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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 63 %"

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, O PAKE, C. WLLIAMS, REGOLA, TARTAGLI ONE
COSTA, LAVALLE, KITCHEN, M WH TE, STOUT, LOGAN, CORVAN
LEMMOND, MUSTO, PILEGE, RHOADES, EARLL, WOZNI AK AND BOSCOLA,
FEBRUARY 7, 2005

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, FEBRUARY 7, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for, in child

protective services, investigation of reports and for county

agency requirenents for general protective services.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6368(a) of Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

8§ 6368. Investigation of reports.

(a) General rule.--Upon receipt of each report of suspected
child abuse, the county agency shall inmediately conmence an
appropriate investigation and see the child imrediately if
energency protective custody is required or has been or shall be
taken or if it cannot be determined fromthe report whether
energency protective custody is needed. O herw se, the county
agency shall comence an appropriate investigation and see the

child within 24 hours of receipt of the report. The

investigation shall include a determ nation of the risk of harm
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to the child or children if they continue to remain in the

exi sting home environnent, as well as a determ nation of the
nature, extent and cause of any condition enunerated in the
report [and], any action necessary to provide for the safety of

the child or children and the taki ng of photographic

identification of the child or children to be maintai ned with

the file. During the investigation, the county agency shal
provi de or arrange for services necessary to protect the child
while the agency is making a determ nation pursuant to this
section. If the investigation indicates serious physical injury,
a medi cal exam nation shall be performed on the subject child by
a certified nedical practitioner. Were there is reasonabl e
cause to suspect there is a history of prior or current abuse,

t he nedi cal practitioner has the authority to arrange for
further nedical tests or the county agency has the authority to
request further nedical tests. The investigation shall include
comuni cation with the departnent’'s service under section 6332
(relating to establishnment of Statewide toll-free tel ephone
nunber). Prior to interview ng a subject of the report, the
county agency shall orally notify the subject who is about to be
interviewed of the existence of the report, the subject's rights
under 42 Pa.C. S. 88 6337 (relating to right to counsel) and 6338
(relating to other basic rights) and the subject's rights
pursuant to this chapter in regard to amendnent or expungenent.
Wthin 72 hours following oral notification to the subject, the
county agency shall give witten notice to the subject. The
notice may be reasonably delayed if notification is likely to
threaten the safety of the victim a nonperpetrator subject or
the investigating county agency worker, to cause the perpetrator

to abscond or to significantly interfere with the conduct of a
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crimnal investigation. However, the witten notice nust be
provided to all subjects prior to the county agency's reaching a
finding on the validity of the report.

* %

Section 2. Section 6375(g) of Title 23 is anmended and the
section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:
8§ 6375. County agency requirenents for general protective

servi ces.

* %

(g) Mnitoring, evaluating and assessing.--The county agency
shall frequently nonitor the provision of services, evaluate the
effecti veness of the services, conduct in-home visits and nmake a

periodi ¢ assessnment of the risk of harmto the child, including

an updat ed phot ograph of the child for identificati on purposes.

* * %

(n) Transfer of files between county agenci es. --\Wenever a

county agency transfers to another county agency a file rel ating

to a child who receives or is in need of protective services

under this chapter, the file shall include any phot ographic

i dentificati on and updat ed phot ogr aphs taken of the child.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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