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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 26 %"

I NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, LOGAN, COSTA AND KI TCHEN, JANUARY 13, 2005

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 13, 2005
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 24 (Education) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, establishing the Hel ping Qur Pupils to Excellence

i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arship Program providing for the powers

and duties of the Pennsylvania H gher Education Assistance

Agency; and establishing the HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p

Fund.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 24 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 67
HOPE | N PENNSYLVANI A SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM

Subchapt er

A. Prelimnary Provisions

B. Admnistration of Program

C. M scellaneous Provisions

SUBCHAPTER A
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

Sec.

6701. Scope.
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6702. Definitions.
§ 6701. Scope.

This chapter establishes a Statew de programto be known as
the Hel ping Qur Pupils to Excellence (HOPE) in Pennsylvani a
Schol arshi p Program
§ 6702. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Academ c year." A period of tine, typically nine nonths, in
which a full-tinme student is expected to conplete the equival ent

of at least two senesters' or three quarters' acadenm c worKk.

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Certificate.” A credential, other than a degree, indicating

satisfactory conpletion of training in a program of study

of fered by an eligible public institution of higher education.
"Diploma."™ A credential, other than a degree, indicating

satisfactory conpletion of training in a program of study

of fered by an eligible public institution of higher education.
"Drop and add period.” The period of tine, early in a

guarter or senester, when a freshman student, sophonore student,

junior student or senior student nmay change course | oad, by

changi ng, addi ng or renoving courses.

"Eligible institution of higher education.”™ A school which

(1) Awunit of the State System of H gher Educati on.

(2) A conmunity college established under Article Xl X-A
of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the
Publ i ¢ School Code of 1949.
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(3) A private institution of higher education.
"Eligible public institution of higher education.”™ A State-

owned institution or a State-related institution.

"Eligible student.” A person who:

(1) |Is a freshman student, sophonore student, junior
student or senior student.

(2) Meets the requirenents of section 6712 (relating to
eligibility requirenents at public institutions of higher
education) or 6713 (relating to eligibility requirenents at
private institutions of higher education).

(3) Is eligible for a HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p.

(4) Is not rendered otherwise ineligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p under section 6713.

"Freshman student."” A student at an institution of higher
education who has attenpted |l ess than 46 quarter hours or |ess
t han 30 senester hours.

"Full-time student."” A matricul ated student attending an
institution of higher education and enrolled for the equival ent
of at least 12 quarter or senester hours.

"Fund." The HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p Fund
established in this chapter.

"Grade point average." The nunbered grade average cal cul at ed
using a 4.0 scale.

"HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Scholarship.” A Helping Qur Pupils to
Excel Il ence in Pennsyl vania Schol arship for education awarded in
accordance with this chapter

"Juni or student.” A student at an institution of higher
education who has attenpted at |east 91 quarter hours but |ess
than 136 quarter hours or at |east 61 senmester hours but |ess

than 91 semester hours.
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"Mandatory fees." Either of the follow ng:

(1) The fees approved by the State System of Hi gher

Educati on and i nposed by eligible public institutions of

hi gher educati on.

(2) The fees inposed by private institutions of higher
educati on.

“Matriculated status.” Being recognized as a student in a
defined program of study |eading to a degree, diplona or
certificate at an institution of higher education.

"Private institution of higher education.” An institution of
hi gher education which is located in this Commonweal t h that
provi des an organi zed four-year program of undergraduate
instruction toward a baccal aureate degree and that is not a
public institution of higher education.

"Progrant or "HOPE in Pennsylvania Scholarship Program™"™ The
Hel pi ng Qur Pupils to Excellence in Pennsyl vania Schol arship
Program established in this chapter.

"Quarter hours.” This termincludes each quarter hour
attenpted, whether renedial or for credit toward a degree, but
shall not include any quarter hour attenpted or conpl eted before
graduating from high school or earning a general educational
devel opnment equi val ency di pl ona.

"Senmester hours.”™ This termincludes each senester hour
attenpted, whether renedial or for credit toward a degree, but
shall not include any senester hour attenpted before graduating
hi gh school or earning a general educational devel opnment
equi val ency di pl oma.

