULLYI NG AND MAY PROVI DE

FOR PREVENTI ON, | NTERVENTI ON AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS, PROVI DED,

THAT NO SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL BE REQUI RED TO ESTABLI SH A NEW

POLI CY UNDER THI S SECTION I F ONE CURRENTLY EXI STS AND REASONABLY

FULFILLS THE REQUI REVENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

(B) EACH SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL DI STRI BUTE THE POLI CY RELATI NG

TO BULLYING WTH THE CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT REQUI RED UNDER 22

PA. CODE 8§ 12.3(C) AND SHALL MAKE THE POLICY AVAI LABLE ON I TS

PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE.

(€ EACH SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL REVIEWITS POLI CY EVERY THREE

YEARS AND ANNUALLY PROVIDE THE OFFICE WTH A COPY OF I TS POLI CY

RELATI NG TO BULLYI NG, | NCLUDI NG | NFORVATI ON RELATED TO THE

DEVELOPMVENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF ANY BULLYI NG PREVENTI ON,
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| NTERVENTI ON  AND EDUCATI ON PROGRANS.  THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED

UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE ATTACHED TO OR MADE PART OF THE

ANNUAL REPORT REQUI RED UNDER SECTI ON 1303- A(B).

(D) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTION, "BULLYI NG' SHALL HAVE

THE SAVE MEANING AS IT IS GVEN IN THE SECTI ON RELATED TO

DEFINITIONS | N THE ANNUAL REPORT ON SCHOOL VI OLENCE AND WWEAPON

POSSESSI ON THAT SCHOOL ENTI TI ES ARE REQUI RED TO COVMPLETE

PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 1303-A(B).
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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