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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 664 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CURRY, ARGALL, BAKER, BALDW N, BEBKO- JONES,
BELARDI, BELFANTI, BEYER, BI ANCUCCI, BI SHOP, BOYD, BUNT,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, CORNELL, CORRI GAN,
CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, CRUZ, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER, DERMODY,
DeVWEESE, J. EVANS, FAI RCH LD, FICHTER, FLEAGLE, FLI CK,
FORCI ER, FRANKEL, GEI ST, CGEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRICH,
GODSHALL, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HARRI S,
HENNESSEY, HERMVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL, HUTCHI NSON,
JAMES, KOTI K, LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ, MACKERETH, MAI TLAND, MAJOR,
MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKCSEK, MARSI CO, Mcd LL, Ml LHATTAN,
M LLARD, S. M LLER, MJNDY, MJSTI O NAILOR O NEILL, PALLONE
PARKER, PAYNE, PETRARCA, PETRONE, PHILLIPS, PICKETT, RAPP
READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROBERTS, ROEBUCK, ROSS, RUBLEY,
SAMUELSQON, SANTONI, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SEMVEL, SHANER
SHAPI RO, SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STABACK, STERN
R STEVENSQN, STURLA, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
TI GUE, TRUE, WALKO, WATSON, WHEATLEY, WLT, WJINARGCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, ZUG RAMALEY, BASTI AN, PETRI
Mel LHENNEY, HARPER, B. SM TH, COSTA, TANGRETTI, BENN NGHOFF
PI STELLA AND FREEMAN, APRIL 3, 2006

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 3, 2006
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the week of April 2 through 8, 2006, as "Nati onal
Li brary Week" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Anerica's public, academ c, school and specialized
libraries help people change the world; and

WHEREAS, Qur nation's libraries play an integral role as
community, educational and cultural centers that bring together
di verse popul ati ons and serve as inportant cornerstones in

heal t hy comrunities; and
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WHEREAS, Two-thirds of adult Americans, approximtely 135
mllion people, visited their local public libraries |ast year;
and

VHEREAS, I n 2005, the National Center for Education
Statistics published a report revealing that total visits to
public |ibraries nationw de approached 1.3 billion, or 4.6
visits per capita, in the 2003-2004 fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, Libraries are a cost-effective nmeans of providing
education, training and the opportunity for self-inprovenent to
all individuals without regard to age, race, incone or
soci oecononi ¢ background; and

WHEREAS, Libraries play a unique role in ensuring the
public's right to know and enpowering people fromall wal ks of
life to make informed decisions about the world around them and

WHEREAS, A 2006 Anerican Library Association survey found
t hat 85% of respondents believe |ibraries and librarians play an
essential role in our denocracy and are needed now nore than
ever; and

WHEREAS, Libraries are a key player in the national discourse
on intellectual freedom equity of access and narrow ng the
di gital divide; and

WHEREAS, Libraries are a vital connection to the people,
pl aces and ideas of the world through books, magazi nes, videos
and the Internet; and

WHEREAS, Currently 98.9% of public libraries provide free
I nternet access, nmaking themthe preem nent source of Internet
access for people w thout conputers at hone, school or work; and

WHEREAS, Libraries are dynamc places with a variety of
activities that provide free, safe and enriching entertai nnent

for the whole famly; and
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WHEREAS, Public awareness and support for libraries,
[ibrarians and library workers nay be increased by raising their
visibility in a positive context and by comruni cating clearly
and strongly why libraries are and will remain a unique and
val uabl e tool for Americans now and in the future; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of libraries and |library supporters across
the nation are celebrating "National Library Wek" this year;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
week of April 2 through 8, 2006, as "National Library Wek" in
Pennsyl vani a and encourage all residents of this Comonwealth to
explore the wide variety of cultural and educational riches that

l'i braries hold.
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