"Seni or student.” A student at an institution of higher
education who has attenpted at | east 136 quarter hours but |ess

than 191 quarter hours or at |east 91 senester hours but |ess
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t han 128 senester hours.

"Sophonmore student." A student at an institution of higher
education who has attenpted at |east 46 quarter hours but |ess
than 91 quarter hours or at |east 31 senester hours but |ess
t han 61 senester hours.

"State-owned institution.” An institution which is part of
the State System of Hi gher Education pursuant to Article XX-A of
the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public
School Code of 1949.

"State-related institution.”™ The Pennsylvania State
University, the University of Pittsburgh, Tenple University and
Li ncoln University and their branch canpuses.

"Title IV." Title IV of the H gher Education Act of 1965
(Public Law 89-329, 79 Stat. 1219).

SUBCHAPTER B
ADM NI STRATI ON OF PROGRAM
Sec.
6711. Establishnent.
6712. Eligibility requirenments at public institutions of
hi gher educati on.
6713. Eligibility requirenents at private institutions of
hi gher educati on.
6714. Ineligibility for HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p.
6715. Use of a HOPE in Pennsylvani a Schol arshi p.
6716. HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p Fund.
§ 6711. Establishment.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Hel ping Qur Pupils to Excellence in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arship Programis established and may be
referred to as the HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p Program The

program shall be adm nistered by the Pennsyl vani a Hi gher
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Educati on Assi stance Agency.

(b) Agency duties.--The agency shall:

(1) Prepare and supervise the issuance of public
i nformati on concerning the provisions of the program

(2) Prescribe the formand regul ate the submnm ssion of
applications for HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi ps.

(3) Conduct any conferences and interviews with
applicants that nay be appropriate.

(4) Admi nister or contract for the adm nistration of
appropri ate exam nati ons.

(5) Determine the eligibility of applicants.

(6) Select qualified recipients.

(7) Award the appropriate HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a
Schol ar shi ps.

(8) Make all necessary and proper rules, consistent with
this chapter, for the efficient exercise of the duties set
forth in this chapter

(9) Promulgate rules and regulations that may restrict
eligibility for HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi ps or reduce
t he doll ar anobunt of HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi ps and
grants.

8§ 6712. Eligibility requirenents at public institutions of
hi gher educati on.

(a) Freshman students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a freshman student entering and
seeki ng an associ ate or baccal aureate degree at an eligible
public institution of higher education shall:

(1) Meet residency requirenents by satisfying the
qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as

pronul gated by the agency.
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(2) Meet achi evenent standards by:

(1) bhaving graduated froma high school with an

average cunul ati ve grade point average of at |east 3.0;

or

(ii) in the case of a student who is otherw se
qual i fied but:
(A) did not graduate from high school or
conpl ete a honme study program and havi ng recei ved a
general educational devel opnent equival ency di pl ong;
or
(B) conpleted a honme study program neeting the
requi renents of section 1327.1 of the act of March
10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School
Code of 1949, in lieu of graduating froman eligible
hi gh school, earning a cunul ati ve grade poi nt average
of at least 3.0 at an eligible institution of higher
education at the end of the quarter or senester in
whi ch the student has attenpted 45 quarter hours or
30 senester hours.
(3) Meet enrollnent standards by being admtted,
enrol |l ed and cl assified as an undergraduate student in a
matri cul ated status.
The HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Schol arship for the freshman student's
year shall be paid at the end of the freshman year

(b) Sophonore students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a sophonore student seeking an
associ ate or baccal aureate degree at an eligible public
institution of higher education shall:

(1) Meet residency requirenents by satisfying the

qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as
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pronul gated by the agency.

(2) Meet achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng
criteria:

(i) Earn a cunul ative grade point average of at
least 3.0 at an eligible public institution of higher
education at the end of the quarter or senester in which
the student has attenpted 45 quarter hours or 30 senester
hour s.

(ii) Mintain satisfactory academ c progress in a
course of study in accordance with the standards and
practices used for Federal Title IV prograns by the
institution of higher education in which the student is
enrol | ed.

(3) Meet enrollnent standards by being admtted,
enroll ed and cl assified as an undergraduate student in a
matri cul ated status.

(c) Junior students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a junior student seeking a
baccal aureate degree at a public institution of higher education
shal | :

(1) Meet residency requirenents by neeting the
qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as
pronul gated by the agency.

(2) Meet achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng
criteria:

(i) Earn a cunul ative grade point average of at
least 3.0 at an eligible public institution of higher
education at the end of the quarter or senester in which
the student has attenpted 90 quarter hours or 60 senester

hour s.
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1 (ii) Mintain satisfactory academ c progress in a

2 course of study in accordance with the standards and

3 practices used for Federal Title IV prograns by the

4 institution of higher education in which the student is
5 enrol | ed.

6 (3) Meet enrollnent standards by being admtted,

7 enroll ed and cl assified as an undergraduate student in a

8 matri cul ated status.

9 (d) Senior students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in

10 Pennsyl vani a Schol arship, a senior student seeking a

11 baccal aureate degree at a public institution of higher education
12 shall:

13 (1) Meet residency requirenents by satisfying the

14 qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as

15 pronul gated by the agency.

16 (2) Meet achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng
17 criteria:

18 (i) Earn a cunul ative grade point average of at

19 least 3.0 at an eligible public institution of higher
20 education at the end of the quarter or senester in which
21 the student has attenpted 135 quarter hours or 90
22 senester hours.
23 (ii) Mintain satisfactory academ c progress in a
24 course of study in accordance with the standards and
25 practices used for Federal Title IV prograns by the
26 institution of higher education in which the student is
27 enrol | ed.
28 (3) Meet enrollnent standards by being admtted,
29 enrol |l ed and cl assified as an undergraduate student in a
30 matri cul ated status.
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(e) Requalification.--A student who fails to maintain a
curmul ati ve grade point average of at least 3.0 at the end of the
gquarter or senmester in which the student has attenpted 45
gquarter hours or 30 senmester hours may attend the next 45
quarter or 30 senester hours without a HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a
Schol arship. An otherw se eligible student who regains a
curmul ative grade point average of at least 3.0 at the end of a
guarter or senester in which the student has attenpted 90
guarter hours or 60 semester hours may requalify for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p.

(f) No mnimmhours required.--For students eligible for a
HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p under this section, no m nimm
nunber of hours of enrollnent may be required by the agency.

(g) Termnation of eligibility.--

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a student may
receive a HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Schol arship until the first of
t hese events:

(1) the student has earned a baccal aureate degree;
or
(ii) the student has attenpted at any institution of

hi gher education a total of 190 quarter hours or 127

senester hours.

(2) A student enrolled in an undergraduate degree
program designed to be nore than 190 quarter hours or 127
semester hours in length is eligible to receive a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arship for the | esser of:

(i) a total of 225 attenpted quarter hours or 150
attenpted senester hours; or
(ii) the nunber of hours required for graduation if

t he student has a cunul ative grade point average of at

20050S0026B0018 - 10 -
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| east 3.0 after the termin which the student attenpted
190 quarter hours or 127 senester hours.

(h) Amount of HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p. --Subj ect to
t he amobunts contained in the HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p
Fund, a HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p awarded under this
chapter shall include tuition, approved nmandatory fees and a
book al | owance not to exceed $100 per quarter or $150 per
senmester. In the event the anobunt of funding in the HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arship Fund is insufficient to fund all HOPE
i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi ps for students attendi ng public
institutions of higher education, the anmount of the HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arship for attendance at a public institution
of hi gher education shall be pro rata reduced.

8§ 6713. Eligibility requirenents at private institutions of
hi gher educati on.

(a) Freshman students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a freshnman student entering and
seeki ng an associ ate or baccal aureate degree at an eligible
private institution of higher education shall neet:

(1) Residency requirenments by satisfying the
qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as
pronul gated by the agency.
(2) Achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng
criteria:
(1) graduating froman eligible high school with an
average cunul ati ve grade point average of at |east 3.0;
or
(ii) in the case of a student who is otherw se
qual i fied but:

(A) did not graduate from high school or

20050S0026B0018 - 11 -
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conpl ete a honme study program and havi ng recei ved a
general educational devel opnent equival ency di pl ong;
or

(B) conpleted a honme study programthat neets
the requirenments of section 1327.1 of the act of

March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public

School Code of 1949, in lieu of graduating from an

eligible high school, earning a cunul ative grade

poi nt average of at least 3.0 at an eligible

institution of higher education at the end of the

guarter or senmester in which the student has

attenpted 45 quarter hours or 30 senester hours.
(3) Enrollnment standards by:

(i) Being admtted, enrolled and classified as an
under graduate student in a matricul ated stat us.

(ii) Being registered for and attendi ng cl asses as a
full-time student for 14 days or nore after the | ast day
of the institution for higher education's drop and add
peri od.

The HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Schol arship for the freshman student's
year shall be paid at the end of the freshman year
(b) Sophonore students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a sophonore student seeking an
associ ate or baccal aureate degree at an eligible private
institution of higher education shall neet:
(1) Residency requirenments by satisfying the
qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as
pronul gated by the agency.
(2) Achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng

criteria:

20050S0026B0018 - 12 -
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(i) Earn a cunul ative grade point average of at
least 3.0 at an eligible private institution of higher
education at the end of the quarter or senester in which
the student has attenpted 45 quarter hours or 30 senester
hour s.

(ii) Mintain satisfactory academ c progress in a
course of study in accordance with the standards and
practices used for Federal Title IV prograns by the
institution of higher education in which the student is
enrol | ed.

(3) Enrollnment standards by:

(i) Being admtted, enrolled and classified as an
under graduate student in a matricul ated stat us.

(ii) Being registered for and attendi ng cl asses as a
full-time student for 14 days or nore after the | ast day
of the institution for higher education's drop and add
peri od.

(c) Junior students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a junior student seeking a
baccal aureate degree at a public institution of higher education
shal | neet:
(1) Residency requirenments by satisfying the
qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as
pronul gated by the agency.
(2) Achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng
criteria:

(i) Earn a cunul ative grade point average of at
least 3.0 at an eligible private institution of higher
education at the end of the quarter or senester in which

the student has attenpted 90 quarter hours or 60 senester

20050S0026B0018 - 13 -



1 hour s.

2 (ii) Mintain satisfactory academ c progress in a

3 course of study in accordance with the standards and

4 practices used for Federal Title IV prograns by the

5 institution of higher education in which the student is
6 enrol | ed.

7 (3) Enrollnment standards by:

8 (i) Being admtted, enrolled and classified as an

9 under graduate student in a matricul ated status.

10 (ii) Being registered for and attendi ng cl asses as a
11 full-time student for 14 days or nore after the | ast day
12 of the institution for higher education's drop and add
13 peri od.

14 (d) Senior students.--To be eligible for a HOPE in

15 Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p, a senior student seeking a

16 baccal aureate degree at a private institution of higher

17 education shall neet:

18 (1) Residency requirenments by satisfying the

19 qual i fications for higher education grant domcile as
20 pronul gated by the agency.
21 (2) Achievenent standards by neeting the foll ow ng
22 criteria:
23 (i) Earn a cunul ative grade point average of at
24 least 3.0 at an eligible private institution of higher
25 education at the end of the quarter or senester in which
26 the student has attenpted 135 quarter hours or 90
27 senester hours.
28 (ii) Mintain satisfactory academ c progress in a
29 course of study in accordance with the standards and
30 practices used for Federal Title IV prograns by the
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institution of higher education in which the student is
enrol | ed.
(3) Enrollnment standards by:

(i) Being admtted, enrolled and classified as an
under graduate student in a matricul ated status.

(ii) Being registered for and attendi ng cl asses as a
full-time student for 14 days or nore after the | ast day
of the institution of higher education's drop and add
peri od.

(e) Requalification.--A student who fails to maintain a
curmul ati ve grade point average of at least 3.0 at the end of the
gquarter or senester in which the student has attenpted 45
gquarter hours or 30 senmester hours may attend the next 45
quarter hours or 30 senmester hours wi thout a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p. An otherw se eligible student who
regains a cumul ati ve grade point average of at least 3.0 at the
end of a quarter or semester in which the student has attenpted
90 quarter hours or 60 senester hours may requalify for a HOPE
i n Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p.

(f) No mnimmhours required.--For students eligible for a
HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p under this section, no m nimm
nunber of hours of enrollnment is required.

(g) Termnation of eligibility.--

(1) Except as set out in paragraph (2), a student may
receive a HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Schol arship until the first of

t hese events:

(1) the student has earned a baccal aureate degree;
or

(ii) the student has attenpted at any institution of

hi gher education a total of 190 quarter hours or 127
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senester hours.

(2) A student enrolled in an undergraduate degree
program designed to be nore than 190 quarter hours or 127
semester hours in length is eligible to receive a HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arship for the | esser of:

(i) a total of 225 attenpted quarter hours or 150
attenpted senester hours; or
(ii) the nunber of hours required for graduation if

t he student has a cunul ative grade point average of at

| east 3.0 after the termin which the student attenpted

190 quarter hours or 127 senester hours.

(h) Amount of HOPE of Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p. --Subject to
t he amobunts contained in the fund, a HOPE in Pennsyl vani a
Schol arshi p awarded under this section shall be not nore than
$3,000 for any academic year. In the event the anmount of funding
in the HOPE in Pennsylvania Scholarship Fund is insufficient to
fund all HOPE in Pennsylvania Schol arshi ps for students
attending private institutions of higher education, the anmount
of the HOPE in Pennsyl vania Schol arship for attendance at a
private institution of higher education shall be pro rata
reduced.
8§ 6714. Ineligibility for HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p.

A student shall be ineligible for a HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a
Scholarship if any of the follow ng apply:

(1) The student is not a United States citizen or a
per manent resident alien who neets the definition of an
eligible noncitizen under Federal Title IV requirenents.

(2) The student has not conplied with the United States
Sel ective Service Systemrequirenents for registration if

such requirenents are applicable to the student.
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(3) The student is in default on a Federal Title IV
educational |oan or an educational |oan adm nistered by the
agency, provided that a student who is otherwi se not eligible
and has fully repaid the defaulted loan will be eligible to
obtain a HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Schol arship for future academ c
terms but not retroactively.
(4) The student owes a refund on a Federal Title IV
student financial aid programor an educational | oan
adm ni stered by the agency, provided that a student who is
otherwise not eligible and has fully repaid the defaulted
loan will be eligible to obtain a HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a
Schol arship for future academ c terns but not retroactively.
(5) The student has been convicted of a felony offense
involving marijuana, a controlled substance or a dangerous
drug, provided that such ineligibility extends fromthe date
of the conviction to the conpletion of the next academ c
term
(6) The student is incarcerated.
(7) The student does not neet each qualification listed
in this chapter relating to the rel evant HOPE i n Pennsyl vani a
Schol arship and is applicable to the student.
8§ 6715. Use of a HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p.

A HOPE in Pennsylvania Schol arship nmay be applied only to
tuition, mandatory fees and book costs.
8§ 6716. HOPE in Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi p Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a separate
fund in the State Treasury to be known as the HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol ar shi p Fund.

(b) Adm nistration.--The fund shall be adm nistered by the

Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency.

20050S0026B0018 - 17 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e = = =
0o N o o A W N - O

(c) Funding source.--The source of the fund shall be any
noneys appropriated to the fund by the General Assenbly. All
interest earned by the fund and all refunds and repaynents shal
be credited to the fund.

(d) Use of fund.--Mneys fromthe fund shall be expended by
t he agency as HOPE i n Pennsyl vania Schol arships to eligible
students.

SUBCHAPTER C
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
Sec.
6721. Report to the CGeneral Assenbly.
8§ 6721. Report to the General Assenbly.

On or before April 1 following the effective date of this
chapter and in each succeeding year in which HOPE in
Pennsyl vani a Schol arshi ps are awarded, the agency shall provide
a report to the General Assenbly regarding the inplenentation of
this chapter

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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